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BEAR MEETS TRAPPER

f

The Capture of Geronimo
by Earls Flemung

My head was pressed against the back door of the long iron trap, and my eyes were
glued to the peephole. Before 1 could distinguish anything in the semidarkness inside,
three things happened simultaneously. I heard a terrific explosion, saw a flash of light,

and was stunned by a jarring blow on the head.
What had happened? As I reeled backward into the brush, three explanations sprang

to my mind. lightning had struck the trap, the trap had exploded, or a bear cub was in
the trap and its mother, waiting outside, had charged me. With a coughing grunt and a
rattle of metal from inside the trap, the truth dawned —a captive bear had banged against

the interior of the steel plate that my head had been pressed against.
Drinking some icy water- from the winding river in front of the bear trap and

splashing a quantity over my head brought me fully to my senses. 1 was too grateful for
my safety to pay much atiention to the splitting headache 1 still had. More cautious
now, 1 pushed aside the inspection door with a stick. Almost instantly a long muzzle
poked out, accompanied by a series of hoglike grunts and long, inquisitive sniffing
noises. Without wasting a moment I set up the weighing apparatus. Then, so that 1

“could anesthetize the captured bear, I started chinking the air holes in the trap.
As 1 was plugging the second hole the rag disappeared inside the trap. Another

attempt ended the same way. It was obvious that I was dealing with an animal of
superior intelligence. I tried a different opening, but to no avail; the captured brownie
was unplugging the holes as quickly as I filled them. Despite my frustration, I was a
happy trapper indeed, because now there was no doubt about the identity of my

prisoner.
Backing quietly away, I started working again at the other side of the trap. I was

feeling quite clever at having outwitted Geronimo, as I had immediately nicknamed him,
when a sledge-hammer wallop struck the inside of the trap right under my nose. Surprise
and fright catapulted me eight feet into the brush. I was relieved that no fellow worker

—_— 1 -
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with the Alaskan Wildlife Service was watcniag this job,

Having decided that a bit of strateyy was in order. | whittled ssme short willow
sticks to tapering points and forced them nto the holes. These served my purpose; the
more the bear tried to pull them inside. the tighter thev stuck. Geronimo tested each stick
carefully . and I ensoved watching the pivgs move around. knowing that if everything
passed his inspection, | had done a good 0b.

Filling the sprayer with ether, and putting the nozzle to the hole left open for that
purpose. 1 started pumping anesthetic inio the trap. At this point it wouldn’t have
surprised me much if the bear had put a paw over the inside of the hole to keep out the
fumes. 1If he had, | think 1’d have just opened the door and released him.

After I'd pumped for forty minutes--and used three and a haif pints of ether —the
bear finaily gave in {o unconsciousness. 1 had at the most five or six minutes to work in
before he would stari to revive. My first task was to elevate the heavy iron trap door and
insert a spike under it so that | could drag Geronimo cut for weighing. As I pushed the
door up, the spike slipped to the ground and the bear’s head rolled limply over the
threshold. There was the superintelligent brownie that had been eluding me for so long. 1
couldn’ move the massive head, however. and the door was too heavy to let down on the
animal’s head without injuring him. My mind worked frantically , but there was only one

solution: I had to remove the door completely by sliding it up out of the grooves.
1 strained until 1 saw black spots dancing before my eyes; my vision blurred from

the perspiration trickling down my forehesd. Glancing down momentarily, 1 saw the
beat’s eyelids flickering, the first sign of revival. I realized that something had to be done
fast. Most of the door was now above the top of the channels: pushing the top of the
door back with all the strength 1 could muster, I hoped to lock the bdttom in the grooves.

Slowly 1 relaxed my hold on the handle--the door didn’t slip.

I quickly grabbed the ether pail. The bear had his head up now and was caimly
surveying the situation. Lying on his stomach , his left foreleg outstretched and his right
foreleg under his body, he offered no objection as I pushed the bucket over his head.
His attitude changed, though, with the first inhalation of ether; reaching up with his
free paw, he hooked his powerful claws over the lower edge of the bucket and with a
frantic shove sent me and the pail tumbling into the nearby brush. Prepared now for
rougher tactics. 1 rushed in again, planted my right foot on his free paw, upturned the
bucket over his head, and held on. )

The bear threw his head back vigorcusly, but somehow I managed to hold on,
though my teeth rattled as he jackknifed and twisted, struggling for freedom. An

eternity later, 1 felt his neck muscles relax as the anesthetic took effect once more.
Geronimo measured 74 inches; 1 estimated his weight at 450 pounds; “he” turned

out to be female. After taking such statistics for the Alaskan Wildlife Service, 1
mounted the camera on its tripcd, set the timer, and took pictures of myself and
2 e



Geronimo together. 1 wanied some proof of the adventure. Everything was going
extremely well until I snapped the last photograph and had to change film. 1 worried
because the bear was recovering. but several minutes passed before the camera was
ready again. Then I hastily put it on the tripod, focused, set tle timer, and turned to

get into the picture. Geronimo was watching me with keen interest and clear eyes.

13 It was evident that any attempt to put my arm around her neck might record a
picture of the bear with my head in i's mouth. Then the expression in the bear’s eyes
changed; trouble was ahead.

14 As the camera clicked, the bear gave a start and raised her head. With a gargling
roar, she lunged toward me. With the bear snorting at my heels 1 faced around the trap
and plunged through the river to an island in the middle of the stream. By then,
however, Geronimo had given up the chase; bellowing and shaking her head, she was
trampling two thousand dollars worth of my finest camera equipment. It was a horrible
sight. Having vented her anger, she waiked slowly towards the stream®and., after
drinking copious amounts of water, lumbered away into the underbrush.

15 T was left with a sore bump on my forehead, another on the back of my head, and
a throbbing welt across the lower part of my right biceps where the pail had gouged me.
I started back to camp; it seemed like a week since breakfast.

1. The moment the bear finally won its freedom,
it .
A lumbered away into the woods
B attacked the writer
HOW WELL DID YOU READ? C dived into the river

Can you follow the time order? What did the writer think?

1. The writer knew that he had a bear as soon as 5. The beat’s most outstanding trait was its
A the prisoner banged against the steel plates A intelligence
B. he heard a grunt i\r:side the trap B strerigth
C  he opened m;: trap door C ferocity

2. In the usual procedure 6f captﬁring and taking .
statistics on :; bear, the first step was to Did you notice the interesting details?

A anesthetize it 6. The writef was primarily interested in
B elevate the trap door v A hunting bears
C set up the weighing apparatus B capturing‘bears for shipment to zoos

3. The dangex; to the writer was greatest C weighing and measuring bears for the
A at the beginning of the story government
B when the bear awoke the first time 7. The first sign that the bear was coming to wis
C after he snapped his last picture A 1ts sitting up suddenly



8.

B the flickering of its eyelids

C a loud grow!

The author was mistaken when he

A removed the trap door completely
B used sticks to plug the holes

C gave the bear a masculine name

How does the writer tell his story”

9.

According to paragraph 7, the writer would
have released the bear because he

A was ready to give up on the animal

B was greatly impressed with its cunning

C  could not afford to waste any more time on

it

10. This story is told as though the writer were

A relating the past experiences of a friend

B telling about something that had once
actually happened to him

C  describing an experience that is happening

now

LEARN ABOUT WORDS

A. Often you can tell the meaning of a word from

its context—the words around it.

Directions; Find the word in the paragrph that

means
curious (3)
mechanical device (3)
put to sl:ep (€))
stuffing (4)
hurled (5)
bottom of an entrance (8)
gather together (9)
breathing in (10)
plentiful (4)
A word may have more than one meaning. [ts

meaning depends on the way it is used.

Directions; Decide which meaning fits the word as

it is used in the paragraph. Write the letter that

stands before the meaning you choose.

1, brush (2)
A bristled implement
B small battle; skirmish
C foliage; woods
1i. dawned (2)
A became clear
B gave promise
C grew light
12. in order (6)
A appropriate; required
B tidy
C following correctly
13. point (7)
A sharp end
B time
C place
I14. start (14)
A beginning
B sudden movement

C advantage

NEW WORDS

sun T8 HHRK

ar iREh, K

reel {RR; BE

ruz'zle (Ehdy) sk

sniff (&) WR, B

chink &%

avail!

brownie ['brauni] AR, /NEER
outwit' R, BLIR
siedge'—ham'mer  JCikiE
_wallop ['wolep | ity Wi h
Tcat'apult WM, B

wa'pering point ¥4 ity
e'ther 7Bk

noz'zie  WYEE

fume  #; F; ¥



giveinto JHBRF, il
revive'  JREE

revival n.  FEE

spike  ZREk; KWRMKRT
imp'ly At

thresh'old [ JHi; An
elude'  HEMY, b8 .
groove 1, 7§

mus'ter & B
inhala'tion W A

tactics AR, o

upturn’  §NEE

jack'knife vi. 25 &
eter'nity  Gk4H; FCERAGETE

tripod =%

snap vi. B

click  EME i

gar'gle oK, &nhoga

lunge  BIMR

snort. . PSR E

vent Rt

co'pious  EWHI, KB

lum'ber FEMBD

throb vi.  #§3); B3

welt H’E

bilceps LA

gouge [gaudz] vt. ¥, W
NOTES

1. (3%8E) Geronimo, REZEAMBINMERY
FR

2 (2.) B 288 2~34F; LITHME) sprang
to my mind '

Spring to one’s mind: (g ¥§ i 3r B 3l d

A bright idea sprang to my mind.
(RPN BUFMER.)

3. (2.) from inside, B +ee-- B
XREES M,

4. (3.) Drinking some icy water -~ to my
senses.
79 B B & 6 B35 1 i85 bring sb. to
his senses = come to one’s senses . EH ARG
UL
A.sharp knock at the door brought me to my
senses.
CRRANB U 2 4 £ i AR )

3. (3.) More cautious now ; EREGE. 8
B VLU BT IR CBARE

6. (3.) so that I -« the captured bear = in order
that 1 --- bear or in order to anesthetize the
captured bear. [ ARIEFER M so that M A%
EIXHER.

7. (4.) to no avail = without avAi] or in vain,
37 2RAA
RETEHE, EERTEILE: o £S5
BT, EERH but; b but Fh]— 2GRS
s o B—ATaP, EREEEEDE
u’Yn m!
He tried to catch the train, but to no avail.
B XE, HRAY.)

8. (5.)1 was feeling -+ under my nose.
as & nicknamed Y B VEE, 314 F
YE2i®; when = and then, 5,

9. (6.) Having decided that a bit of strategy was
in order. .
THERESY “in order” BBEFHE.
Everything is in order.
(—YIEX D
The radio is in order.
X GWRFVLEA IR, EFTLUH.)
Another discussion of the problem is now in
order. - ’ g
RERFCX BRERN.)
If it still rains, a further delay will be in order.
MR TR, BrEERE-—F.) s
MEFRULE. -

16. (7.) At this point, Xt

11. (8.) gaveinto unconciousness == fell into the
state of unconsciousness

givein to; BIRF, ik$; BA
— 5 e
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¢ 10.) Lying on his stomach, ---over his
head.

Lying on his stomach Y47 &% £ AR 1E; his
feft foreleg --- his body J&P PHR L5+, fF
R AR B, ¥ Llying; offer no
objection : ¥ F R I T
{11.) took effect; R, WL .

Our present policy has taken effect in every
field.

CRATHORTE & R E RAUK.)

i4. (i4.) With bear -+ of the stream.

the bear snorting at my heels $2 By with 3|
173 i8] BR L 5 <

at (on or upon) one’s heels; ¥ BRI ABH
(14.) two thousand dollars’ worth of ---
equipment

EERX T BB+ worth of + KT
(PHEE SERETARED .

Last Sunday I went down town and bought
50 yuan worth of things.
(ERAREEHEXTIMHE S TRIE
(il



Frog Hunting Family Style

by Dorothy Roby Schmeider

A new sport has swamped our neighborhood — or, more accurately, our
neighborhood has taken to the swamps. Our woodland swamps at this season are flooded
by brooks and alive with the calls of hidden creatures, but this only partly explains our

enthusiasm for wading after dark.
Another factor seems just as responsible for turning mothers, fathers, and children

into silent night hunters. It is commonly known as the sporting instinct. It is the inherent
competition between neighbors that has transformed us into formless beings in the
darkness, our presence betrayed only by scattered spots of light moving back and forth
across the swamp. Our neighborhood is sptead out over a couple of squatre miles and
consists of only a half-dozen families. However, it is imbued with the same spirit of

friendly rivalry that exists among those who, in urban areas, share the same sidewalk.
Of all the honored positions of the year, the most coveted is that of the family who

is able to say, “We heard the peepers last night)”
For the past few years, some of us have not been content just to listen to the

peepers’ chorus, whose volume increases each night. Whetted by reading, here and
there, about how infrequently most people see the members of this clannish choir, we
have nursed the desire to capture the singer. Each spring we have again got out our
reference books, refreshed our memories of the appearance and habits of Pickering’s
hyla—tiniest and most elusive of the tree frogs— and noted that he has 'been seen by

those who fellow the sound of his singing.
We know that he is from three-quarters to one and one-quarter inches long; that he

has little suction disks on his toes that make it possible for him to cling to tree trunks; that
he has a tremendous balloonlike membrane beneath his throat, which he infiates when he
sounds his stirring chirp; that his skin is smooth and changes color to match his

background; that his back is marked with a cross.
Unobtrusively, some of us have hunted him each spring. We have searched the

twigs and tree trunks where all the illustrations in the reference books show him perched.
Going toward the sound of his voice is easy, but somehow all the noises that night

J— 7 s
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creatures make have a way of ceasing abruptly the moment one arrives where the voice
ought to be. This year, however, there came an end to the casual approach of the

preceding springtimes.
It happened one evening at dusk, with the ring of our telephone and the excited

voice of the thirteen-year-old son of a neighbor. “I’ve got one! I've got one! Right here
in my hand. A tree frog!” He was shrieking. “I was standing in the grass up at the top
of the pond ---" The rest of his conversation was a wild » garbled tale, and before he was
half through it. the elder of our own two sons had grabbed his flashlight, pulled on his

boots, and headed for the swamp.
Here was definite proof that the elusive tree frog could be caught. We received two

more telephione calls from our neighbot’s son within the next five minutes. One was to
invite us to come on down and he would generously show us just where and how to catch
a tree frog; we haughtily refused —a peeper from somebody else’s swamp would not be
nearly as satisfactory. The second call was to say, with all the joyful tenderness of a
mother at her child’s first spoken word, “He’ singing! Now listen. ” And, sure enough,

we could hear it over the telephone.
Spurred on by all this evidence that Pickering’s hyla existed outside reference books,

our Bink shortly captured one, triumphantly carrying it into the kitchen for close
inspection. Well, he had thought it was a tree frog; it was tiny enough but certainly not
the correct color-— it was practically’ black all over, with no cross to be seen. We
decided to iake it down to Steve’s house, to compare it with the one that he had
captured. ’

Off we went to the neighbor’s, the frog in a jar with a little water and some
brownish grass from the field. There the heads of the two younger brothers competed
with those of the older boys for the most advantageous position above the jars atop the
kitchen table, whﬂe the parents, only slightly more reticent, craned their necks above
them.

“Say,” Steve exclaimed, examining Bink’s jar, “I thought you said yours was
different—-—he’s just like mine. ” And so it was— Bink’s frog was now as pale brown as
the swampgrass on which it sat., with the dark brown cross showing plainly on its back.

And, identification over, it obligingly puffed up its sounding sac and began to sing.
The boys’ success appatently inspired at least one other family with the irresistible

urge to explore our swamp for themselves. We were not able to ptove this. But the next

night we saw furtive lights down below the house and went out to investigate,

whercupon we were confronted by only the blackness of a misty, overcast night. We

did see just one fleeting flash of light, disappearing behind a rock at the top of a rise
beyond the swamp. -

Not wishing tc embarrass the suspected poachers, we decided to make a

magnanimous gesture: we called them up and invited them to a swamp hunting barty.

8 —_



They accepted with alacrity. “Saturday night, soon after it’s dark. ---Oh, sure,

refreshments after the hunt, of course.”

e Our guests arrived, dressed as if they had planned to invade Okefenokee Swamp,
with waterproof hats and coats, high rubber boots, nets, and buckets, in addition to
lanterns.

I5] “All you need is an empty peanut-butter jar with holes punched in the lid,” we
informed them.

16 “Oh, you never can tell what we may catch!” they replied.

17 How right they were! This was a hunt where nobody returned empty-handed, with

the exception of one youngster who managed to fall in backward, and his mother, who
had to make a round trip home with him to get dry clothes. Some interesting facts came
to light during the hunt, as well as some interesting specimens of night wildlife. Women
were proved not hecessarily the ones who are reluctant to pick up frogs. One husband
and father was observed to have a complete aversioh to plunging a hand into the murky
water after any moving object, because it might very well be a snake. He did not
noticeably overcome this reluctance during the course of the hunt; in fact, he showed no
desire to overcome it.

18 For those not quick-sighted or quick-handed enough to catch a peeper, thete was
exuberant satisfaction in bringing home huge bloﬁs of frogs’ eggs, a fresh batch of
polliwogs, or some of the larger frogs. Total catch was three mammoth toads, one dark
brown, medium- sized frog with brilliant green stripes, and four peepers. Time
consumed, thirty minutes; it was the highest individual catch in the entire neighborhood

for the season.

What does the author think?

2. These families became enthusiastic about tree-

frog hunting mainly because of

HOW WELL DID YOU READ ? A competition between neighbors

B .. L
Do you rec the au s ? their interest in science ‘
C their desire to explore the swamps

1. In this selection the author seems mainly
Do you remember the details”

interested in

A explaining how to develop an interest in 3. Pickering’ hyla is
nature A another name for tree frog

B good-naturedly poking fun at her neighbors B the name of the smallest species of tree
and herself frog

C informing the reader about the tree frog C the only kind of tree frog that sings

4. The setting of the story is probably a
A suburban area

— 9 —



B metropolitan area
¢ rural area
5. The interest in hunting tree frogs began
A soveral years before the incident in the
selection
3 when the first tree frog was caught
¢ during the writing of the selection
. The fate of the captured tree frogs was
A to be kept prisoners for a while and then
released
B never explained in the selection
€ to spend their lives in a jar
7. The author was surprised when she suspected
that a third family was looking for tree frogs
because she
A thought no cone elsc was that interested in
tree frogs
B had already invited them to a swamp
hunting party
C  considered the swamp her personal hunting
ground
8. The tree frog has the ability to
A change color
B be perfectly silent when in danger
C change the shape of its body

Can you draw the right conclusions?

9. The author thinks her neighbors are
A strange but likable people
B just like neighbors everywhere
C  cxactly like her

14. The best subtitle for this selection is
A Pickering’s Hyla
B The Pursuit of the Peeper
C How We Caught Our Tree Frogs

LEARN ABOUT WORDS

A. Often you can tell the meaning of a word from

its context—the words arcund it.

10

Directions; Find the word in the paragraph that
means

.. inborn; fixed within ()

Z. longed for (3)

% tending to slip away; able to escape easily
(4)

4. in such a way as to avoid notice (6)

r. favorable (10)

&, generous (13)

7. cheerful willingness (13)

8. strong dislike (17)

4. high-gpirited (18)

B. The author often uses exaggeration to get
humorous effects. For example, she is
exaggerating when she says (2) “transformed
us into formless beings. ” The neighbors are
not really formless, of course.

Directions; Decide whether or not the term is an
exaggeration. Mark those terms which you
think are exaggerations E and those you think
accurate descriptions A.

I0. honored positions (3)

I'l. tiniest and most elusive (4)

I2. haughtily refused (8)

13. triumphantly carrying (9)

I4. furtive lights (12)

15, reluctance (I17)

NEW WORDS

swamp | swomp ] JHE
FEER

T

covet [kavit] 38

peeper  /[\EE

chorus ['kores] & P8

whet  F#K. MR

wEN

ERFHE, HCOEPA

take to

ri'valry

clan'nish
shoir [ 'kwais |

wia i



elu'sive  DYEAY, MESRBRAY
mem'brane  fii

inflate' ) TR, Bk
un'obtru'sively RZEHHL, R H M
perch  HiE

garble HW, FEdj
haughtily ['hotili] i@ xh
reticent  JIRBE Y

puff XN

sac T

furtive i iREBAY

o'vercast' XA L)

fleet i, Kiln
poacher ['pautfo] IRIEH
magnan'imous B/
alac'rity %, HiE
aver'sion [Tk, HE

murky  [HERHY
exu'berant WEHY, ETEHY
blob X§FFiy—H

pol'liwog SR %}
mam'moth  EEXH

NOTES

1. (1.) our neighbourhood has taken to the
swamps
take to: (HIFZEE) ZEHACESN: “be lost
in”, WHK7E m.
She takes to dancing every evening.
B EXmg L.
2. (1.) and alive with the calls of hidden
Creatures = and are alive with -
be alive with: MBE, ¥¥ .
He is alive with ambitions.
(8.
3. (2.) It is the inherent competition -+ across the
swamp.
B It B iBAY “it”; our presence --- across
the swamp JRIMAM M, VERRITHFT

KHRIE.

. (3.) Of all the ++-, “We heard the peepers last

night}”

that = the posiuon; family 7L Ab38R VT %
o, mRRAREN G RR, KK . who
are able to say; thé most coveted J& 1%, that
of the family &£ F1F, Of all the -+ year £
AHEEEARE.

(4. ) Pickering’s hyla, B/ —FepidERY £
F

. (5.) We know that --- that his back is marked

with a cross.

R, B0 SEBE D hat WE), HER
A that W &), MIE know B RiE, B4
that M /G}eh, that make it possible -« it 55T

S, BEARE, RABEERE-—FER

B 5 45H for him to cling to tree trunks.

. {6.) but somehow all the noises -+ ought to

be.

a. have a way of (do) ing; Fecee-- IR

He has a way of getting up early.

(o R TR

b. the moment & P\ R 17 , 51 i B ARTE A
4], the (very) moment = as sOOn as; ——s+=++s
B .

1l let him leave the moment he arrives.
f—2, Ricptizx.)

c. where the voice ought to be £ dUiRIEAE
i arrives,

(6.) This year, --- the preceding spring
times.

XR—AERE, BRE BB 583
4,

(8.) come on down = come on; {H3¥k;
5

down RBjiE, (Aib) #®

10. (8.) with all the joyful tenderness--- spoken

word = with all the joyful tenderness coming
from a mother when she heard her child’s first

spoken word

. (9.) Spurred on--+ books,

BRAESAEE, ERRFREEARE.
—— ]1 —



spur on; BK{H

12. €10, ) Off we went to-- from the field.

T

Off we went to the neighbor’s = We left for
the neighbot’s house; the frog in a jar-- the
feld MW, B R S, W the

* neighbor’s $EHE-— ey

13.7(11.) And, identification ovet--+ to sihg.

a. identification over J& 3t &7 % By, SEE R
BPTRIAAR T g l

— 12 —

15.

16.

b. puff up. BEMME

. (14.) dressed as if--- swamp, {EH X IRIE,

= who were dressed as i+« swamp

(17.) whete “nobidy réturned empty- handed
XA EEMAE]; empty-banded BARIE
(17.) One husband and father B —4 A ;
cf. One husband ‘and bhe father RABME
A ’



