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Preface

When I was lecturing in Southwest Missouri State Universi-
ty, I met many friends from all corners of the world, including
some overseas Chinese living in the States and the students of
Southwest Missouri State University, who cherish a great desire
for a book that can serve not only as a reader of the Chinese lan-
guage but also as popular reader through which they can have a
systematic knowledge of the ancient Chinese culture. Since her
reform policy, China has had more and more cultural exchange
activities with the rest of the world. Majority of those visiting
scholars, students who study in English-speaking countries and
foreign affairs workers hope to have an ideal book in English to
provide highlights of Chinese culture.

Hence, to meet the needs, we have completed this book re-
lating to various facets of Chinese culture, ranging from China’s
geography, climate, legends, dynasties to philosophy, litera-
ture, art, religion, Wushu, medicine, cuisine, education, festi-
val celebrations, etc., beginning from the ancient emperors,
ending with the Republic of China.

The writer wrote the book in English-Chinese bilingual ver-
sion to help the Chinese readers to introduce Chinese culture
with the help of English and meanwhile help the foreign learners

who want to practise Chinese while reading for the systematic
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v 2 Brief Introduction to Chinese History and Culture

knowledge of Chinese culture.

This book can serve as a course book of Chinese culture for
those who study Chinese as a second foreign language. It can al-
so be a practical reader for visiting scholars, overseas students
who work and study in English speaking countries when they
need to introduce the Chinese culture to the people around them.

In the course of writing the book, I have obtained great help
from the senior professor Zhao Ming, Dr. Xu Hongli, Dr. Liu
Huairong from Qingdao University, who have constantly given
me advice and courage, and they have also proofread some of the
chapters. In the process of getting this book ready, I always re-
ceived whole-hearted support from my wife Fan Qinhui, without
which, this book will never come to its present form.

It is a pleasure to acknowledge the help 1 received in bring-
ing this book to completion. Sincere thanks are especially ex-
tended to the above-mentioned experts. My special appreciation
is also paid to the immense encouragement from John H. Keiser,
the President of Southwest Missouri State University, Dr.
James Baker, Dr. Steve Robinette and Dr. Julie Johnson. With-

out theit constant encouragement, this book will never turn out.

The writer
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