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LESSON ONE

THE GREAT WALL OF CHINA

The Great Wall of China, the longest wall
in the world, runs across north China like a
huge dragon. It winds its way from west to
cast, across deserts, over
mountains, through val-
leys, till at 1last it
reaches the sea. It is one
of the wonders of the

world. And it was one

of the few man-made
objects on earth that f
could be seen by thei ‘
astronauts who landed #
on ithe moon. ,
The Great Wall has a history of over
twenty centuries. The first part of it was built
during the Spring and Autumn Period(770B. C.
— 476 B.C.). During the Warring States
Period (475 B.C. — 221 B.C.), more walls
s 1 .



were put up to defend the borders of the dif-
ferent kingdoms.

In 221 B.C., the kingdom of Qin united the
different parts of China into one empire. To
keep the enemy out of his empire, Emperor Qin
Shi Huang had all the walls joined up. Thus
the Great Wall came into being. Since then, it
has often been added to, rebuilt and repaired.

The Great Wall, which is called in Chinese
“The Ten-Thousand-li Great Wall”, is about
6,000 kilometres long, 6-7 metres high and 4-5
metres wide. In most places it is wide enough
for five horses or ten men to walk side by
side along the top.

Every few hundred metres along the Wall
there are watchtowers, where soldiers used to
keep watch. When the enemy came, fires were
lit and at the same time guns were fired to

warn soldiers at other towers.
It was very difficult to huild and rebuild

such a great wall over wild and distant country
without any modern machines. All the work
had to be done by hand. Many people were

forced 10 work on the wall far away from
L] 2 L]



their homes. Conditions were terrible. Thou-
sands of men died and were buried under the
wall they built. The Great Wall was made not
only of stone and earth, bui of the flesh and
blood of millions of men.

After the Great Wall was rebuilt hundreds
of years ago, no more work was done ou it until
the Péople’s Republic of China was founded.
After that parts of the Wall were repaired.
On both sides of it new cities appeared. Trees
were planted, and deserts became grasslands.
The cld Great Wall took on a new look.

Today the Great Wall has become a place
©of interest not only to the Chinese people but
also to peopie from all over the world. Many
of them have cometo know the famous Chinese

saying: “He who 'does not reach the Great Wall
is not a true man.”

WORDS AND EXPRESSIONS

dragon ['dregen] =, % vi. & ghaidk, & E

wind [waind] (wound till prep. & conj. HH|------
- [waund], wound i Fytbs #e e LART, EHE e
winded, winded) vi. 2% (F) (HESTZ194)
85 (5 dhak



wonder ['wandal n. 7Fik;
W

land #l. & vi. {({#) L%,
(&)%EFEE_; () i

history [‘histeri] n. it

period ['pisriad] w WL
F38; $918

war (warred, warring) »i.
{E&E; #T{L
n. S5 RERE

defend [di'fend] =t.
T

border ['bo:da] n. 4 &
5 W5

kingdom ['kigdam] =. F[H

i

B Fs

empire ['empais] n.
LR

emperor ['empsre] n. B

thus adv. Znik; X4 Bl

repair [ri'pea] vi, BFR; Hifg

watchtower ['wotftaua] a.
THE

light (lit, 1it ¢ lighted,
lighted) »f. fE4R; 33
vi. KA

gun n. ;42

tower ['taus] 2. B

distant ['distont] adj. pg;
- 4

TLFR; A
condition kan'difsn] n, &{f
bury ['beri] vi. 383%; HE
flesh n. p; difds; AfE
republic [ri'pablik] n. Jk
Ffid
found »t. Bar; 881%; B
appear [a'pia] vi. H{H, B
7% %3
grassland ['gra:slend] n.
i B im
interest ['intrist] n., Y4HR;
s Fl3E
saying U'seiig] ». (EE; 8-
Eke
* * &
Tun across it
put up EEED
out of Pf.----- 25
join up HiEEiE
come into being (K B
I ) JEME, 7285 BLaY
add to 1@
side by side EIREH
used to 3 HHE, T EBE
keep watch <p&; {EHBE; HOOH:
the Pcople’s Republic of
China jifg AR S RAIE

keep ...



dake on a new look R |

NOTES
1. The Great Wall of China, the loagest wall in the

world, runs across north China like a huge dragan.
PRI, R L Rk EE 408, FihERAL
e

run fERCHEECMRT. CELTHER.

The river runs across the plain CER). X 4&ml
Y,

The railway runs along the river bank. X&%
FRERR AT o .

fi)vh the longest wall in the world & The Great
‘Wall of China #Rifizig, ®-—/ARNRRIAELHE
fEESMN) iR A RIEZE, LAY #
Ptk RGO, A RS AT RS, S HHE
AL R R iE . A

Mr Smith, our new teacher, is an American. %
it 520, R EHIAAE, - -EEA,

2. It winds its way from west 1o east, across deseris,
over mouniains, through valleys, till at last it
reaches the sea. AR, B, FLLPE,. Mt
W4, 2k (4%, fecla BE K v,

wind its way S RIFTHER. o
~ The river winds (its way) 1o the sea. IiZEfhils
B b



3. the Spring and Autumn Period(770B, C,—476 B.C. )
LB (A 08 770 £ — 2\ ST 476 48)

770B.C. —476 B, C, I from 770 B. C. ta 476B. C.
770 B.C. #fE: ['sevn 'sevn 'au 'bi: 'si:] 'iji ['sevn
sevati 'bi: 'si:]; 476 B.C. #fE; ['for 'sevn 'siks bi:
'sit] % ['for 'sevnti 'siks 'bi: 'si:],

B.C. B before Christ [kraist] B935S, 1§ “4An
Bi ", Christ &35 Jesus['dzizzos] Christ §R&F %,

4. the Warring States Period (475 B.C. — 221 B.C.)
6% IR I BT (A TR 475 2701 221 48)

5. To keep the enemy out of his empire, Emperor Qin
Shi Huang had all the walls joined up. 7T Bifd&k
AN, b2 A MR AT A RISER T k. _

To keep the enemy out of his empire ZERER
HiEERiE, XBEERATE, A THRBREZD AR
FAM RGO,

To build our great countiry, we must study
even harder. BT RERMHBANER, RMNLHAE NS
kLR

keep somebody out of #BR “HEAFTF Tewnr
2T B ATEAN. 2 ‘

Keep the children out of trouble while their
parents are away. (EX&E THREDENME, AE
IR NHTE P

6. Thus the Great Wall came into being: X HE
R T.

.- 5 .



come into being K, =%, #m:
Do you know when railways came into being

in China? YRAmiE ¥ LR 1 & 00 BT 4618 2 B RE G

7. The Ten Thousand Ii Great Wall FH K,

10.

1.

In most places it is wide enough for five horses or
ten men to walk side by side along the top. Kk L
£ 5 AR 26 5 LDk 10 AN L EIFHERIST .
Every few hundred metres along the Wall there are
watchtowers, where soldiers used to keep watch. 3%
BLmERJLITRRIEHES XK A LY.

fyep where D)o ANDRIERMEEIEAE, Bk
‘watchtowers,

used 5 to MAER, RALZLERIAMT M
FE ERERTET. o

She used 1o go there every morning. #hif B
KERHEIR,

He used to live in Shanghai. feidE¥BELE.

keep (a) watch 5oy B, watch X% BE A,
All the work had to be done by hand. ByEXiE
LB HFET .

to be done REFRERMHUEFHR. FEAMHE
ARG o be hud X2 AR, RAEEEITE,

What’s to be done next? F —Hiséfl4r
The Great Wall was made not only of stone and
earth, but of the flesh and blood of millions of men.
KWAERER, WREBEE AN RRE,

« 7



12.

13.

The old Great Wall took on a new [ook. #EAYH
WO SR . (B REEESER

take on {EiX BE“EBGHE R "MEE,
Many of them have come to know the famous
Chinese saying: “He who does not reach the Great
Wallis not a true man”. L AEMEEIPEAS:
B AR TELFIN

EXERCISES
Read the following: .

. adj. n- ad j.
east eastern day daily
west western week weekly
north northern month monthly

south(Fg ) southern(Fg 4 fy) vear vearly
For each word or phrase in Column [ find a phrase

with similar meaning in Column II:

i I

1) object 1} very ‘bad

2} defend 2) time with a beginning and
an end

3) period 3) to keep safe from harm

4) terrible 4) to make somebody do

5) grassland 5) a thing that can be seen or
touched

6} astronaut 6) next to one another

8



7) side by side 7} to fix one’s attenticn cn

8)

9)

to force 10 do &) a person who travels through
space
keep watch 9) a large piece of land which

is covered with grass

:3. Put the following into English, paying attention to

the correct use of prepositions:

PN Rt

Ki#s b Bt FEAR B
iRl BEES

sEi AT BA LRI

. Underline each clause in the following seniences

and tell its function:

D
2)
=Y
4)
5)
6)

7
8)

Is there anyone in your class who would like to
go with us?

Who was the man that kept the child out of
the room?
We haven't decided when we'll go and see the

Tower of London.

The train was leaving when [ reached the
station.
What he had done really surprised us all.

That’s what inierested her most.
We’re not satisfied with what we’ve done.
The place where he used to meet foreign friends

is far away from the city.



5. Complete each of the following sentences according

o
1)

2)

3)

4}

5)

6}

« j0 -

the text:

The Great Wall of China runs across .

a) east China b) north China ¢} deserts
The Wall could be seen by the astronauts who
landed ..

a) on earth b) on the spaceship

¢} on the moon

The Great Wall has a history of ..

a) more than twenty centuries

b) thirty centuries '

¢} twelve centuries

The first part of the Wall was built .,

a) during the empire of Qin Shi Huang

b) during the Spring and Autumn Period

¢) during the Warring States Period

— united the different parts of China into one
empire.

a)} The different kingdoms

b} Qin Shi Huang

¢) The kingdom of Qin

Emperor Qin Shi Huang had al]l the walls joined

up in order to __,
a) keep the enemy out of his empire
b} make friends with other kingdoms

c} make the walls easy 1o repair



7)

8)

9)

10)

115

12)

The Wall is about .

a)} 6,000 kilometees long, 4-5 metres high and
6-7 metres wide

b) 6,000 kilometres long, 6-7 metres high and
4-5 metres wide

¢) 60,000 kilometres long, 6-7 metres high and
4-5 metres wide

— it is wide enough for five horses or ten men

to walk side by side along the top.

a) In some places b) In most places

¢} In the eastern part of the Wall

Every few hundred metres along the Wall there

are . -

a) a group of soldiers b) watchtowers

¢} many guns

Thousands of men died and were buried under

the wall they built because _ __.

a) they had a war b) they killed each other

¢) the conditions were 50 terrible

The Great Wall was made not only of sione

and earth, but of —_, '

a} the flesh and blood of millions of soldiers

b} the flgsh and blood of millions of men and
women

c) the flesh and blood of miilions of men
The old Great Wall took on a new look ..

« f1 -



@) after the People’s Republic of China was
founded
b) during the Spring and Autumn Period
¢} during the Warring States Period
6. Translate the following sentences into English;
1) hERREENFEZ—.
2) RELHAMPELE: “TERBRIEFIL,
3) TERHFEFUWLAT —LFAEHE,. (appear)
4) BURISEEE N, 3 WAWE, HRRTLEH -]
AW, A AR R,
5) WEINIAHHeB X BHFHAEERZE TS (side
by side)
6) ibAEY— KR LR BHENRR, (defend)
7 AEBRBMLEBBTEERGHE, (force)
7. Fill in the blanks with the verbs in brackets in

proper tenses and voices:

Last Sunday Tom and T .. {(go) to visit the
Great Wall of China. Since I . never . {see)
the Wall before, 1 . (be) quite excited.

After a long ride we .. (reach) the moun-
tains. As we . (make) a turn, the Great Wall
suddenly . (appear). Tom and I both _____
(shout), “The Great Wall, look!” It ___. (be) just
like one of the pictures in my history book.

-t (say) that the Great Wall ___ (be) the
longest wall that —_ ever ___ (build). It .

& 12



{run) across north China like a huge dragon aad it

—__ (have) a history of more than twenty centu-

ries!

Tom __ (tell) me all he —_ (know) about
the Wall. T —_ hardly ___ {can believe) that the
Wall ___ (build) by band! Tom also ____ (explain)
to me that no more work ___ (do) on the Wall
until the People’s Republic of China ___ (found).
After that parts of the Wall __  (repair). Trees
—— {plant) here and there. The old Great Wall
—- (take) on a new look.

It was almost dark when we ____ (get) back.
We really —._ (enjoy) ourselves that day.

s 13 x



