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About the Oracle Certification Exams

Oracle Corporation is very committed to helping professionals learn how to use the
inherently complicated products they sell. Oracle’s Education division produces a
wide variety of quality courses, along with a growing battery of exams designed to
recognize those who have both “book learning” about Oracle products and plenty
of hands-on experience with those products. Although these exams do not
guarantee that someone who is certified is an expert, they do guarantee that the
person is not an amateur.

The response to the Oracle Certified Professional (OCP) programs has been
impressive. In a study performed by International Data Corporation, most of the
companies said the increased effectiveness of OCP-certified professionals resulted in
savings that paid for the certification in less than nine months! Not surprisingly,
when OCP professionals were surveyed, 97 percent said they benefited from
becoming certified. These benefits include increased knowledge, of course, but
professionals have also gained other, less tangible benefits such as getting in the
door for a more fulfilling job, being given more complicated (and more visible)
projects at their current job, and gaining concrete leverage for increased pay. OCP-
certified professionals also receive the right to use the OCP logo.

Requirements for Certification

This may sound strange, but each exam in the Oracle Applications Developer
Release 6/6i certification track has a different passing score. That’s because Oracle
Education changes the exams frequently, but they want the leve! of skill necessary to
pass them to remain constant. So when they change an exam, they carefully gauge
the difficulty of the new questions compared to the old ones, and if the questions
are more difficult, they let you answer fewer of them correctly and still pass. If the
questions are easier, you must give a correct answer on more of them in order to
pass. They’ve been doing this for several years, so the number of questions on each
exam, as well as the number you have to answer correctly, is a little different for
each exam. The following table shows the current requirements in the Oracle
Applications Developer Release 6/6i certification track. By the time you take your
exams, the figures could be slightly different than those in the table, but the overall
point is the same: you must answer 60 to 70 percent of the questions correctly in
order to pass an exam. Because of this, it makes sense to wait to schedule each
exam until you are consistently scoring at least 85 percent on the related practice
exams in this book. If you have the time, it will also help if you invest a few months
into application development before taking your exams.




Minimum

Correct
Exam Number of Answers Passing
Number ExamTitle Questions to Pass Percentage
1Z0-001  Introduction to 57 39 68%
Oracle: SQL and
PL/SQL
1Z0-101 Develop PL/SQL 57 39 68%
Program Units
1Z0-131 Build Internet 60 38 63%
Applications |
1Z0-132  Build Internet 60 36 60%
Applications 1l

If you take an exam and do not pass, you have to wait 30 days before you can
take it again. You may repeat an exam three times in a 12-month period.

Recertification

As Oracle products are upgraded, the exams must also be upgraded. When Oracle
Education releases a modified exam track for a new software version, they notify
people who have been certified in the earlier version of the software. The prior
certification remains valid for six more months. During that time you can become
certified in the new version of the product by taking a New Features exam that
covers the features added in the new release of the software.

Exam Format

The OCP exams are administered by Sylvan Prometric, an independent professional
testing company with over 800 locations worldwide. Because the exams are
computer based, they can be scheduled at your convenience—you don't have to go
at a specific predetermined time. You only need call Sylvan, identify what exam you
want to take, select the location you want, and identify when you want to go.
Generally, you will take the exam in a room with a few computers in it; you will be
assigned a computer and you will take your exam individually. Another person may
or may not be in the room at the same time, and if a person is in the room, the
chances are good he or she is taking some other exam. The exams consist of 60 to
90 questions; you have 90 minutes to answer them. The questions are either
multiple choice, or scenario based, in which you are presented with a problem,
shown an image of an Oracle product, and asked to click on the areas of the
product that you would use to solve the problem. While taking the exam, you can
mark questions to come back to later for further review. Once you have finished,
your exam will be graded on the spot.
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he Oracle Internet Application Developer certification track consists
of four exams:

B Introduction to Oracle: SQL and PL/SQL
B Develop PL/SQL Program Units

M Build Internet Applications |
M Build Internet Applications I

The first two exams are the basis of numerous Oracle certifications, and they
can be prepared for using a variety of SQL and PL/SQL books. (in fact, you can
prepare for the first exam using the Oracle Press book PL/SQL 101, which | wrote. |
don t mean to be self-serving in mentioning it—I really believe its the best
preparation available for the first exam.)

This book covers the last two exams, and it contains two units—one for each
exam. Within each unit, you will find a number of chapters that teach the
information you need to know to achieve a successful score on the related exam.
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How Chapters Are Organized

The chapters in this book observe the following format:

Discussion Sections

Each subject covered in an exam will be addressed with a discussion section in this
book. Each discussion section will be immediately followed by a brief set of
questions that review the material just presented. The answers to these questions are
not printed elsewhere in the book; the idea is that if you read the questions and

don t know the answers, you have not absorbed the information just presented, and
you should go back and reread it before you continue forward.

Chapter Summaries

Each chapter closes with a summary of the chapter s main points. In addition to
helping drive home the important points after you have read the discussion sections,
this compressed review is a powerful, efficient review tool to use before you take
the exam. After you have gone through a unit in the book and have scheduled to
take the related exam, | recommend that you reread the relevant summaries once a
day for several days preceding the exam. This will keep the material fresh in your
mind with very little time investment.

Two-Minute Drills

Following the chapter summary, the same information is presented in an even
briefer format: as a series of bullet points called Two-Minute Drills. These are great
to read over just before you go in to take your exam.

Chapter Questions and Answers

The final part of each chapter is a series of multiple-choice questions that emulate
the questions you will encounter in the actual exam. After the questions, you will
find the answers, along with an explanation of why the correct answer is correct and
why the others choices are not. Answer these questions after reading the chapter. If
you get 85 percent or more correct, proceed to the next chapter. If you don t, go
back and read the chapter sections related to the questions you missed, and then
wait a couple of days and answer the sample questions again.

Conventions Used in This Book

Bold text indicates text that you will type as shown. Italics are used to identify new
terms the first time they are presented, as well as to emphasize key facts. Items that
deserve special notice are set apart as Notes or Tips. They look like this:
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NOTE

Remember to do all the right things and to not do
the things that aren t.

TP
Never tie your shoelaces together before a hike.

How to Get the Most Out of This Book

You must do three things to get the most out of this book:

I. Do.
2. The.

3. Exercises.

The exercises take the “book learning,” which is quickly forgotten, and put it
into your hands, where it can be retained for a long, long time. Through the course
of this book, you will go through the steps to create a variety of new forms for
working with data. If you want to really maximize your learning and retention, do
the exercises, and then do them again with an application of your own. Your
application can be real or fanciful—it doesn t matter. The magical retention
phenomenon called “transferring the knowledge” will happen either way.

The only exception to doing the exercises is if you are a seasoned Oracle Forms
professional who has created numerous forms already. If this is the case, you can
test out of a chapter by going directly to the questions at the end of the chapter,
answering them, and checking your score. If you get 85 percent or more of the
answers right, and you are pressed for time, its worthwhile to consider skipping that
chapter and proceeding to the next one, which you might test out of as well.
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Introduction

il he market for professionals who understand how to install, modify,
+| and manage Oracle Forms is exploding. The product is as easy to use
1| as any point-and-click form generator, but much more robust than
| products designed strictly to run with PC-based databases.
Companies are clamoring for Oracle Forms consultants. As of this
writing, the job-oriented Internet newsgroups contained 8,400 messages from
people looking to hire Oracle Forms experts. The market for this skill set is strong.
But how does a company’s hiring manager know who is hot and who is just hot
air? Well, word of mouth is always helpful, but only if you trust the mouth you're
listening to. Getting in the door can be a challenge. It helps to have something that
makes you stand out. Putting the Oracle Certified Professional logo in your resume
can certainly help. And once you are on the job, you have an advantage too. On-
the-job training is great, but it tends to be spotty—you learn the things that the
particular job calls for, filtered by whatever the people around you happen to
already know. In contrast, studying for the OCP exams takes you into every area of
Oracle Forms. It is extremely likely that you will learn things you can apply in your
work—things you didn’t even know were available. That helps make you an expert,
and experts are noticed and rewarded in the workplace.
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How Should You Prepare
for the OCP Exams?

With dedication. You will get the most out of this process if you can set aside a
certain amount of time each day (or, perhaps, each work day—let s be realistic) for
study and practice. This enables you to build on recently acquired knowledge while
it is still fresh. At the end of each chapter, take the sample exam. If you answer 85
percent or more of the questions correctly, proceed to the next chapter. If not, go
back and reread the chapter, taking special care to answer the small collection of
exercises that follow each subject point. If you follow this approach, you should do
quite well on the sample exam at the end of the chapter. Continue this process, as
regularly as possible, until you have completed one of the book s two units.

After you have successfully completed a unit, schedule your OCP exam with
Sylvan Prometric. Then read through the Chapter Summaries and the Two-Minute
Drills until the day you take the exam. On that day, wear comfortable clothing
(nobody cares how you look there) and plan to arrive early, so that unforeseen
delays don t ruffle your feathers. When it is time to take the exam, you will be
seated in front of a PC at the testing center you ve selected. The Prometric personnel
will not let you take any books or notepaper in with you—they even ask that you
turn off your pager so an accomplice can t page you with answers! (Remember,
they re just doing their job.) They do provide some notepaper of their own, which
you have to turn in after the exam (to be thrown away, not graded).

The computer-based exam starts by asking you to identify yourself. Then it offers
to give you an introduction to how the testing software works. Its a good idea to go
through this introduction, and it will not count against your time. When you do
decide to start the actual test, you will be presented with the first question and the
timer will start. Each screen contains a question, several potential answers (or a
screen shot on which you will click), buttons to go to the next or prior question, and
an option to mark that question for later review. If you read a question and are
reasonably sure of the correct answer, select the answer and move on to the next
question. If you are not sure, ponder the question for a bit of time—you have an
average of a minute and a half per question—and if you don t know the answer after
several moments, mark the question to be reviewed later and move on. After you
have answered all the questions you know, you can return to the questions that
stumped you earlier, and spend more time thinking about the answer to each. If you
really don t know the answer to a question, then eliminate whatever answers you
are sure are incorrect and guess from those that remain. A question left blank is
considered incorrect, so you have nothing to lose by guessing an answer to a
question you don t know. '

After you are done with the exam, you will be shown an on-screen analysis of
how you did. This is where you hoot and holler, congratulate yourself, and tell the
Prometric administrator that he or she is your best friend. Or maybe its where you
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introspectively ponder how you can study more effectively, and think about
scheduling a repeat performance in 30 days. The on-screen analysis includes both
an overall score and a subject-by-subject summary—the latter is handy if you have
to take the exam again because it lets you know what areas need further review. This
screen is also printed for you to take home with you.

Remember, you have taken two important steps already. First, you have decided
what you want: OCP certification. Knowing what you want enables you to focus
your attention and schedule your time accordingly. Second, you have acquired a
trusty study guide to help you prepare. These steps reflect a level of commitment
that will serve you well as you study. Keep that level of commitment high, do the
work, and you will get the rewards.

Go for it!
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