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Act 1

A Warm Welcome

Scene 1 In the Airport Lobby

( Tang Lian, a middle-aged Chinese woman, has
been waiting impatiently for George Green, who fi-

nally comes out of the Customs.)

Tang: Excuse me, you’ re Mr. Green from Re-
vivia, aren’t you?

Green:; Yes. I’m glad you recognize me.

Tang: “A man with white hair and beard” Isn’t

that how you describe yourself in the telex? So
it’s easy to spot you in any crowd. let me
introduce myself: I'm Tang Lian, sales
manager of Yellow River Import and Export
Corporation. How do you do?

Green; (shaking hands with Tang ) How do you
do? I'm glad to know you. Pardon me, [
didn’ t quite catch your name just now.
Would you please repeat it?

Tang; It’s Tang Lian; Tang is my surname, but

~ the Chinese put the surname first
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Green:

Tang:

Green:
Tang:

Green:

Tang:

Green:

Tang:

Green:

Tang:

Green:
Tang:

Should I call you Miss Tang or Mrs. Tang?
Let’s not be so formal! Just call me Tang
Lian, as all my friends do. (gives him her
card ) Do you have any unaccompanied lug-
gage?

No. I always travel either with this bag or
with a small suit-case only.

Let’ s go, then! This way to the front-
door. Let me carry your bag!

No, I wouldn’t dream of letting a lady car-
ry things for me. Surely 1’ m not so old as
all that yet.

Of course not. You look young and energet-
ic in spite of your white hair, Mr. Green.
Thank you. I’m glad 10 hear it.

The car is waiting outside to take us to the
hotel. 1’ ve reserved a suite for you at Drag-
on Hotel, one of the biggest in Beijing.

Do you mean one of the largest suites, or
one of the biggest hotels? 4
Actually, both the hotel and the suite are
rather big; but the biggest ones aren’t al-
ways the best ones.

Quite true, Madame Tang.

Mr. Green, just wait till you see the suite; you
can change it for a better one if you don't hap-

pen to like it, or move to another hotel, if you

like.
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Green; That’s very considerate of you.

(Just before they reach the door, Dora Dobbs ap-
proaches . )
Dobbs: Hello, Mr. Green! I've been looking for

you for quite a while. 1’ m so glad to see

but

that you’ ve found your bag at last
don’t forget your promise!

Green: No, I certainly won't. A promise is a
promise. (turns to Tang) Let me intro-

“duce you: this is my Chinese friend,
Madame Tang, and this is Miss Dobbs,
who helped me find my lost bag.

Tang: (surprised ) Oh! Did you lose your luggage?
No wonder I had to wait for a long time before
you came out of the Customs! Did you have
much trouble finding it? ‘

Dobbs; To make a long story short, he finally
found his bag and whisky with my help,
and promised me a reward.

Tang: (gives Dobbs a wink) Mr. Green happens
to be a very rich jeweller, Miss Dobbs. You
should have asked him for a big reward.

Dobbs: Really? I wish 1 had known that, but 1

only asked for a very small jewel. It's too

late now!

Green: Though the reward is small in size, it’s big
in value.

Tang: Since the biggest isn’ t always the best, we

should say the smallest isn’t always the cheap
est either. Don’t you agree, Mr. Green?
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Green:

Tang:

Green:

You've put truth in a nutshell again,
Madame Tang. It shows how well Chinese
brains work.

Thank you for your compliment. The car
has been waiting for a long time. Let’s go!

After you, ladies!

( They walk out of the lobby.)

Scene 2 Outside the Airport

(The three of them have just come out of the air-

port.)
Tang:

Dobbs:

Green:
Tang:

Dobbs:;

Tang:

Where are you going, Miss Dobbs? Shall I
give you a lift?

Yes, please. I’m afraid 1 must go wherever
Mr. Green goes. I’ m going to follow him
like a shadow until he gives me the reward
he has promised.

(under his breath ) Oh, God!

( pointing) In that case, let all of us get in-
to that black car over there! It will take us
to Dragon Hotel. (zo Dobbs) 1’ ve already
reserved a room for Mr. Green there; you
can stay at the same hotel, too, if you like.
Is it one of those posh hotels?

Yes, I should think so. It’s a magnificent
building with luxurious suites and most effi-

cient services.
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Dobbs H

Green:

Dobbs:

Green:

Dobbs:

( giggles) How nice! [’ ve always wanted to
stay in a grand hotel, even if {or one night.
But you must realize, my dear Miss Dobbs,
staying in such an hotel even for one night
would cost a terrific sum. Do you think it
would be worth it?

Why not? Don’ t forget you’ ve promised
me a blue jewel; if I don’t stay in the same
hotel as you do, [ would lose that jewel
very likely, wouldn’t I7

Oh, no, you won’t! As 1’ ve already told
you, a proniise is a promise.

That’ s good!

( They all get into the car. )
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