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An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge
% W # b

Ambrose Bierce

AT R BRI (1842—1914) , X B2 A, K, HATLH
BEBN A REHRREE, OTRAAABTF PRI —A, Bt
ZHERBETRY, ERMTAYHE1861), EF LG HEHE
BREAANET — 28 F A 2ER, HMoLRFL 10, BHEH
VB, LY EAhELABAHER BLAASH REATRVBEELR
BIBGEH, ALRFLERE ARMALAEHRAALEFL,
T AR HEG EAREZISL, 193 F -4 2
PREAGHP ARMEFSFHBLIAE, X TARTHRHES
T O RERFGERIAYREBRIALE (FAFET LY
# ¥ ) (Tales of Soldiers and Civilians ,1891;1898 # £ # g, X &
AL EZ @) In the Midst of Lifel), ##GXHHFHTHRA A
% ?)( Can Such Things Be?,1893), ~

(AFHEYFEYRE, XEE LK F(1861—1865)4 # % , 3
B-ABANEENEFRREFDORF LMo FTHAEREZABH
M RES R, ERMAFETHRFL2E, A FFHT %
R B AAMMEATREGHEM BERF TREHXTHINNEHT
B AR ER, BHX—BRR AN, AR, &
BB BEREACHER(E P L)(A Horseman in the
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Sky) A& #F £ mA)(Chickamauga )% X R I3k & FHE Dk x
EE

(AAHLEY)SZAHS - FH2ERRE, 2NN BR
FRBHHEFAER, FEHORIAEIA, RRAF—HI4UE
W, 8E EANL AL IRALZH -

I

man stood upon a railroad bridge in Northern Alabama,
Alooking down into the swift waters twenty feet below. The
man’s hands were behind his back, the wrists bound with a cord.
A rope loosely encircled his neck. It was attached to a stout cross-
timber above his head, and the slack fell to the level of his knees.
Some loose boards laid upon the sleepers supporting the metals of
the railway supplied a footing for him and his executioners—two
private soldiers of the Federal Army, directed by a sergeant, who
in civil life may have been a deputy sheriff. At a short remove up-
on the same temporary platform was an officer in the uniform of
his rank, armed. He was a captain. A sentinel at each end of the
bridge stood with his rifle in the position known as “support,”
that is to say, vertical in front of the left shoulder, the hammer
resting on the forearm thrown straight across the chest—a formal
and unnatural position, enforcing an erect carriage of the body.
It did not appear to be the duty of these two men to know what
was occurring at the centre of the bridge; they merely blockaded

the two ends of the foot plank which traversed it.




A HE

N —FFL, Bt R B FE, fA AN ARLE
TR e B AR, R BN HIREN RS, NS5
PATE RIS, fliE H BRSNS

Alabgma:ﬂﬂ?ﬁag,ilil@ﬁd‘l‘lz@o EE b R
1, 55 IMA RS HBEEM,. railroad bridge: (%87 %%,
HEK (T HA) B BEHT . wrists: BE#B. bound % bind (#H
45) 953 %4> 18, the wrists bound with a cord FU4E nomi-
" native absolute participial construction (¥ 7 F#& 43 {a] &%
) VB 6B 5HE , X B A KRB = TR EE R
HetgtE I, BrLARR 4 adverbial of attendant circumstances
(PEBETEEIRIE) o

encircled: £ f¥. attached: # f£. stout: & Ly,
crosstimber: 1 K, slack: (£ F) #A 5t i1 T % &Y & 5
level: B, BT FTESNEEF.

sleepers: (% ¥ T #) ¥t K. executioners: 17 /il Ao
footing: Y BI#JH1 5 . the Federal Army: (dt75) BRHZE,
private soldiers: %l &, + J&. sergeant: = B, # to
deputy sheriff: 8%, may have been KR EFIHEFF
FERIR Do

remove : [5]%, %2, at a short remove : RIZTHIHL T o
temporary platform: & H & HATERITE A
#4774 - in the uniform of his rank: & FH H EHH
AR

E)FH) armed &1L 2417, & who was armed K&
B% ,armed 2 ¥ FiMiA, ARG REH, KB T SR
ey, Xk +HE . SHE officer BIRTH, E2 5
B4 ... was an armed officer in the uniform of his
rank, WRTEE X HE L EX B, B EFEHK, B T
W&o
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sentinel;: W5, support: Fit (£ %), vertical: EH
{#Jo hammer: (H48 ER) L. chest:JI T o ALK
TEMIRTE BT b, th 2 P SR U B AR 1 L A SR 3 E R 5 1A
ghHy, RN X AN BB EEAT .

BT S (dash, — ) RN IBSHENT, S I RHN XN E
¥R (47 HY a formal and unnatural position F[E &)
&) the position L) ;& — i & (KB H (enforcing an
erect carriage of the body) EXMIRBERIED

blockaded: ¥4, the foot plank that traversed it:Il&
It G AE BB B TR E SR B BR B AR AR

Beyond one of the sentinels nobody was in sight; the railroad
ran straight away into a forest for a hundred yards, then, curv-
ing, was lost to view. Doubtless there was an outpost further
along. The other bank of the stream was open ground—a gentle
acclivity crowned with a stockade of vertical tree trunks, loop-
holed for rifles, with a single embrasure through which protruded
the muzzle of a brass cannon commanding the bridge. Midway of
the slope between bridge and fort were the spectators—a single
company of infantry in line, at “parade rest,” the butts of the
rifles on the ground, the barrels inclining slightly backward
against the right shoulder, the hands crossed upon the stock. A
lieutenant stood at the right of the line, the point of his sword up-
on the ground, his left hand resting upon his right. Excepting the
group of four at the centre of the bridge not a man moved. The
compahy faced the bridge, staring stonily, motionless. The sen-
tinels, facing the banks of the stream, might have been statues to

adorn the bridge. The captain stood with folded arms, silent, ob-
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serving the work of his subordinates but making no sign. Death is
a dignitary who, when he comes announced, is to be received
with formal manifestations of respect, even by those most famil-
iar with him. In the code of military etiquette silence and fixity

are forms of deference.

curving: 3525, lost to view: & A Mo outpost: B,
farther along: EXCHIHL S .

open ground: (1 %) JT i@ &9 # #o acclivity: #4 3,
stockade : (B5 I T2 #9) #i#~ . loop-holded: 7 & (5t FAHY)
#8fR . embrasure: ¥l . protruded: iF H 7E (M A~ AY) M E -
muzzle ;#8110 , commanding: (J& &S T #)EHIE

fort: %, spectators: EWH . FEHABITSHENLT
BS,5FH X spectators 1R &K % BRI F A7 & company
KHEABMIE, a single company of infantry in line: HE X
PATERS—EF K, tAIZ M REWTH LR at “pa-
rade rest” . b T“KFN R E"EH . TR XEHHH
7 A8 +C (butts) HRFEHE |, FOEBEBE 17 5 A4 (inclining) ,
SHEAB L, TR FNZZ UE MTER 5 (stock) Lo

lieutenant: $1 B, the group of four: ¥4~ 17 I #Y +
5, REFANS L, AP S FEREN LR

stonily: /3L {Ul#b, statues to adorn the bridge: &%
FENT LR IRAIREIR . might have been R EHIES, X E
FRRE L EFRERER, LR EFRRE,

with folded arms: W& 3X X ZEfiAT. subordinates: &
. making no sign: RFhF

dignitary: 5 A when he comes announced: ¥4 ff1 4
AT @ikimE AR
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formal manifestations of respest: (F REH M) & E
HI{U S, those f5HEI & 2T who are B/~ idl, ¥ERO R H AT
8 (him FHCERNEDE R Death) T BN L RMEE,

In the code of military etiquette: & ZE M, silence
and fixity are forms of deference : # BR R 37 B R R HAHY
7o

KRB ST B I R, B SR Wi, WA LK
B BTSRRI AR BN AR

The man who was engaged in being hanged was apparently
about thirty-five years of age. He was a civilian, if one might
judge from his habit, which was that of a planter. His features
were good —a straight nose, firm mouth, broad forehead, from
which his long, dark hair was combed straight back, falling be-
hind his ears to the collar of his well-fitting frock coat. He wore a
moustache and pointed beard, but no whiskers; his eyes were
large and dark grey and had a kindly expression which one would
hardly have expected in one whose neck was in the hemp. Evi-
dently this was no vulgar assassin. The liberal military code makes
provision for hanging many kinds of people, and gentlemen are

not excluded.

XEES - RS EAA—N RIS
#9524k (The man who was engaged in being hanged) o

civilian: . habit: 2%, planter: FiEFE .

features: Fi & , F5i, well-fitting frockcoat: FH &
SRR
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moustache: /& ¥, pointed beard: LI £ # 7.
whiskers: ZZAEE1 T, hemp FIEEIRRK, thMBIELR &,
this was no vulgar assassin: b3 f3IEFHHIRIZE

The liberal military code ... and gentlemen are not
excluded: R EE1R 38 69 F 2 AL E 7] LI FEIF 2 AR B9
A st S A HRHEBRE SR :

B 7 LE—BR&E - AMXBEEE—mEBINESN,
TEE IR R WA MG ANE R, XK MFLHES
RIG, BSANE BRAE TE, ABRS NS TSk
BANSE . ZRAENEHEANBEEELESL

The preparations being complete, the two private soldiers
stepped aside and each drew away the plank upon which he had
been standing. The sergeant turned to the captain, saluted and
placed himself immediately behind that officer,. who in turn
moved apart one pace. These movements left the condemned man
and the sergeant standing on the two ends of the same plank,
which spanned three of the cross-ties of-the bridge. The end upon
which the civilian stood almost, but not quite, reached a fourth.
This plank had been held in place by the weight of the captain; it
was now held by that of the sergeant. At a signal from the for-
mer, the latter would step aside, the plank would tilt and the con-
demned man go down between two ties. The arrangement com-
mended itself to his judgment as simple and effective. His face
had not been covered nor his eyes bandaged. He looked a moment
at his “unsteadfast footing,” then let his gaze wander to the
swirling water of the stream racing madly beneath his feet. A

piece of dancing driftwood caught his attention and his eyes fol-
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lowed it down the current. How slowly it appeared to move!
What a sluggish stream!

saluted : #(fLo in turn:EEHF R0
spanned three of the cross-ties: ¥ = AL AH,
fourth JSH & % cross-tie,
signal: 55 tilt:/#&K. condemned: ¥,
arrangement 5 IIE K #E £ LS. commended it-
self to his judgment as simple and effective : 7B (¥5_ 4
1 the condemned man)%& XK , X% B B & 8 .
bandaged : (A 5 ) FLER.
unsteadfast footing: REFEMN I EH. HRE RIS,
L EAINS , X B A M N HrE she AR , B
LIHIEE I S1EAMRE. swirling: & BRI,
driftwood: ¥ K. sluggish: GZR)BIHEEM .
FEAAWE MM T # &7 K i R (the water ...
racing madly beneath his feet) , R X & I — B IEA G
fR%, ATIAAEIK R ME 2 AR, XTI HEBEC
Y EE IR B AR, X AR ERIFE , R SRR Z A
KokbiElo
X, NERORE AR R MR ZEMA I AR
FANNAEBNES AR, EATHHEE, LT
HELUR B o

He closed his eyes in order to fix his last thoughts upon his
wife and children. The water, touched to gold by the early sun,

the brooding mists under the banks at some distance down the
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stream, the fort, the soldiers, the piece of drift—all had distract-
ed him. And now he became conscious of a new disturbance.
Striking through the thought of his dear ones was a sound which
he could neither ignore nor understand, a sharp, distinct, metal-
lic percussion like the stroke of a blacksmith’s hammer upon the
anvil; it had the same ringing quality. He wondered what it was,
and whether immeasurably distant or near by—it seemed both. Its
recurrence was regular, but as slow as the tolling of a death knell.
He awaited each stroke with impatience and—he knew not why—
apprehension. The intervals of silence grew progressively longer;
the delays became maddening. With their greater infrequency the
sounds increased in strength and sharpness. They hurt his ear like
the thrust of a knife; he feared he would shrick. What he heard

was the ticking of his watch.

A — BRI = N A B T 69 R K, O B A R KR
B ZLEE. IE, N TEEEREITNEE 2, 85
s et ET )L, A B EM, % HHERIIFRNT
Az, REMPIRBEEG 2br, MERE ST
LBBAR AT e R . BRAAERRZELEN, B HEiX
WAL ERE ., RERXENNEELITRILEEEST
BH,EERUASAGR, XHREENENZATEHESS
AT

touched to gold by the early sun: E &I Z #FMm2E
B4 NN, brooding. &I E = (FE/KESHHE L)Y,
drift = driftwood. distracted: /8 (7EE 7)o

AREENAH FIREE Z B2 R FH T (a new dis-
turbance) . ZEAtE 23 A (dear ones)fIbHER , — H YT 2 —
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AN FEE FE R (striking ) o 31X 5 3 b BE AR B 76 H R (ig-
nore) , X & | E 4 H b (nor understand) .

a sharp, distinct, metallic percussion( 525 « /&M ¥
AL 75 ) A a sound. [A] fir, X A= H VER KA1 BA a0
%, anvil: 8kRf. ringing quality . FE i JBBREO T G

immeasurably : % DU B (B E E W) -

recurrence: & £ #J B Wo regular: M N #9, the
tolling of a death knell: (ZR1€15 5L 1) T B 2 Bk o

apprehension: 2R, intervals: (VTR HY) &Ko grew
progressively longer: 2 5 & k A &k A, the delays be-
came maddening ; EHAIH A B EME S KK o

greater infrequency: (BUHY ) KBk AL o

e, AERANEEE, EALAFAFEMYTIL
HHEFENES., XEXHENERZAR 2 EAL
FREAEEAHOERE, EAMNEEEH RN IR,
WH WM, EANERTPHIEBEA LS ARIITEE,

He unclosed his eyes and saw again the water below him. “If
I could free my hands,” he thought, “I might throw off the noose
and spring into the stream. By diving I could evade the bullets,
and, swimming vigorously, reach the bank, take to the woods,
and get away home. My home, thank Ged, is as yet outside their
lines; my wife and little ones are still beyond the invader’s far-

thest advance.”

unclosed: i FF (AR BE ) - noose: & K. diving: & ¥ko
evade: ¥ 7F . vigorously: { ) #, /i /7 #. take to the
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woods: it #& #o get away home BE[A %, lines: ffi%k.
invaders: Af2Z (384t %E )., farthest advance. #EH B E T
FIHLIX _

As these thoughts, which have here to be set down in words,
were flashed into the doomed man’s brain rather than evolved
from it, the captain nodded to the sergeant. The sergeant stepped

aside.

set down in words: i XL FEHI¥K,

KELSLABARANXFE %, A2 BB MTRIEX
(the doomed man) I A% , FFAE R M Al 0 Sk fing B2 A8 HH 3k
#J(rather than evolved from it), Mi& M MRN8
(flashed into ... ), BAFEX RIS, ERN L&A T A%k,
IR T .

ENMRENTEALNRE? BHAENER? HEAS
BEaEBENER? €8 X0 EERLEEENNN
ERAH,NBEAAOHEE R,

(4

Peyton Farquhar was a well-to-do planter, of an old and
highly-respected Alabama family. Being a slave owner, and, like
other slave owners, a politician, he was naturally an original se-
cessionist and ardently devoted to the Southern cause. Circum-

stances of an imperious nature which it is unnecessary to relate
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here, had prevented him from taking service with the gallant
army which had fought the disastrous campaigns ending with the
fall of Corinth, and he chafed under the inglorious restraint,
longing for the release of his energies, the lérger life of the sol-
dier, the opportunity for distinction. That opportunity, he felt,
would come, as it comes to all in war time. Meanwhile he did
what he could. No service was too humble for him to perform in
aid of the South, no adventure too perilous for him to undertake
if consistent with the character of a civilian who was at heart a
soldier, and who in good faith and without too much qualification
assented to at least a part of the frankly villainous dictum that all

is fair in love and war.

i - - % /K (Peyton Farquhar) 2SR o

an original secessionist: — MR BN EFE N EH. 15
EEFILERFRTS E TR+ — NI BT A
ardently devoted to the Southern cause: ¥k bk & 45 55
75338 (the Confederate States of America) I AE,

Circumstances of an imperious nature : 37 K188 H
UL, taking service with the gallant army: X ¥ X B
ZPA(F5RE ) B iR . disastrous campaigns:# Z/1B KK
% Corinth:AIMRET, EEZPHALMNIR T, B/REA Y
Ffo ERBG BRI @A, AR AL iR I, 1862 £F 10 A 3
HE 14 B, At EERMARETRIC #4177 BRI, Bk
EHMEE—HRE RN SE%, chafed: 28, &, in-
glorious restraint: Rt E KRGl (FEHERER LW
b5 o

longing for (RZ)M 5 E A = iaAHIEIRIE: the
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release of his energies(iEA HE ZH#), the larger life
of the soldier(KIRM I S B HIE Fk4E ) , the opportuni-
ty for distinction(—2RLHINE) .

humble: R, perilous: f& K #). consistent: —
M), a civilian who was at heart a soldier: B F B E&ZE A
B — MR, in good faith: AR ELLEH ., with-
out too much qualification: % & KX Z{R£ &, assented: ¥
o the frankly villainous dictum ; 2 A% i AR 15 K idl,
fair; AR, AER, EFED LR EBAUREFBE
HITHESELE A . All is fair in love and war & —F %
EHN ZEZES , SN EARARIE" A Sk,

One evening while Farquhar and his wife were sitting on a
rustic bench near the entrance to his grounds, a grey-clad soldier
rode up to the gate and asked for a drink of water. Mrs. Farquhar
was only too happy to serve him with her own white hands. While

-she was gone to fetch the water, her husband approached the

dusty horseman and inquired eagerly for news from the front.

rustic bench ; LUEEWM R B HIRFIKE. a grey-
clad soldier: — & FR G ER L. BiLaFRE, it
FERERASKE A, BEENAKE . approached: EiL %o
news from the front: MBI ERNHEER

“The Yanks are repairing the railroads,” said the man, “and

are getting ready for another advance. They have reached the



