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1. CAN ANIMALS UNDERSTAND
EACH OTHER ?

If we mean can animals communicate with each other,.
that is, pass on certain messages by signs and sounds, the-
answer is yes. If we mean can they talk to each other as.
we do, the answer is no.

Even among human beings, all communication is
mot by means of® words. We have expressions to-
indicate anger, a shrug of the shoulder to indicate in-
difference, nodding and shaking the head, gestures with
bands, and so on. Many animals make noises and signs.
to do the same thing.

When a mother hen makes a loud noise or crouches:
down, all her chicks understand this as a warning of”
danger® . When a horse neighs or paws the ground, the-
other horses “‘get the message.” Some animals can follow~ -
very slight signs or signals given by other animals. When
a bird merely flies up to a branch to look around, the other-
birds don’t move. But if a bird flies up in a certain way,.
they can tell it’s about to® fly off and they may follow.

Dogs communicate in many ways. They not only:

@by means of: &3 - FE. ®as a warning of danger: {EXk—ff
“B“]‘%o ﬁﬁﬁiﬁflﬁiig?l\ﬂige @is about+inf.:%§. ﬂ]ﬁ- m::
He is about to retire. {fERERHKT. . Coe
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‘bark, but they howl, growl, snarl, and whine. They Ltt
a paw, or bare their teeth. Other dogs can understand
what these sounds and actions mean.

Animals communicate with each other not only
with sounds and movements, but with smell. Most
animals that live in herds depend on smell to keep together.
And, of course, we know how dogs recognize each other
by smell.

Apes are supposed to be among the most intelligent
of animals,® yet they really have no better “language”
than other animals. They make many sounds and exe

- pressions of the face to communicate their feelings of anger
or hunger or joy, but they have nothing like the words of
human speech. :

By the way, unlike human beings who have to learn
how to talk, apes and other animals know their “lan-
guage” by instinct. They will make the right kind of cries
and sounds and expressions even if they have never seen
another animal like themselves before, ‘

Birds, however, learn their way of singing, at least in
part. That’s why a sparrow brought up among canaries
will try to sing like one. It has been learning the wrong

“language”!

®to be among ... of - animals: ;ummwwz~ ﬂ!ﬂ*iﬁﬁﬁ
fFi# apes #J%Eii.
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2. DO ANIMALS LAUGH OR CRY ?

If you have a pet, such as a cat or a dog, you may
become so attached to it that in time you almost feel it’s
“human.” That is, you begin to think it can express
the way it feels in terms of® human emotions, such as.
crying, or perhaps even laughing.

But this isn’t really so. Crying and laughing are
human ways of expressing emotions and no animals have-
this way. Of course, we know that animals can whimper
and whine when they are hurt, but crying involves the:
production of tears with this emotion, and animals cannot
do this.

This doesn’t mean that animals don’t have the tear
fluid in their eyes. But it is used to irrigate the cornea
of the eye. A creature must be a thinking and emotion~-
ally sensitive person to cry. Even children begin to cry
only when they learn to think and fcel. An infant yells,
but he is not crying.

Crying is a substitute for speaking. When we cannot
say what we feel, we cry. It is a reflex that happens
despite ourselves and that helps us “‘get out” what we

@in terms of s JffF e o ‘, Bl o F R BT



feel.®

Laughter is also a human phenomenon. Some
animals may give the impression that they laugh, but it
is not at all like human laughter. The reason is that man
always laughs at something, and this means that a certain
mental process or emotion is involved. Animals are
incapable of having such a mental process or emotion.

For example, when we laugh at a joke, or at a
“funny” sight, our minds or our emotions make it seem
laughable®. In fact, there are many kinds of laughter
and many reasons why we laugh. We may laugh at the
ridiculous (a big, fat man with a tiny umbreila), or at
the comic (a clown, for example), or at the humorous
(a joke), and so on. We may even laugh in scorn.

Psychologists also believe that laughter is a social
‘phenomenon. We laugh when we are part of a group that
finds something amusing. Animals, of course, cannot
resort to laughter for any of these reasons.

@It is a reflex ... what we feel.: XRRNAHATEHMNEZSTRE
R, EEBTRA KR RIBMRE. @make it seem laughable: fi
ERRLFSAKK. scem laughable RARRIGEREE AR,
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3. CAN ANIMALS TASTE ?

Our sense of taste is a source of great pleasure to us,
It makes the enjoyment of food possible. But we have a
sense of taste not just to give us pleasure, but to protect
us, too. It often prevents us from eating things that might
harm us.

What is the process of tasting? It is the ability to per-
ceive the impact of molecules. These moving molecules
stimulate the taste nerves and we identify the message we
receive as having a certain taste. Only substances that
are in solution, where the atoms move about freely, can
be tasted® ., A piece of glass, for example, has no taste,
Everything that makes the molecules move about more
intensifies the taste. That’s why hot things have more
taste. than cold things.
~ The sensation of taste is first received by taste buds,®
which are really nerves constructed like buds. They have
the special ability to pick up certain sensations which
we call taste, .

These taste buds are located, in man and the higher
animals, on the tongue. The number of taste buds varies

©Only substances ... can be tasted.: R A R MRE T A R
SR, BRERMRET, RTFREBMES, @taste ‘buds: R,
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gréatly, depending on the taste needs of the particular
species of animal. Man, for example, is only a moderate
taster. We have about 3,000 taste buds. A whale, which
swallows whole schools of fish® without even chewing, has
few or no taste buds.

A pig, oddly enough,® is more particular in its tastes
than man, and has 5,500 taste buds. A cow has 35,000
taste buds, and an antelope has as many as 50,000 taste
buds! So you see that not only can animals taste, but many
of them are more sensitive tasters than man.

Animals that live in the sea often have taste buds al
over their body. Fish, for example, taste with the whole
surface of the body, right down to their tails! Flies and
butterflies can actually taste with their feet. When the
last joint of a butterfly’s leg touches something sweet its.
snout stretches out immediately so it can suck it up.

Snakes and lizards use their tongues for tasting, but
not as we do®. The tip of the tongue’flickers out and
picks up particles. It brings them to a special organ in
the roof of the mouth which smells or tastes them!

®schools of fish: £ ¥, @oddly enough: #f RiL#FEE. EME }.\;E,
®Snakes and lizards ... not as we do.: ;gmﬁﬁmzmﬁga*a&
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4. WHAT IS THE FASTEST
FOUR-LEGGED ANIMAL ?

Man is very proud of his speed. After all, doesn’t
he zoom through space faster than sound itself can travel?®
Don’t we fly from one coast of our country to another in a
few hours?

What man should really be proud of in these cases®
is his brain, which has enabled him to develop machines
that can go at fantastic speeds. For when it comes to his
body, he is very far indeed from being the speed champion
among mammals. In fact, he ranks quite low.

Let’s take a look at the speeds at which some fours
legged creatures can travel. We must remember, however,
that many animals capable of great speed cannot sustain
this speed for a long time. Man himself, who can travel
about 22 to 25 miles per hour, can hold this speed during
a race such as a 220-yard dash, but notin a longer racel
Also, the speeds given here are not scientifically exact.
They are based on reports and observations which various
people have made at different times. But they give you
a pretty accurate idea of how animals compare in speed.

 OARcr'all, ... can travelP: RiRPUTRY %, A JBE B &AL i MM
MR PR e S5 ) 1 SR M IR 9 @What man should ... in.these
cucst EXLWRS, AXNETTRAREN. EFhD. - - -
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The champ® of them all 15 the cheetah®, a kind of
leopard; it has reached 70 miles per hour! The black-buck
comes next at about 65 miles per hour. At about 60 miles
per hour, we have the Mongolian gazelle® and the Prong-
horn antelope.® Any of these animals mentioned would
outdistance all other mammals in a race of over a mile or-
so. :
The lion, surprisingly enough, can charge after his.
enemy at a speed of 50 miles, but he can’t keep it up.
A deer, which most of us consider a very fast animal, only
goes at about 45 or 50 miles an hour, and that’s about
the speed of a race horse!

Another animal that is used in racing, the greyhound,®
goes at about 35 to 40 miles—only a few miles faster than a
-grizzly bear® ! And an elephant has been known to make
a dash at 25 miles an hour!

@champ: EE [AF0iE] (=champion),  @cheetah: (FANA RN
BN, (®the Mongolian gazelle: % HIBE, @the Proaghorn
antelope: X fi#¥ (= pronghorn) =T REF SEEFNH. Dgreyhound; N
B(—HBHRE, $THRNM),  Oprizly bear: RAM(FFR),
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5. WHAT ANIMALS LIVE THE LONGEST ?

There are many legends and stories about various
animals that have lived to an amazing old age®. Most
of them are exaggerated, however. Let us consider some
of the longest-lived animals and see what the recerds
actually show. _

Among mammals, the elephant is generally believed
to live the longest. There are stories of elephants that lived
150 or 200 years, but this has never been proven. It is
probable that there has been an occasional elephant that
lived about 100 years, but as far as verified records go,
the oldest was an elephant that died at a little over 60.

The horse shares honors with the elephant for a tong
life® . There are many cases of horses that lived owver
50 years. Here are some verified records of the long life
of other mammals: hippopotamus, 41 years; rhinoceros,
40 years; bears, 34 years; monkeys, over 20 years; cats,
about 23 years; dogs, 22 years. These are records set by
individual animals and do not represent the average.

Among birds, it is sometimes claimed that parrots and

eagles have lived more than 100 years. But this again

(Dhave lived to an amazing old age: ERTHA B B4 - @The

horse ... for a long life.: BRZEFKENFEE. Dk
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