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Preface

Torts make headline news. From mass disasters like Hillsborough and
King’s Cross to scandal-mongering in the popular press, torts are seldom
far from the front pages. Yet, despite its human interest, the law of torts is
notoriously difficult for students.

We aim in this book to provide an accessible introduction to the law of
torts. We cover the basic principles of the law and examine them in the
context of those torts which most commonly feature in degree courses. In
doing so, we hope to stimulate thought about the complexities of the
subject and about the law’s role in society.

In this second edition, we have extensively revised the section on
negligence in order to take account of crucial recent decisions in relation
to nervous shock, economic loss and the liability of local authorities;
important caselaw developments elsewhere have also been incorporated.
New legislation considered includes the Damages Act 1996, the
Defamation Act 1996 and the Prevention of Harassment Act 1997.

In preparing the new edition, we have benefitted greatly from
discussions with many of our colleagues at King’s and we thank them
for their help and encouragement. We are also indebted to our external
reader for his constructive criticisms. Others to whom we are grateful
include Keith Povey and John Wincklier. Alastair Mullis’s special thanks
are due to Camilla, Lara and Max for their love and support.

As in the first edition, ‘he’ and ‘she’ are used in alternating parts of the
book to indicate persons of both genders.

We have endeavoured to state the law on the material available to us on
1 July 1997.

ALASTAIR MULLIS
KEN OLIPHANT
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