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Introduction

This manuscript focuses on elucidating theories and
practice of international relations. It has three unique
characteristics ;

First, it gives excellent discussions and reflections of
the theories and practice regarding international relations
since the formation of the global international relations in
the modern history of the world. particularly the theories
and strategies of international relations developed and ap-
plied by the leaders of major world powers and the presti-
gious scholars in international relations in influencing the
three changes and evolutions in the world political pat-
terns since the modern history of the world. The three
changes include the transformation from the Vienna Pat-
tern to the Versailles-Washington Pattern; from the Ver-
sailles- Washington Pattern to the Yalta Pattern (bi-polar-
ization Pattern) as well as the current change from the bi-

polarization pattern to the multiple political pattern.
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Second, this text consists of elaborating on more than ten most
representative theories of international relations that have made signifi-
cant impacts on the formation. transformation and development of
world political patterns. These theories are selected after comprehen-
sive investigations of various ideas of international relations. The se-
lected theories include both Marxist notions of international relations
and the main stream of the Western theories of international relations,
as well as the representative ideas proposed by the former Soviet U-
nion. the third world countries and China. Each chapter of the book
starts with a detailed and comprehensive analysis of a selected theory of
international relations, followed by examining and summarizing how the
theory has influenced world patterns. Finally, the chapter gives an in-
troduction to the most recent development of the theory.

Third. the world is witnessing a unique historical period character-
ized by the new millenium and the transformation from the old world
political pattern to the new one. This manuscript has been written in
such a way that it can satisfy the needs of both people who are eager to
obtain general knowledge of international issues, theories and world
patterns and scholars, professors and students at universities and col-
leges who are interested in specialized knowledge, analyses and conve-
nient references about international relations.

The editor and authors of the manuscript are professors currently
teaching international relations and doing research in this area at univer-
sities. They all have postgraduate degrees in international political sci-
ences from Beijing University and Renmin University of China. Because
of the limited time and resources, this book may still need improve-
ments. We look forward to comments and criticism from our readers!

Xing Aifen
2000.12. 6
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