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LESSON I

A Visit to the Capital Theatre

Yu Lin has invited Mr. Smith, an English comrade who came to China not
long ago, to see Peking opera. They arrive at the Capital Theatre.

Smith:
Yu:

Smith;
Yu;

Smith:

It’s a beautiful theatre!

Yes, it is. Since the liberation the Chinese theatre has developed
very much. ‘

I hear that your music is very loud.

I think that comes from the fact that plays used to be per-
formed in the open air. And it may seem strange to you that
the characters often introduce themselves as they appear for the
first time on the stage.

I think the same thing was done in the old Greek plays too. -

The bell rings and the play begins. The audience listens very atten-
tively. Then comes the interval.

Yu:
Smith:

Yu
Smith:

Yu:
Smith:

Smith:

How did you like the opera, Comrade Smith? .

It was wonderful! I've never seen anything like it before — song,
dance, dumb show, all combined in one play.

Did you find it strange that there was so little scenery?

Not at all. It was very much like the stage in my country in
Shakespeare’s time. A very realistic effect is created with very
simple means. Take the boat scene in “Autumn River’’, where
the girl comes to the bank of the river looking for a boatman
to help her catch up with her lover. There is no river and no
boat, but we know where the scene is taking place because the
old man is carrying an oar, and then the two of them g6 up
and down just as people do in a rocking boat.

Yes, that is very well done, isn’t it? .
1 suppose the man who carried a whip was riding a horse.
But why did he lift his long sleeves to his eyes?

He was drying his tears.

Oh, I see. I noticed that the audience was very enthusiastic.
Why do they like stories of the old feudal society so much?
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Yu:

Well, we see in the opera the struggle of the people against
oppression, the desire of the girl to marry the man she loves,
the refusal of the honest official to compromise with corruption.
These problems remain so alive that the audience still finds the
stories inspiring.

The bell rings and the performance starts again. When the show ends,

stormy applause breaks out. As the two comrades make their way out of the:
theatre they are still discussing the opera.

Proper Nouns
Smith [smig]
Shakespeare [![eikspis]

Word Combinations and Phraseological Units

to perform a play B
in the open air B=X

dumb show SR

to catch up with ,5_1:, #1-

stormy applause breaks out 7 BB MR
to make one’s way (out of) Hriizk, #Hi%k

Notes and Commentary

. Yu Lin has invited Mr. Smith ............ They arrive at the Capital Theatre.

XY EERE OB, MR e ru SR 4 B, R B 9T (stage direction) RRIBIEMR,
characters

“character”” {r/ BB R AN RERBI, WOLRAEG MBI, ek
PRRBR R AR

Did you find it strange that there was so little scenery?

“it” £ “find” WEEE RREEABRTAGEGH,

scenery & B 4GE (little scenery)

scene #E4PHE (boat scene) : )
“‘scene’’ HLIBFN S HOMR (to change scenes between acts), Mig—E 4 JLIEMY
‘4" (Act I, Scene iii), ' ‘
not at all

KRHAROE, SRR —ABR., “2R.7, vatall” RimEE ot .

KR o
Did it surprise you to find her here?
- Not at all.

XEETLIRF A, $ifn: 1 do not like him at all.

&y

-
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6. means
fe R S TR RRER, means”’ BRI RARE, TAEREFE. &
XEHEMREER,

7. Take the boat scene in ““Autumn River’” gh&r.. zkiEm

Take the word ‘‘make’’, for instance, it has different meanings when it
is used with different words.

8. to catch up (with)

You will soon catch up with him if you hurry.
They are far ahead of us, but we’ll soon catch up.

9. audience e, SEA

" caudience” REAZF, M clamily” —gp, SEAHBEALE ET
“it”, AR BNFFER AR, KFA they”,

The audience finds the stories inspiring.

The audience were told not to leave their seats before the end of the play.
My family is large.

My family are all here.

10. they make their way ...... -
‘‘to make one’s way’’ SXANEIERE®EAA ‘‘through’, ‘to’’, ‘out of”’,

‘““into’’, & _

She is making her way into the crowded hall. AT AN KBRS,

Phoneties

Review the sounds [e], [2], [i], and [5].

FYOI’\* C e h‘t\’a\‘ Bac\(

NN

BacK
A Front 2

1. Te] and [#]. It will be easier to make a clear distinction between these sounds
if the mouth is opened very wide for [a].

men bell man y marry

very an).‘t'i'ﬁng " catch carrying
help effect bank character
never e attentively actors enthusiastic
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2. [i]. This sound is not only shorter than [i:], it is also pronounced much more

loosely. -

Also:

3. [0). This sound occurs only in unstressed syllables. There are several varie-
ties of [o], but for practical purposes it is only necessary to distinguish two.
[5s] is more open than [o], i.e.,

Also:

James’s before
rings because
listens remains
little refusal
begins express
interval ‘explain

invited “women
carried Sunday
rises Monday
goodness village
comrades apostrophe
careless minute

In ““the”’ before a vowel, and in weak forms of ‘*be”’ and ‘‘been’’;

The actors sang well
The honest official
It can’t be true

DPve been out

We are in China.
We drink China tea.
... on the river.

... in the theatre.
... at the opera.

arrive woiman
about workman
appear boatman
alive England
again liberation
applause characters

In weak forms of ‘‘a’’, ¢‘an’’, ‘at’’, ¢are’”’, ‘and’’, ‘“but”, ¢for’,

[8i tektoz Isen 'wel]
[81 Tonist a'fifal]
{it tka:nt bi 'tru:]

(ai v bin 'aut]

nearer to [ao]. Use [o5] when final before a
pause; in all other positions use [9;].

[wi or in !tfainog.]

[wi !drigk 'tfaing, 'ti:.]

fon ¥ 'rivag.]
[in 3o 'giatag.]

[ot &i 'oparag:]

London famous
developed audience
autumn wonderful
introduce compromise
official scenery
corruption " vowel

“of’’, ‘*should’’, ¢‘the’’, ‘“them’, ‘“to’’, etc.

come to China

they arrive at the theatre
and then the two of them

I. an English comrade

at the Capital Theatre
a very realistic effect
to the boat

for example

['kam to 'tfaineg]

[Jei o'raiv ot 3 '@iota,]
[en !3en 85 'tu: av Jam]

Exercises

[en lipglif 'komrid]
[et 8o 'keepitl 'gisteg)

[6 'veri rio'listik i'fekt]

[to 8o 'bout]
{for iglza:mpl]

®
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not at all [not ot 1o:1]

the desire of the girl [8a di'zaier ov & 'go‘l]

to marry the man [to 'meri 85 'men]

comes to an end ['kamz tu on ‘end] _
perforrhed in the open air [pa'foimd in i 'oupon teg]

the boat scene in ““Autumn River” [ lbout si:n in lo:tom ‘riva,]
the old man is carrying an oar (i 'ould 'men iz 'keriin an '5:]
it might not be clear (1t 'mait not bi 'klisg]

II. Read the text aloud, giving careful attention to the four sounds in review.

Grammar

I. The Present Indefinite

The present indefinite is used:

1. To express a habitual action:
We do morning exercises every day.
He seldom goes to the city.
In cases like this adverbials like ‘‘every week’’, ‘‘once a month’’, ‘‘every
two years’’, ‘*often’’, ‘‘sometimes’’, ‘“‘usually’’, etc. are used.
2. To express a state or an action that characterizes (8%, {5'E) a person
or thing:
She sings extremely well.
Light travels faster than sound.
3. Instead of the future tense:
a. In adverbial clauses of time or condition:
Come to see me tomorrow if you are free.
I’1l tell her to call you when she comes home.

b. With verbs like ““come’’, ‘““go’", “start’’, “‘leave’’, ‘‘arrive’’, ‘‘set out’’,
‘““return’’, “‘sail’’, to express actions which will take place according to a
plan or a schedule:

The show starts at 6:30.
The Soviet delegation arrives tonight.

II. The Present Continuous
The present continuous is used to express:
1. An action going on at the present moment:
The girls are singing.
They are making their way through the crowd.
2. An action going on in the present period, but not necessarily so at the pres-
ent moment:
Professor Hu is translating Byron.
Mei Lan-fang is acting the White Snake.
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3. An action expected to take place in the immediate future or according to a

plan:
Mei Lan-fang is performing tonight.
Are you doing anything tonight?
Certain verbs are usually not used in the continuous tense, such as:

1. love, hate, like, want, hope, wish, desire, mean, know, think (#), believe,

suppose, understand, remember, forget

2. be, seem, appear (link verb), smell (link verb), look (link verb), taste (link

verb), sound (link verb)
3. have, possess, contain, consist, belong

4. see, hear, notice, find
Note 1: The present indefinite may be used to outline the plot of a story or in
stage directions, or to describe a process.
Note 2: The present indefinite may be used instead of the present perfect with
such verbs as *‘say’’, ‘‘tell’”’, “hear’’, ‘forget’’, etc.
He tells me that you have got a ticket for me.
I forget his name.
The doctor says that he will be well in a week.
Y hear that your music is very loud.
Note 3. The present indefinite is used in statements telling what authors have
written.

Lenin says that only the proletariat can be consistent fighters (&
#F 3} pysR +) for democracy,

Exercises

I. Answer the following questions:

Where did Yu Lin invite Mr. Smith to? Who was Mr. Smith?
Did Mr. Smith like the Capital-Theatre? -

Has the Chinese theatre developed since liberation?

What has Mr. Smith heard about Peking opera?

What do the characters do when they appear on the stage for the

Ot o W R

first time?
How did Mr. Smith like the opera?

Why didn’t Mr. Smith find it strange that there was so little scenery?
What is the opera ‘‘Autumn River” about?

® ® e

How does a character show that he is riding a horse?

10. Why did the man lift his long sleeves to his eyes?

11.. Why do the people of New China like stories of the old feudal society?
12. What happened when the show ended?

il S

*
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1v.

VI.

VII.

Give nouns corresponding to the following verbs:

invite, arrive, think, develop, combine, perferm

Give the four forms of the following verbs:

do, go, see, know, think, ring, catch, ride, dry, break, begin, take, marry,

make

Make sentences with the following words and expressions:

to express, to perform, to lift, to introduce, to combine, to remain, to cre-

ate, desire, realistic, effect, enthusiastic, to catch up with, to make one's

way, to take place, feudal society, up and down

Ask questions to which the following replies may be given:

1. Not at all.

2. 1t is wonderful!

3. Yes, it is. .

4. That is well done.

Fill in the blanks with words or expressions from the text:

1. The _____ of the American Negroes for freedom and independence is
going on. :

2. If you want to ___

3. The ___
parents very angry.

4. When the bell rang for dinner, the students
hall.

Translate the following into English:

your classmates, you must work hard.

of that young girl to marry the rich old man made her

—— into the dining

1. R4 KM LRTH, bl semR ik,
2-%@%EML#A%%ﬁM%W%%ﬁiﬁﬁﬁmo

3. ERRBANBR A,

4 A KEREHREDS LI BEE" (Hamlet),

5. BHERMN—EERIAERRRELE. |

6. RFEAHE, H—K BB,

7. MERT. BLRERIET,

8. A RIER, ARERETHT,

9. TEMRBRIRHE, BRMHER EE I,
m.amm&ﬁmMﬁﬂgvgx%mﬁ%muyé@E%wﬁmxxmw@r.
0. SBETTIRR, B_ET AT,

12. RWET DG, WRTILNE, RIFAGESHEM,
13, SRR — AR,
14, RUFEFPIRETIA M, (14 RHESS

D
[w14

- AL R MR, SR T S BORF R e




VIil. Fill in the blanks with prepositions or adverbs where necessary:

1. If you come Peking, please telephone me when you arrive

___ the station.

2. My mother has gone — tolook . _ a boatman to take us
——— the river.

3. The thief lay ______ bed listening - the policeman walking
—— —and __ the street. ‘

4. Dr. Bethune took part — the struggle of the Chinese people

imperialist aggression. s

5. You go ahead. I'll catch you a few min- "
utes. ' ' ;

6. It was — 1949 that I met him ______ the first time. -

7. As I made my way — the hall, I saw some people dancing

— the stage.

8. Does it seem strange —_____ you that we eat —_.____ a knife and
fork?

IX. Translate the following into Chinese and explain the use of tense:

It is snowing hard now.

We are marching towards Socialism.

Comrade Wu is making an important experiment.

They are making preparations for the meeting.

My aunt is dining with us tonight.

The Soviet people are helping us in every way.

Everyone looks fresh and energetic.

The Constitution gives Chinese women the same rights as men.
The first day of the term is over. Tomorrow classes begin.

On May Day workers put on big parades and rejoice over their achieve-
ments in peaceful construction.

© W Ne o e w e

,...
e

—
Yo

. In our country girls as well as boys take an active part in | sports.
They want to build up their health and strength. In this way they
prepare themselves for their future tasks.

X. Study the following pairs of sentences and translate them into Chinese,
and see how the tense is reflected in the Chinese translation:

1. a. He plays the piano well.

b. He is playing the piano.
2. a. She looks rather pale.

b. She is looking at the clouds.
3. a. I don’t think so.

b.

I’'m not thinkfngf_ of anything.
10
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4.

a. She always worries about things.
b. She is now worrying about her little sister.

X1. TFill in the blanks with verbs in the proper tense: .

1.

. The American Constitution _____

The weather ______ (be) just wonderful today. The sun
(shine) bright. A soft wind _________ (blow). In the garden the birds
— (sing) and the bees ________ (buzz) among the flowers.

(say) that all citizens

(have) the right to vote. But most of the American Negroes not
(take) part in the election. Before an election the white

people always (threaten) that the first Negro who ..
(try) to vote will be killed.

A: Hello, Lao Yu, where you (go)?

B: We _____ (go) to the Peking Theatre. The opera ‘The White-
Haired Girl”” ____ (be) on today.

A: Who (play) the part of Hsi-Er?

B: Kuo Lan-ying, T ____ (think).

A: That ____ (be) really wonderful!

My cousin . (take) a great interest in music. She

(sing) well and ____- (compose $£Hlj) songs herself. She

(be) not in Peking now. She ______ (travel) in different parts of the

country with a group of young musicians. They ____ (collect Y

4k) folk songs, which they ______ (work) on when they _____

(be) back in Peking,

XII, Translate the following into English:

I S

Ped
@

R R A I A,
kA BB R AT
SRS TERME B R EE,

A 4F BRI THE, MAERRBA,
K SRR RAEHE B TR B
BEH LRI AR
BFALZR, RMARR—A R,
REELLD, TTRIEFARES,
WAEREG? 108 BERR T H 42
R RIF— A FE R,

X1I. Complete each of the following sentences with an adverbial ¢lause of time
or condition:

1.
2.
3.

4. They will hold the dance in the open air unless

She will come to see you when ............
We shall spend Satarday afternoon in the Summer Palace if
He will answer your letter when

-----------

------------

............




5. Will you please turn off the light before ............
6. I shall stay here until ............

XIV. Make sentences with the following verbs, using the present indefinite or
the present continuous:

work like leave come
try belong believe taste
develop perform mean show

XV. Describe a picture, using the present indefinite and the present con-
tinuous. : b
XVI. Ask and answer questions of the following type: ’ )
How do you prepare your lesson (spend your Sundays, etc.)?

XVII. Insert articles where necessary:

When vacation was about over, Li Lan invited ______
friend, Yu Lin, to see ______ film. They agreed to meet at _
theatre at seven o’clock.

In evening, as Li Lan was getting off —— - bus, she
saw her friend hurrying to ___ theatre from _______ tram stop.
They arrived five minutes before _____ film began. _____._  film

was about __
When it ended,
crowd to ________ restaurant, where each had
They talked about
XVIII. Compose a dialogue on one of the following topics:
1. A Visit to a Theatre _
2. A Play We Saw Last Sunday -
XIX. Topics for written composition: I

struggle of .. peasants against -oppression.

two girls made their way through e

cup of coffee,

vacation and new term,

1. How I Spent My Summer Vacation
2. Retell the text in the third person.
XX. Translate the following into Enghsh
B BT R BN F R, H YRR, L"E’Pﬁﬁ‘iﬂﬁﬁﬂ’ﬁ#’
HRMW, AFARNE,. HERTES, RERBI THEE, BB T
BARHFERR—MAE, B EEFHR Hig R, HERE i?ﬁ’ﬁﬁﬁ%; g
B . ROIEMRVKE . MEIG, EH0E, M ERBAHES®TIE,
AR CEIBE R . ROERGINGE, —ft— DR RIS HR.
BEMARBEE: HREBXE S8
R AT,
“HRRTE R BB IRAR
RS, BREESEMARTREERREA, RS LR TN ER
Bi—E"
U R AR SR (RS MR, TREAGAT RG22
12
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O, BB B H RN AR B R B AT posEiAR (ideals),”
BORRBOK e LR ARKE R—EOTE, Bh—F—B A S ER
AR T

LESSON II

Honour

The weaving mill had started an emulation drive almost a year
before. At the end of every three months new pictures of workers
appeared on a roll of honour. This time, as usual, Fang Chiao-chen’s
photograph was there with a few words about her work underneath.
She had produced no defective cloth during the three months and had
overfulfilled her quota.

That very day while Fang was working in the weaving shop, she
suddenly noticed that something had gone wrong. The pattern on the

right side seemed to be different from the rest. She began to count

the threads of the warp and found that there were two red threads
missing. Well, in that case the two bolts of cloth which she had
already turned in were defective too. But the roll of honour said that
she had produced no defective cloth!

“How careless of me!”” she thought to herself. She decided to tell
the comrade in charge and get the record corrected. But then her
photograph would be taken down from the roll of honour. What a
pity! Nevertheless, when the shift was over, she hurried to the checking
room,.

“I've got something serious to tell you,” Fang said, coming straight
to the point. “Today I found that two warp threads were missing
from the cloth I was weaving. Most likely the two bolts I gave you
last week are defective too. Please find them and check them.” The
checker took the two bolts out and Fang examined them. She saw at
once the place where the threads were missing. ‘

“There you are!” she said quickly. “They are both defective.”

“Why, it’s true!” he said. Pretending that it was n‘othing serious,
he remarked, ““All right, I'll be more garéful next time.”

“But surely you ought to change the record?”’ said Fang.

The checker was startled. Lowering his voice, he said, “Change
the record? What an idea! You know yourself that the work of the last

13




