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FAST READING I Unit One

1. Mr. Baker In Trouble?

_ Mrs.‘Baker's sister was 111. She had someone to look
after her from Monday to Friday, but not at the weekend,
so every Friday evening Mrs. Baker used to go off to
spend the weekend with her at her home in a neighbourilng
town. But as Mr. Baker could not cook; she had arranged
for his sister to come over and spend the weekend look-
ing after him at thelr home. ‘

This'meant that Mr. Baker had gqulite a busy time when
he came home from work on Friday evenings. First he had
to drive home from the railway station. Then he had to
drive his wife to the station to catch her train. And
then he had to wait until his sister's train arrived, so
as to take her to his house.

ES

Of course, on Sunday evening he had to drive his sis-
ter to the station to catch her train back home, and then
walt for his wife's train, so as to bring her home.

One Sunday evening he had seen hils sister off on her
train and was waiting for his wife's arrival when a por-
ter, who had often seen him at the station, .came over and
spoke to him. '

- 'You are having a-lot of fun,' he said. 'But one day
one of those women 1s going to catch you with the:other,
and then you will be in real trouble!! '

233 words
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FAST READING I Unit One

" Comprehension exercise

1.

Who was 11197

a. Mr. Baker.

b. Mrs. Baker,

¢c. Mr. Baker's sister.

d. Mrs. Baker's sister,.

Who looked after the sick person on weekdays?
a. Mr, Baker's sister.

b. Mrs, Baker's sister.

c. Mrs, Baker.

d. Someone acting as a nurse,

How did Mr, Baker get to work?
a. By bus and train.

b. By train.

¢, By car and train.

d. By car.

Mr. Baker d1d not have to go ﬁo the rallway station
4

~

a. on weekdays
b. on weekends
e¢. on Sunday

d. on Saturdays

Why did Mr. Baker go to the railway station every day?
a, Because .he worked in another town.. ‘ )
b. To take his sister to hls own home.

¢c. To bring his wife back hohe.

d. To look afper his sister,

Where did Mr. Baker spend the weekend?

- a., At home.

b. In his office.
c. In his sister's home,.

_3_'
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FAST READING I Unit One

10.

d. In a heighbouring town

On,weekdays

a. Mr. Baker himself did the cooking
b. Mrs. Baker cooked for him

¢. his sister cooked for him

d. he ate in a restaurant

Who thought Mr. Baker would be in trouble some day?
a. His wife.

b. His sister. ,

¢. Someone who lived in a neighbouring town.

d. Someone who did not know him well.

A porter is a persdn

a. who-1lives near the railway station ‘

b. whose work is to carry luggage at the réilwéy sta-
tion . .

c. who often goes to the rallway station

d. who travels by train . SR W

Which of the following 1s true? - Rk

a. Mr. Baker would be in real trouble because he waqi

!

having a lot of fun.
.b. Some day one of the two women would get angry with‘
Mr. Baker. '
¢ {+THOSE' twe “womeh did not know edch- ‘other. b . oF
d. The porter did not: understand what Mr Baker was‘
doing. ’ :



FAST READING I Unit Cne

2. Poor Sidney

‘Last Thursday was a very ilmportant day for Sidney
Shcoter. He telephoned a girl and invited her to the
movies. And she saild Yes. o

Sidney didn't have a girl friend. In fact, he never
had a real girl friend and no one wanted to go cut with
him. He wasn't very tall and he didn't have a car. Alid
the girls that he knew 1liked tall men with cars. 3o
Sidney sent B1.50 and a self-addressed envelope to Com-
puter-Date. After a few days he received a letter:
"Find love at last..." They also sent him the names
and addresses of six girls. "Six girls who are walting
to meet you!"

Sidney rushed to the phone. He phoned Amanda Shelling

who was at the top of his list.
' "How lovely," she said, "Will you come for me in
your car?"

Sidﬁey put the phone down quietly.

" Then *he rang Deborah Bas;l

"How lovely," she said, "I'll meet you at the bus-
stop outsidé my house." This is fantastic, thought Sidney.

At half-past seven Sidney put on his best sult ‘and
his comfortable tennis-shoes-. He didn't brush his hair
because he 1liked 1t 'natural'; then he walked to the
bus-stop. A girl was standing by the stop looking at
her watch.

"Excuse te," said Sidney. "Are you Deborah Basil9"

_ "ape you Sidney Shooter?" she asked after a minute.
"Yes, that's right," said bidney with a smile.
"There's some mistake." '

She answered. "I'm not Deborah Basil."

240 words
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FAST READING I Unit One : ,

Comprehension exercise

ll

Sidney invited a girl

a, for a walk j
b, for a drive i
c., to the cinema
d. to a dinner party
She was
a. a good friend ;
b, a stranger {
c. his girlfriend
d. an acquaintance:’

- Sidney .
a, didn't like girls
b. couldn't dance
¢. would rather keep away from girls
d. wasn't popular with girls

Sidney only knew girls who like .

a.
b.

c.

d-

Sidney sent Computer-Date 51,50 and an énvelope*

a!
b,

. c-,.

d.

At

a.
b.
c.
d.

tall men
1nté111gent men
fast cars
both'a and ¢

with.six addresses

with his name on 1t

with a girl's name on it.
with nc address

Computer Date found. six girls for Sidney.
a doctor C

a machine

a director

a nurse
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7.

10.

Sidney received -the letter and teiephoned a giril

a. after work

b. the next morning

¢. immediately

d. several hours later

Sidney knew that Amanda Shelling

a. preferred the theatre

b. preferred men with cars

c¢. preferred her boyfriend

d. preferred'men taller than himself

Sidney went to meet Deborah .
a. on foot
b. by bus

c. after a game of tennis’

d. in‘his car ‘ S e

Deborah‘Basil thought that Sidney was- . ... s
a. not the man who telephoned

‘b. at the wrong bus stop

c. not.very attractive nor rich enough .- . o
d. a handsome man
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FAST READING I Unit Two

3. The New World

Ih the eighteenth century young ladies in Italy
were taught reading, writing, music and arithmetic. But
their knowledge of ‘history and geography was very poor.
Once the French ambassador in Home was giving a baill
to which many important people were invited; The ltalian
Minister of Foreign Affairs came very late. A young lady,
who was well acquainted with him,saw him enter the ball-
room and asked why he was so late.
"You see," said the Minister, "there has been a 1lit-
tle accident at the King's palace." .
The curilous ycung lady asked the Minister to tell
her what had happened at the King's palace.
~ "Oh, nothing important," answered the Minister, "the.
ambassador of Brazil, who was to be presented to the
King, forgot to-take his credentials with him and was ,
obliged to go back to his hotel to bring them. If he had
left them in Brazil we should have had to wait at least
six months for them."
"Is Brazil so far from Rome?" asked the lady, who
knew very little geography. ,
- "It is in the New World," said ‘the Minister. |
~"In the New World?" repeated the lady in great as-
tonishment. ‘ ' ’ |
. "Yes, 1in the New World," answered the Minister in
a sarcastig fbne, "which was discovered by Christopher
Columbus." ‘

When the young lady heard this she rushed into the
midd}e of.the ball-room and shouted as loud as she could:
"Ladies and gentlemen, have you heard the latest
newé? A new world has just been discovered by a cer-

tain Christopher Columbus."

253 words
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