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TALES FROM CHINA
"Why Dog and Cat Ave Enomies

Once upon a time! there was a. man and
his wife and they had a golden ring. It was a
lucky ring. - The péople who owned it had
always enough rice and fish and never went
hungry.2 But they did not know that it was a
lucky ring. One day the landlord came to their
house. He saw the ring and asked the man to

“sell it. The man sold the ring to the landlord

for a small sum.? Buat when the man and his
wife gave the ring away,* they became poor.
Soon they had no rice and no fish in the house
and went hungry.

They had a dog and a cat. The dog and
the cat were great friends.5 When the ring was
gone® and there was no food in the house,
they also went hungry. Then the two animals
began to think how to help their master and
bring the golden ring back to bis house. At
last the dog thought of a plan.7

1. once upon a time — MA[ (MFFANHE, &
RS AT ), ’
2. went hungry — %R
a small sum — fRpHYN.
give ... away — ik
great friends — IEFLFAIEL.
When the ring was gone — fEhXKBIUE.
thought of a plan — & H T—AF2.
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“We must bring the goldeh ring back,” he
said to the cat.’ ‘
“Yes,” said the cat. “But how shall we

get it? The Jandlord took it to his house and: ‘

locked it up in a chest.* He never parts with
the key? and the chest is made of3 hard oak.”™

“I know what to do,” "said the dog. “You.
must catch a mouse and the mouse must make-
a hole in the chest and take out the ring.”

“But the mouse may not want to take
out the ring? What shall we do then?” asked
the cat..

“Then you must say that you will bite her
to death,;* and she will do it,” answered the
dog. ’

The cat liked this plan. She caught a
mouse and wanted to carry her to the land-
Jord’s house where the chest stood. The dog
went with the cat. Soon they came to a broad
river. The cat could not swim. So the dog
took .her on -his back and swam across the
river. Then the cat carried the mouse to the
landlord’s house where the chest stood.

The mouse made a hole in the chest, and

1. locked it up in a chest — m'gﬁq;g%g.
2, never parts with the key — MFERIHA X

'3, is made of ... — ... 55k .
‘4. bite her to dea.th — PERWT (HE)ipaRE—
R AU, XR-EEE. SR ARLT, &A her).
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took out the ring. The cat put the ring into
her mouth and went back to the river where -
the dog was waiting for her. The dog took the
cat on his back again and swam across the
-river. Then they started together for their
home.* They wanted to bring the lucky ring .
fo their master and mistress and make them
happy again.

. Scon they came to a long fence. The dog
could not climb over the fence. So he went
around it and lost much tfime. But the cat
could climb over the fence and so she reached
home long before the dog,2 and brought the
ring to her master and mistress.

Then her master said to his wife: “Our
cat is a very good animal. She is clever and
quick. We shall always give her enouorh fish
and milk.”

“Yes,” said the wife, “we shall always take
-care of’ her.” :

But when the dog came home the man
and his wife beat him and scolded him,

“You are a lazy animal,” the master said.
“Why did you not help our cat to bring the
ring? Go out of the house? and live in the yard.”

1. Then they started ‘together for their home, —
AREA—-TAREEL

2. long before the dog — l;(;’ﬁi)ia;%g-

3. take care of — &, FRUH.

4. go out of the house — MEE%‘&&&%.



“Yes,” said the wife, “you are very lazy
indeed.” And she -gave him no fish and no

soup.

And the cat sat by the fireplace, purred
and did not say a word.! Then the dog grew
angry with? the cat, because she was such a
bad friend. He chased her and tried to catc
her. '

And from that day on® cat and dog are
enemies.

The Fox and the Tiger

Once a fox met a tiger. The tiger opened
his mouth, full of sharp long teeth, and said
“to the fox:

“Why are you walking in my forest? What

are you doing here? I shall have you for my

breakfast.”4 _

But the fox answered: “My dear sir, you
must not think that you are the king of the
animals. Of course, you are very 'strong and
your teeth are very sharp but you are not so
brave as I am.b Let us walk together and see

. did not say a word — —H)Eh g,

grew angry with .., — R...4%.

from that day on — B RE—KLLE.

4. I shall have you for my breakfast, — REp

HREF R
5. you are not so brave as I am — RZHRH 2
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whom the people are more afraid of.} 1 shall
go in front of you and you will keep behind
me.2 The people will see me and run away
because they are afraid of me. If what I say
is not true? you ¢an have me for your break-
fast.”

The tiger agreed and so the fox and the
tiger walked together to the nearest village.
The fox went in front and the tiger kept be-
hind.

When the people saw the tiger who was
going behind the fox, they ran away because
they were afraid of the tiger.

Then the fox said: “I was in front of you
and you kept behind me. The people saw me
but they did not see you. They ran away be-
cause they were afraid of me. I am the king
of the animals. I shall have you for my break-
fast.”

The tiger looked at the fox and ran away.

The Two Brothers

Once upon a time there were two brothers,
who lived in the same house. The big brother
had a wife, who was a very bad woman. She

1. see whom the people are more afraid of — #F
UNIEESIE: S

2. keep behind me — BR7E3kfFE.

3. if what I say is not true — mRIZBAIYARENE
ScyEE. ‘What T say’ REE8.
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did not like the little brother and decided fo
turn him out of the house.* The big brother
listened and listened to his wife’s words and
one day he turned his brother out of the
house. The little brother went into a small hut
and lived there quite alone.

Then spring came and it was time? to
work in the field and sow millet. The little
brother had no grain and he asked his big
brother to give him some millet. The big
brother ordered his wife to give it to him. But
she was a very bad woman. She took the
grain, put it into a large pot and cooked it
until it was done.? But one single grain from
the middle of the pot was not done. Then she
gave the grain to the little fellow. He knew
nothing about it and sowed his field with it.¢

Then summer came and the grain did not
grow. But one single grain from the middle of
the pot was not done. So a single little grass
-came out of the earth.s

The little brother was a hard-working man.
He got up very early and went to his field.

1. to turn him out of the house — JEfi M FHE
Hik- .

2, it was time to (do something) — Z|fiF...AH
®7.

3. cooked it until it was done — FHEE (FF)
b g lint

4. sowed his field with it — iR afE4LRyRL 5.

8. came out of the e%rth — M B ¥k,



He watered the little grass all day long! and
it grew very well, and became as large as a
tree, and ifs ear was so large that its shade
covered an acre of ground.

Then autumn came and the ear was ripe.
The little brother took an axe and cut it
down.2 When the big ear was lying on the
ground, a very big bird, the Pong,? came
-down, took the ear in his beak and flew away.4
The little brother ran after him as far as the
shore of the sea.s

Then the Pong turned his head to him and
said, “You must not follow me. Why do you
want this ear so much? Over the seaf there is
an island of gold and silver. I will carry you
across the sea to that island. You will take as
much gold and silver as you want? and become
very rich.”

The younger brother said, “Then carry me
across the sea, please.” He climbed on the
bird’s back. The bird told him to close his

. all day long — —XFIE.
cut it down — FKTFH.
Pong [poy] #. — KBS
took the ear in his beak and flew away —
ﬁ“ﬁ%éiﬁ"&;ﬁT
5, as far as the shore of the sea — B ¥,
‘as far as’ @ S’ ‘®.
' 6. over the sea — 7FriEfyIL.
7. take as much geld and silver as you want —

BEEBLORRES L.
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eyes. So he did not see anything and only

heard how the wind was blowing and the sea
was roaring. At last the bird sat down on a
rock. “Here we are!”* he said. :

" Then the younger brother opened his eyes
and looked round him. He saw many white
and yellow things. They were lying on the
gronnd and shining brightly. He fook some
white things® and some yellow things® and put
them into his pockets.

“Have you enough?” asked the Pong.

“Yes, 1 have enough,” answered the little
brother. '

“Very well,” said the bird. “You are a
‘good little fellow. Let’s fly back to your
field.” ‘

Then the little brother climbed on the
bird’s back and the Pong carried him back.

When the little brother came home, he
bought himself a ‘good piece of ground. He
worked hard on it and lived happily.

The big brother was jealous oft him and
said to him, “Where did you steal the money?”

“I did not steal,” answered the younger
brother, and he told him the story about the
Pong and the island of gold and silver, Then

Here we are! — 3| T! (QF+%EH)
white things — $R4RF.

. yellow things — 4.

« was jealous of .. — 8.
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the big brother went home and asked his wife.
for advice.t

“It is very easy,” said his wife. “I shall put
the grain into a large pot and cook it until it is
done. But one single grain I shall not cook. Then
you will sow it and we shall see what happens.”

No sooner said than done.2 When summer
came a single little grass came out of the
earth and it had a single ear of millet. The
grass grew very well and soon its ear was
large and ripe. '

When autumn came, the Pong came again,
took the ear in his beak and flew away. The
elder brother ran affer him as far as the shore
of the sea. Then the Pong turned his head to
him and said the same words as before.3 And
ihe big brother climbed on the bird’s back and
the bird carried him to the island of gold and
silver., There the elder brother saw many pieces
of gold and silver. They were lying on the
ground and shining brightly. The largest pieces
were like hills, the small pieces were like
bricks, and the smallest pieces were like little
stones. So the elder brother took as many
pieces as possible.t

1. asked his wife for advice — M#FE TR,

2. No soomer said than done. — 8T sufit.

3. said the same words as before ~ 3 38RV 373
BRI

4. took as many pieces as possible — RWHZL

£ (EEZIRREZPH).
B 3



“Have you enough?” asked the Pong.

“No, I have not enough,” said the big-

‘prother, “I shall take some more pieces.”*

Some time passed.

“Now you have enough,” said the Pong.
“You cannot carry more.”

“No,” said the big brother. “Don't be in a
hurry!® I must take some more pieces.”
. “The sun will rise soon,” said the Pong,
“and the sun is very hot here. It will burn
you up.” )

“Wait a little,”® said the elder brother, “I
-shall take some more pieces.”

But that very moment* the sun rose. It
‘was very big, and very red, and very hot, and
it burnt the big brother o ashes.’

The Story of the Tiger and the Man

Once upon a time there were two Tigers.
They lived in a forest in Tibet® and had a
large family. They had threc sons. When the
Father Tiger grew old and weak he sent for?
his three sons and said to them:

. take some more pieces — FEL J k.
don’t be in a hurry — Ri&.

wait a little — #—2- .

that very moment — @A,
burnt ... to ashes — 3, &k T &
Tibet [ti'bet] — FEa%.

. sent for . — W AE.RT.
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“Oh, my children, listen to m> attentively.
The Tiger is the Master of the junglel. He
walks about at his will2 and hunts all the
other animals. All animals are afraid of him.
But there is one animal who is not afraid of
him, That animal is Man. He is very clever
and very dangerous. You must never try to
hunt or kill Man.”

The three young Tigers listened 1o the
words of their father and promised to follow
his advice.?

And then the old Tiger turned on his back
and died.

A year passed. The iwo elder brothers
hunted in the forest all year long.# They hunt-
ed the Hare and the Fox, the Wolf and the
Boar and many other animals who live in the
forest. But they never hunted Man. When they
saw Man or heard Man they ran away as
quickly as they could.’

But the younger brother did not want to
follow his Father's advice. He grew big and
strong. He walked about at his will -in the
forest and hunted all the animals, and all the
animals were afraid of him. One day he said:

the Master of the jungle — M#h> 3.

at his will — BIEA, S/ELHGE LR

follow his advice — 8 B{bAyIEN 1T,

. all year long — —&EF|N. '

. ran away as quickly as they could — R¥[§g
SR BT '

B e
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“What is Man? Is he strong? Is he big?
Has he claws and long teeth as I have?! My
elder brothers say he is neither strong nor big.
He has no claws and his teeth are short. I
can hunt and kill the Wolf. I can hunt and
kill the Boar. Of course, I can hunt and kili
Man too. So I shall find him and kill him and
have him for my breakfast.”

So he decided to leave the forest and go
to the open country? where Man lived.

When his mother and his elder brothers
learned what he was going to do; they said to
him:

“Your father was a wise Tiger. He was a
brave hunter. He knew life. You must follow his
advice. You must never try to hunt or kill Man.”

“Why,” said the young Tiger. “I want to
hunt Man. So I shall go and kill him and
have him for my breakfast And that’s all.”s

So he walked out of the forest and went
to the open couniry. He walked and wadked
and at last he met an old Ox. There were
many scars on his back.

The young Tiger looked at the strange
animal with surprise. Then he went up fo him
and said:

1. as T have — —# (REHFHHI—H).
2. go to the open country — Zjzikfyith 3.
3. that’s all — BRXFRFE T ROEAEALR).
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