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1. Mankind

Two to three million years ago in East Africa a new species
of primate began to evolve. Over millennia® his brain became
larger, he began to walk on his hind legs, his hands became more
flexible, he developed an opposable thumb, he evolved a lan-
guage, his brain and his hands enabled him to become a tool-

e ————
maker —in short, he became Man.

Nature began a new experiment. Instead of adapting to
a specific environment,? man acquired the capacity to adapt
himself to any specific environment. He spread throughout the
globe, changing as he moved,® until he became the most widely
distributed species on earth.

Man adapted physically as well as culturally .t.c:. the new
surroundings into which he moved. Those who stayed in or
moved’t/o\equatorial climates developed dark skin to protect
them from the rays of the sun. Those who moved to colder
climates developed light skin to take advantage of* the sunlight
for the synthesis® of vitamin D. People in cold dry climates
became stocky, to conserve heat. People in hot dry climates
tended to become tall and thin, to dissipate heat.

Popularly and simplistically, most of the people of the world
fall into three generally acknowledged racial groups — Mon-
goloid,® Negroid,” and Caucasoid.® This Ebuping is based

1. millennia [mi'lenio): # %2 millennium [mi'leniom]: —F4, mijl-
lennia §yi% kB L TXWE, A—E—@iFHWT4", & thousands F—
EREA “BUTIH —#, 2, adapting to ... environment: G 57 ... 3h5E,
environment == surroundings. 3. changing as he moved: X —4 4 iAE
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on rather arbitrary characteristics — skin color, eye form, and
hair form.

In temperate river valleys, agriculture developed about
10,000 years ago. It became necessary for large .groups of
people to cooperate in order to distribute the waters of irriga-
tion equitably. With irrigat‘ion came surplus food, which meant
that large numbers of people were freed from the land to pursue
nonagrarian specialities — technological development, scholar-
ship for its sake — and war. These were the seeds of “civiliza-
tion”. Human society became complex under these circums~
tances.

" Every culture gives its members an identity and, to a large
extent,! molds the way in which they perceive the world and
il:\t_er%vw'tlrother people. People of one culture are likely to
see other peoples in terms of two basic categories: ‘“‘we’
(“people like me”) and “they” (“people not like me™).

(3

(Lester Markel, ed.,-World in Review, N.Y., 1972, p. 120}

2. The Oldest Face in the World

Today the Sunday Times Magazine publishes the first
colour photograph of the oldest intact mummy? in the world.
He is a man who died 2,372 years before the birth of Christ.
He lies underground in a shallow rock niches -at Saqqara,?
the site of the Step Pyramid® and only a 30 minute drive from the
centre. of Cairo.

1. to a large extenty ZEfMAEE L, 2.v'lnmmny ['mami): A7
TR, 3. rock niche: F& FRYMIAE, ' 4. Saqqara {sa:‘kwesras}iigd
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He was found partly by accident by Dr. Ahemed Moussa,
the Inspector of Antiquities at Saqqara, who is reconstructing
the causeway built by the Pharaoh! Unas more than 4,000
years ago. Dr. Moussa discovered a quarry close to the
causeway which had'been filled with sand and debris. Tombs
were cut into the quarry face but had been looted within a few
centuries. Each tomb was painstakingly cleared by hand in
the hopé that something might have survived. In the last corner
of the last tomb, Dr.  Moussa found the beautiful and intact
mummy, of a singer named Waty.

Waty died 4,348 years ago —a full 500 years before the
oldest intact mummy previously discovered. He is a unique
survivor of the old Kingdom of Egypt. The history of his time
is covered by Gardiner’s® “Egypt of the Pharaohs” and Mar-
garet Murray’s® “The Splendour that was Egypt,” both
available in paperback editions.

The mummy still lies in its tomb at Saqqara. It is too
rich a discovery to be moved* to a museum. Scholars have
been aware of® its existence, but tourists cannot see it. The
tomb was unlocked by Dr. Moussa for Sunday Times photo-
grapher Bryan Wharton to ‘capture the first pictures of Waty
for the public. The result is an extraordinary view of Man as
he -was more than four millennia ago.

. (Sunday Times, London, June 13, 1976, p. 1)

1. Pharaoh [feoroul: % (HRBEBEMKED). 2. Gardiner
['gazdno]: #, 3. Margaret Murray ['margorit'mati] #4, - ‘%
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3. The “Green Revolution”

The introduction of new varieties of rice and wheat in Asia
and Latin America has been known as the “Green Revolution™.
So far the new seeds and the accompanying technology have
not resulted in increased agricultural production per head or
reduced malnutrition.! The direct, quantitative effects of
introducing high-yielding varieties of foodgrains have been
modest.

The indirect and quantitative effects, however, have some-
times been significant. The new technology has led to changes
in crop pattern? and in methods of production. It has ac-
celerated the development of a market-orientated, capitalist
agriculture. It has encouraged the growth of wage labour,
and thereby helped to create or augment a class of agricultural
labourers. It has increased the power of landowners, and
this in turn has been associated with a greater polamzation®
of classes and intensified conflict.

Changes in status and class alignments have been accom-
panied by changes in the distribution of income. Profits and
rents have increased absolutely and relatively. The share of
wages has declined and in some instances real wages rates or the
number of days worked, or both, have declined. In short, an
old system of agriculture, slowly or swiftly, is in the process of
being destroyed by the advance of contemporary technology.

The policies that have accompanied the “green revolution™
in many underdeveloped countries have aggravated the prob-
lems these countries face. Supplies of some commodities have

12
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