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INTRODUCTION

What A Life! Stories of Amazing People is an
intermediate reader. It is the third in a three-book
series of biographies for students of English as a
second or foreign language. Twenty people have
been selected for this book: 10 women and 10
men. Their backgrounds and talents are very
different, ranging from a fifteenth-century Italian
artist to a brave African American explorer to a
Guatemalan political activist. All of them have
made significant contributions to the world.

Each unit focuses on one person’s biography.
The biographies have been arranged in
chronological order; however, they can be taught
in any order.

Each unit contains:

* A prereading activity

* A reading passage (1100-1200 words)

* Topic-related vocabulary work

¢ Comprehension exercises

* Discussion questions

* A writing activity

BEFORE YOU READ opens with a picture of the

person featured in that unit. Prereading questions
follow. Their purpose is to motivate students to
read, encourage predictions about the content of
the reading, and involve the students’ own
experiences when possible. Vocabulary can be
presented as the need arises.

The READING passage should be first done
individually, by skimming for the general content.
The teacher may wish to explain the bolded
vocabulary words at this point. The students
should then do a second, closer reading. Further
reading(s) can be done aloud.

The three VOCABULARY exercises focus on the
bolded words in the reading. Meaning, a definition
exercise, encourages students to work out the
meanings from the context. The second exercise,
Use, reinforces the vocabulary further by making
students use the words in a meaningful, yet
possibly different, context. This section can be
done during or after the reading phase, or both.

viii

The final exercise in this section, Extension, uses
one of the vocabulary words to focus on a specific
topic in vocabulary, such as compound adjectives.

There are several COMPREHENSION exercises.
Each unit contains Understanding Main Ideas,
Remembering Details, Order of Events, and Making
Inferences. All confirm the content of the text either
in general or in detail. These exercises for
developing reading skills can be done individually, in
pairs, in small groups, or as a class. It is preferable
to do these exercises in conjunction with the text,
since they are not meant to test memory.

DISCUSSION questions encourage students to
bring their own ideas and imagination to the related
topics in each reading. They can also provide insights
into cultural similarities and differences.

WRITING provides the stimulus for students to
write simple sentences about their own lives.
Teachers should use their own discretion when
deciding whether or not to correct the writing
exercises.

What A Life! is an exciting introduction to some of
history’s most amazing people. Teachers may
want to support their discussions with other
books, magazine and newspaper articles, or
videos. There are also many good websites, three
of which are listed below. These sites are very
informative, yet easy to navigate. They will be
excellent resources for students and teachers alike.

www.encarta.com is a general, online
encyclopedia.

www.biography.com is a website that specializes
in biographies.

www.pathfinder.com/time/time100.com features
profiles of Time magazine's choices for the 100
Most Important People of the 20th Century. Two
of the people in this book—Sigmund Freud and
Bruce Lee—were among those that were chosen.
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UNIT 1

LEONARDO
DA VINCI
(1452-1519)

BEFORE YOU READ

Leonardo da Vinci was a genius with many extraordinary talents and abilities
in many fields. What talents and abilities do you think he had? Make a list.

Intelligence

Now read about Leonardo da Vinci.



LEONARDO DA VINCI

11 Most people know that Leonardo da
Vinci was a great painter. However, he was
also a talented sculptor, musician, poet,
scientist, architect, and engineer. His work
had a strong influence on artists throughout
Europe, and his scientific ideas were
centuries ahead of their time.

2| Leonardo da Vinci was born in 1452 in
the town of Vinci, near Florence, Italy. His
parents never married, so Leonardo lived
with his father in Florence. Over the years,
he had four stepmothers and eleven
stepsisters and stepbrothers. One of them
was 45 years younger than Leonardo! At
the age of 15, Leonardo went to work with
a famous artist. He studied painting,
sculpture, music, mathematics, and science.
By 20, he was a master painter. Leonardo
was so talented that one day one of his
teachers threw down his brushes and never
painted again.

31 Although da Vinci was a great
painter, he never gave up his interest in
other subjects. He liked to do research in
many different areas. He wanted to
understand everything he saw. Many
people think of him as the first modern
scientist because he liked to make
observations and look for explanations
for things. For example, he was one of
the first people to dissect human bodies.
He cut the bodies open in order to figure
out how they worked. Da Vinci wrote
down all his ideas and observations in
notebooks. He also filled the notebooks
with more than 5,000 drawings of plants,
animals, and the human body.

141 Da Vinci was a great inventor, too. His
scientific research and knowledge of
architecture and mathematics helped him to
design many new things. For example, he
drew a flying machine 400 years before

2 UnNiT 1

the airplane was invented. He also
designed an air conditioner, an alarm
clock, a reading lamp, a submarine, a
bridge, and many other things. In all, da
Vinci designed more than 1,000
inventions. Unfortunately, he did not
have time to develop many of his ideas.

5] As a matter of fact, da Vinci started
many projects that he never finished. He
was always more interested in thinking
about and planning projects than doing
them. He was so brilliant that he quickly
lost interest in one project and couldn’t
wait to start another. Because of this, he
completed very few paintings. Sometimes
people paid him to do a painting or a
sculpture but he never did it. Other times he
started the work, but he never finished it.
Some people got tired of waiting, so they
hired someone else to finish his work.

6] The pieces that da Vinci completed
were magnificent and unique. He created a
new, more realistic style of painting. At that
time, when artists painted people, they
looked flat. When da Vinci painted people,
they looked real. No other artist of his time
painted people or animals as well as da
Vindi. His famous painting, the Mona Lisa, is
a good example of this style. Da Vinci took
four years to paint the Mona Lisa.
Unfortunately, the man who ordered the
painting didn’t like it and refused to pay
him. However, ten years later, da Vinci sold
it to the King of France for 492 ounces of
gold (about $300,000). The King hung it in
the Louvre palace in Paris. Today the Mona
Lisa still hangs in the Louvre, which is now
a museum.

Often, da Vind painted in religious
buildings, like churches and monasteries. In
1495, he painted another of his greatest
paintings, The Last Supper, on the dining



room wall of a monastery. It took him
three years to complete it. People came to
see it even before it was done. They
admired the painting because it showed
the emotions of the people in the scene.
People also liked the bright colors that da
Vinci used. Unfortunately, the painting
had problems. In just a few years, the
paint started to peel off the wall. Later,
the people in the monastery made a
doorway that went right through the
painting. The rest of The Last Supper was
almost destroyed when foreign soldiers
threw stones at it. Fortunately, it has
been repaired.

'8 Da Vinci was greatly admired for his
artistic talent and his skill in many areas.
However, some people probably thought
he was quite strange. He was a very
mysterious, private man. He wrote
backwards in his notebooks so nobody
could read what he wrote. Many people
thought that his scientific experiments were
some kind of evil magic. He was also left-
handed. At that time, some people believed
that being left-handed was the sign of the
devil.

191 Most people liked and admired da
Vinci. He was a strong and handsome man.
He was also generous to his friends, both
rich and poor. Although he never married,
he adopted a son and he was a very good
father. People invited him to parties because
he was very entertaining. He talked about
interesting things and people laughed at his
clever jokes. He was also a great musician.
He sang well and played an instrument
that he had invented. Da Vinci was
always well dressed, although he liked

to wear unusual clothes. He wore short
robes when everyone else wore long ones
and loved to wear pink.

10 Da Vinci had some other unusual
habits for his time. He was extremely
clean when many people were not. He
even hated to have paint on his fingers.
He was also a vegetarian because he did
not believe in killing animals. He used to
buy birds just to let them free and to
study their flight.

0 During his lifetime, da Vinci traveled
to all the great cities of Italy and did many
different kinds of work. Once, when he was
trying to get a job, he made a list of 36
different jobs he could do. In addition to
working as an artist, he had also worked as
an architect and engineer. He designed
buildings and canals and he figured out
how to change the direction of rivers. At one
point, he was a military adviser to the Duke
of Milan.

72 Later in life, Leonardo da Vinci went
to Rome to work for the pope. However,
he was unhappy there because the
younger artists were given more work
than he was. As da Vinci grew older, he
stayed alone more and more. Although
people admired him, many didn’t
understand him because his ideas were far
ahead of his time. Da Vinci spent the last
years of his life working for King Francis I
of France. He made architectural designs,
worked on engineering projects, and
entertained the king with all his ideas. He
also worked on his notebooks so they
could be published after his death. Da
Vinci died peacefully on May 2, 1519, at
the age of 67.

LEONARDO DA VINCI 3



VOCABULARY
4 MEANING

What is the best meaning of the underlined words? Circle the letter of the
correct answer.

1.

10.

¢ USE

Da Vinci adopted a son.

a. was nice to b. took someone else’s c. offered to become a
a child child as his own child’s private teacher
The people in the scene looked real.
a. view of a place b. type of activity c. area where people get
together
Da Vinci made observations in order to understand the world around him.
a. built a machine for  b. read many books c. looked carefully and
looking at the stars on a subject noticed things

Da Vinci’s ideas were ahead of their time.

a. very important and b. modern; not used by c. useful, but dangerous
expensive most people until later

Da Vinci worked as a military adviser.
a. someone who gives b. someone who fights c. someone who designs

opinions to others against the government  and produces things

Da Vinci couldn’t wait to start another project.

a. did a good job b. spent a lot of time  c. was very excited to
with something oing something do something

The paint started to peel off the wall.

a. lose its color b. wash away c. come off in small pieces

Other artists made people look flat in their paintings.

a. smooth and even b. full and round c. real

Da Vinci was a very private man.

a. enjoyed being b. didn’t like to talk c. didn’t like to work
with people about himself

Some people thought da Vinci’s scientific experiments were some kind of
evil magic.

a. interesting b. funny c. very bad

Work with a partner and answer these questions. Use complete sentences.

1.

What are some things that are flat?

2. Why do some people adopt children?
3. Who are some evil characters in movies or stories?

4
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4. What fruits or vegetables do you peel?

5. What are some examples of people or things that are ahead of their time?
6. Who would you choose as an adviser?

EXTENSION: MAkKe AND DO
Look at the sentences from the reading:

Many people think of him as the first modern scientist because
he liked to make observations.

He liked to do research in many different areas.
Many languages have only one verb for make and do. In English, these two
verbs are found in many fixed expressions. Often, we use make when we

create or build something. We use do when we perform or act something,.
In many cases, there are no clear rules for which word to use.

Write make or do next to these words and expressions.

1. a mistake 6. a difference
2. a choice 7. homework
3. business 8. a favor

4. money 9. a discovery
5. harm 10. peace

Use each expression in a sentence. Then, make a list of your own expressions
with make and do. Whenever you hear a new expression add it to your list.

COMPREHENSION
¢ UNDERSTANDING MAIN IDEAS

Circle the letter of the best answer.

1. Paragraph 3 is mainly about the fact thatda Vinci ___
a. was a great painter b. was interested c eIl): notes and drawings
in science is observations
2. The main topic of paragraph 6 is

a. how other artists b. da Vinci’s style the King of France’s
painted of painting attitude toward da Vinci

n
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3. The main topic of paragraph 9 is

a. da Vinci’s son b. da Vinci’s parties C.
4. The last paragraph is mainly about .
a. why da Vincdi was b. how da Vind spent C.
unhappy in Rome the last years of his life

¢ REMEMBERING DETAILS

Circle 7T if the sentence is true and F if it is false.

. Da Vinci made more than 10,000 drawings of

plants, animals, and the human body.

. Da Vinci’s studies in math and philosophy helped

him to design many inventions.

. Many of da Vinci’s paintings were never finished.
. The Mona Lisa is a good example of how da Vinci

made people look real.

. Da Vinci liked to wear long robes, even though most

people wore short robes.

. Da Vinci worked as an architect, an engineer,

and an artist.

¢ ORDER OF EVENTS

6

Number the sentences 1-6 to show the correct order.

Da Vinci painted the Mona Lisa.
Da Vinci lived with his father in Florence.

___ Da Vindi studied with a famous artist and learned painting, sculpture, music,

and science.

Da Vinci went to Rome to work for the pope.
Da Vinci painted The Last Supper.

UNIT 1

da Vinci’s interesting

qualities

what people’s attitudes
were toward da Vinci

True

o T T B R e

___ Da Vinci worked as an architect and engineer for King Francis I.

False

T T



¢ MAKING INFERENCES

The answers to these questions are not directly stated in the passage.
Circle the letter of the best answer.

1. The passage suggests that da Vinci .
a. didn’t do much with his life because he never finished anything
b. would have been a better painter if he had concentrated on art alone
c. could accomplish great things in many areas

2. The passage implies that .

a. in his work and habits, da Vinci was quite different from other people
b. da Vinci was selfish and ]Eeople didn’t like him
c. da Vinci tried to follow the style of other artists of his time

3. The passage concludes that da Vinci .

a. worked very quickly on his paintings and produced many
b. was slow to produce a completed painting because of his other interests
c. was better at inventing than painting

DiscussioN

Discuss the answers to these questions with your classmates.
1. Leonardo da Vinci was successful at many different things. Who are some
people who are talented and successful in different fields?

2. Would you prefer to have one career or several different careers in your life?
Give reasons.

3. Leonardo da Vinci adopted a son even though he wasn’t married. Do you
think that single people should be able to adopt children?

WRITING

On a separate piece of paper, write a paragraph or more about the career
you would like to have and why.

Example: I would like to be a teacher. I decided I wanted to be a teacher when I was in high school
because I had a great history teacher.

LEONARDO DA VINCI 7



UNIT 2

PETER
THE GREAT

(1672-1725)

BEFORE YOU READ

Peter the Great was the first Russian leader to travel outside of his country.
He traveled around Europe and brought many new ideas and changes to
Russia. Discuss these questions with a partner.

1. Which leader has made great changes in his or her country in the past? What

were the changes?
2. Which leader is making great changes now? What are the changes?
3. What kinds of changes would you like to see the leader of your country make?

Now read about Peter the Great.



PETER THE GREAT

i1 Peter the Great was one of the most
famous tsars in Russian history. (Tsar is the
word for a male ruler of Russia before 1917.)
Although he was often cruel. no one can
deny that he changed his country’s future
forever. When Peter was born in 1672, the
tsar .and the rich and powerful noblemen
ruled Russia. They were cruel, uncivilized,
and uneducated. At that time, Russia didn’t
have schools, hospitals. or factories. There
were no courts of law or systems of
government. Most people lived in poverty,
misery, and fear.

2 Peter’s father, Tsar Alexis. died when
Peter was four years old. There was a lot of
fighting between his family and the
noblemen. They didn’t agree about who
should be tsar. Many members of Peter’s
family were killed. Peter and his mother
escaped and lived in a small village.
Eventually Peter ruled with his half-
brother Ivan and his half-sister Sophia.
After Ivan's death in 1696, Peter ruled
alone.

3 Peter was unique in many ways. He
was six feet eight inches tall and very
handsome. He had a lot of energy and great
physical strength. Peter was wild, and he
sometimes had bad manners. But he was
very bright and he wanted to learn about
everything. Every day he added to his
knowledge and improved his skills. He
loved to play games of war and also liked
ships and sailing. He enjoyed hard work
and building things with his hands. Peter
also liked ordinary things. He liked to dress
in old. simple clothing. He had a huge
appetite, but liked to eat simple foods such
as bread, cabbage soup, and cold meat.
Peter hated formal occasions and behavior.

He refused to allow people to kneel to him
just because he was the tsar.

4/ In those days, there were great changes
in European culture, science, and education.
However, the noblemen in Russia did not
want change. They didn’t travel outside
Russia and they didn’t want foreigners in
their country. There was a group of
Europeans in Russia who worked as
government and military advisers. Peter
knew many of them. Several of these
Europeans were his closest friends.

5 Peter wanted Russia to be as great as
the European countries. He decided to go to
Europe to learn everything he could. But, he
did not want to travel as the leader of a
country. He wanted to be free to study and
learn. So he took a large group of men with
him and disguised himself as a common
soldier. It wasn’t easy to hide the huge and
powerful Tsar of Russia, and soon everyone
in Europe knew about the traveling Russians.
Their customs and clothing were very
peculiar. However, many people were most
upset by their bad manners. For example,
they completely destroyed a beautiful
English country house where they stayed.
They used chairs to make fires, tore up
sheets and beds, shot their guns at priceless
paintings, and ruined the beautiful gardens.

6 Peter was as bad as his men.
Nevertheless, his travels were a great
success. Peter’s dream was to create a
powerful Russian navy, so he had to learn
shipbuilding. He worked for four months in
a shipyard in Holland. Then he went to
England and worked in a shipyard there.
Everywhere he went, he asked questions
and learned more. He learned
watchmaking and studied the human

PETER THE GREAT 9



