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Short Plays

Welcome!, Little Friend from Africal

B X 7

Characters:

Bessie: an African girl of thirteen
The teacher

The monitor: a boy of eleven
Pupils A, B, C...

Monitor: (comes out in front of the curtain and stands in

the middle of the stage) We are pupils of Grade Four.
Now we are going to put on a short sketch,® “Wel-
come, Little Friend from Africal!”

(The curtain rises. The scene is a beautiful courtyard of a
primary school. On the wall is a slogan, “Welcome, Little
Friend from AfricaV” Enter the pupils® The monitor
Joins them.)

Pupil A: Get ready, boys and girls. Our African friend will

be here soon.

Pupil B: Look! Here she comes with our teacher.
Monitor: Line up,* everybody.

(Enter Teacher and Bessie.)

Pupils: (clapping) Welcome! Welcome, little African friend!

(They say this several times.)



Boys: Welcome to China!

Girls: Welcome to our school!

Monitor;: We're very happy to meet you.

Bessie: I'm also very happy to meet you.

Pupil A: What’s your name?

Bessie: My name is Bessie. I'm thirteen ...

Pupil A: I'm eleven. You are two years older than 1 am.

Teacher: Come along, children. Now you can introduce®
yourselves to our African friend.

Pupil B: My name is Zhang Ping. T'm also eleven. I'm
a Young Pioneer. |

Pupil C: My name is Xiao Ling and his is Da Qi. We're
classmates.

Pupil D: We’re all in the Fourth Year.

Bessie: What do you study at school?

Pupil B: We study Chinese, Arithmetic,...

Pupil D: And English.

Pupil C: Yes, of course. And we like English very much.

Bessie: Oh, you all speak English so well.

Pupil A: Can you understand our English?

Bessie: Yes, very well. And do you understand my English?

Pupils: Yes, when you speak slowly.

Monitor: We’re working very hard at our English because
we want to make friends with® the people of other countries.

Pupil B: And we also want to learn from them.

Bessic: I'm here to learn from you.
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Pupil A: Where is your country, Bessie? Is it far from
China?

Bessie: Oh, yes, it’s very, very far away. There’s no winter
there and it never snows. It's summer all the year
round.

Pupils: How interesting! Do tell’ us more about your
country and your people.

Bessie: I will,

Pupil A: Bessie, are you going to tell your people about
China when you go back?

Bessic: I certainly will. I've seen so many things since
I came to Peking. I’'ve been to factories, hospitals, beau-
tiful parks, the Great Wall, and today I've come to
your school. I'm going to tell everybody at home about
what I've seen here.®

Monitor: We are so happy that we have now become good
friends. Shall we sing and dance together ?

Pupils and Bessie: Yes, let’s!

(They sing and dance.)
Curtain®
T B

1. Welcome: #HEXHEERET. Welcome, little friend from
Africa=You're welcome, little friend from Africa,
2. skeich: BH#/NEl
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Enter...: EXREIAE, HBR. ¥XL. Enter ey, R
FEIES, FZAWLCM s, Enter g9RIFR Exit, Exit...5:
EHXET,

Line up: #5BA,

introduce [intro’dju:s}: 4v#3; introduce oneself, YEERNE,
make friends with: [g..--- ZHE.

Do tell: 58820 H 81BN shildoR N T I’ iE <.

--what Pve seen here: R -A&iFMINA, /E about gyEiE,
BERR ‘BEXREIN--D. 7

Curtain [ke:tn): RBRIHE, EEE:. #T.



Catching the Rat
3 x T

Characters:
The Little White Kitten
Uncle Cock
Rabbit
Other kittens
Chicks
The Rat
Scene:
When the curtain rises the chicks and kittens are singing
and dancing in front of the barns' Behind the barns are
big trees and blue hills.
(Enter the Cock.)

Cock: Good morning, children.

Chicks and Kittens: Good morning, Uncle Cock. We’ve
been waiting for you. What shall we do today?
Cock: Today we are going to glean the wheat fields.®
Chicks: Let us chicks do it. We can pick up wheat quickly
with our sharp beaks.?
Cock: All right. But be careful not to leave a single grain in
the fields.
Chicks: No, we won’t, Uncle Cock.
(Exit the chicks.)



Kittens: What shall we do, Uncle Cock?

Cock: Kittens are good at* catching rats. Your job is to
guard the barns.

Kittens: All right. We’ll do a good job.

One kitten: There are three barns, and we’ve got three kittens.
Let each kitten guard a barn.

Another kitten: That’s a good idea. I'll go to the first one.

Another kitten: I'll go to the second one.

Cock: So Little White Kitten will stay here. Can you do
the work alone, my little sister?

Little White Kitten (L.W.K.): Yes. I am the youngest.
But I am brave. Don’t worry about me.

Other kittens: Let’s run to our barns. (Exit.)

Cock: Little kitten, this is the first time you’ve looked after
a barn. The big Rat often comes here to steal our grain.
You must be careful.

LWX.: When the Rat comes, I'll catch him.

Cock: Good, see you later. (Exit.)

L.WK.: Iam all alone now. I must be very careful.
(Sings to herself.)

I am a brave little white cat.
I am learning to catch the rat.
(Enter the Rat.)

Rat: Good morning, Little White Kitten. What a nice day
it is!



LWXK.: Yes. It’s lovely today. But may I ask who you
are and what you’ve come here for?

Rat: Me? I'm your uncle. Why,® don’t you know your
own uncle? Anyway I know you very well.

LWK.: Do you?

Rat: Certainly. And I know your mother too.

LWK.: My mother?

Rat: Yes, your mother has a round face and a pair of green
eyes.

LWXK.: Yes, you're right. That’s my mother.

Rat: When you were a baby, I often carried you on my back
and took you out to play.

L.WX.: So, you are really my uncle.

Rat: There is no doubt about it.

LWXK.: Excuse me, Uncle. I am sorry I didn’t recognize
you.! Why don’t you go and see my mother, Uncle?
My home is quite near and we’ve some fish.

Rat: I'm busy today. I'll come some other day. Good-
bye, little kitten. (Exit.)

LW.K.: Good-bye, uncle. Why hasn’t the Rat come, I won-
der? Is he hiding somewhere in the barn?

(She looks for the Rat.)
(Enter the Cock.)

Cock: Little Kiften, have you caught the Rat?
L.W.K.: No, the Rat didn’t turn up.” But just a minute
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ago my uncle came,

Cock: Your uncle? You never had an uncle. What does
he look like?

L.W.XK.: He has a sharp face, grey skin and a long tail just
like a piece of string.®

Cock: That was none other than® the Rat.

LWK.: Really?

Cock: The Rat is very sly. He often disguises himself as'®
a good person. You mustn’t be taken in! by him.

LWK.: TIll know him when he comes next time.

Cock: All right, Il see how the other kittens are getting
on with!? their work.

LWXK.: How silly I am. I am really ashamed of myself’3,

(Enter the Rat.)

Rat: Aha! You lazy Little Kitten. Why are you sitting there
doing nothing?

L.W.XK.: I am waiting for the Rat.

Rat: The Rat? Will he come here?

LWXK.: Yes, here heis. (Catches the Rat.)

Rat: You silly Little Kitten. You must respect your uncle.

LWXK.: You are not my uncle. You are the Rat. I won’t
be taken in this time.

Rat: (Cries.) Have mercy,* Little Kitten. Have mercy on
me. I’ll never steal again.

LWXK.: Do you mean what you say ?*
8



Rat: Yes, yes. I swear?® never to steal again.
LWK.: In that case’” I’ll iet you go. But be careful not to
come here again.
Rat: Thank you, Little Kitten. Thank you, kind-hearted:®
Little Kitten. (Exit.)
(Enter the chicks.)
One Chick: Come on, chicks. Let’s pile the grain here.
Another chick: Have you caught the Rat, Little White Kitten?
LW.XK.: Yes, but I let him go.
Chicks: What? You let him go? Uncle Cock, come here!
(Enter the Cock.)
Cock: What’s the matter, children?
Chicks: Little White Kitten caught the Rat, but she let him
g0.
Cock: Why did you do that? Come on and tell me, child.
LWK.: He said he would never steal again.
Cock: Oh, you silly child! He was telling a lie.
(Enter the Rabbit with a sack on his back.)
Rabbit: Look, Uncle Cock. Here’s a sack of sesame.?®
Cock: Where did you get it?
Rabbit: The Rat stole it. I tried to catch him. He left the
sack and ran away.
Cock: See what the Rat has done. We must catch him. Let’s

put the sack here and hide. I am sure he’ll come for it.
(They all hide. Enter the Rat.)



Rat: Aha, my sack of sesame. (Smellsif) It smells wonder-
ful, and will taste nice. Ha, ha, ha! T'll take it home
now. It can last me the whole winter.?

(Enter L.W.K.)

LWXK.: Dont move. This timeT caught you red-handed.™

Rat: Oh, my kind-hearted Little Kitten. Let me take it home
or I'll starve.

LWXK.: Don’t play any trick?® again. I've seen through®
you.

(Enter the other animals.)

Rabbit: Fasten® his hands and feet. Here is a piece of rope.

Cock: Little White Kitten, you've learned a good lesson®
today. To be a good child, you must be able to tell good
people from bad people.?

LWXK.: Tl remember what you said, Uncle Cock.
Kittens and Chicks: We’ll all remember what you said.

Curtain
= B
barn: 4,
glean the wheat fields: (AERE)EFM,
beak: E‘%) uﬁc

be good at: HKF,
why: XRMESH, FREMNE, #%F “BEL”,
1 did’t recogunise ['rekegnaiz} you: REHIANHIRE,

AN ol
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10.
11.
12

turn up:  F; B,

string:  #F, ¥,

none other than...: REHIA, FER,
disguise [dis'gaiz] oneself as: HEE,

be taken in by him: r#fg%E,

how somebody is getting on with something: 3 AW EEH#HTH

BET.
be ashamed [o’feimd] of oneself: RRF#a.,
Have mercy {'ma:si]: JH&EME, Have mercy onme,

Do you mean wiat you say: {RUEHIRILEE?

swear [sweal: ‘&%

in that case: ZFREEAGIE,

kind-hearted: F.8.

sesame ['sesomil: T,

It can last me the whole winter: TR E LK,
body some time, BERZ “EHEAZSA” ,

to catch... red-handed: %3ZiN{x,

play a trick: Z7EE,

see through: &%,

fasten [fa:snl: #B{¥; 3'E,

learn a lesson: EREX#YI.

tell A from B: 4 AMB; EHAMBHRAL

RTRE,

fast some-
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