T
= &

Reading Practice




% 1% il

BEM O

(B =4E % T2 I0H)

Reading Practice

Book 3 (B)
it 4w B BEE  JIEE
143 i e
% Bl R

Bomo 8o gk &
BomopE g BOE B

NI AR A S 2K
ARBH IR



BB P¥HE
FIEI4
B (T
(tE ZERTREAD
ARHE B MERIIEH R

%

A A x st R EFT
(AEEPMEHSSS  HR4E:100009)
LEHEPIEEH
xﬁmﬁ%ymrm%

FFA:787 B X 1092 K 132 EIT:625 FE:170000
1998 4E 6 A 1R 1999 11 H S 1 BETRY

E%:1- 15 000
ISBN 7 —107—12570—2 ~
G680 () el ST0

EERURE - BOMASPHESLERY - FELR
MEBED. HFAENE, R, THS AR Rk
@R AR FEPEEFHE =K 1358  100078)



W5

Bl e FIHIRS 3F — T R S BRI R ARG 5him
AL E B S RN R HAYIET A RIRVERINE S TR AR
SRR BIARBEITI,  SPEIES T AR RN T
WEEE., MM ZHiEsHR. BEB—FHm, FSFE
B, BRI D RIS IEME, SEEWRE
A Zidsbl, BAS (&b Bre, Fdft— R
REh e,  CEMNEEIREEAED, ATk, RUIERE
1. RRRC-BEIEN T8, MR- N, XRIBEFEIN
—PpEk,  BUiERF, EREROER, L H. NRERFHUE, AT
EE MR i (58, WEIdR, ATk EE &
BT KECE, FEETRE FREEERNTS
RE. ERSEEEMNEL, BESTRAE, SREARE L
TR, R BRI B . WA R
A, HAABIRAR, WRER, SJAEEEHpEE A
BRI R R RERS CRIERN. A RER
LB RS RS RS, Eik,  EEEERRUR fEnsE
W, FERIEE AN,

Fb (R HERR P ERRCE KRR A XM
BEENAEFRERITERN e R R T
Frd i ipmet, RSB 3%,  MRARIESETR AR
Vb 1s FUOR R T DB Tl R SR A2E AL S,
— PR ARG HE AR ST L g3 B4 0-50MA FIS 0- 60 AR
B RIEEWRAEE DM XYL MERE. S
Wi, thEACfh, SCRENR, PRENESNEMNEL RS
ELEMBLAOORA,  BREHREHT0%, 7 HEY)

I



BT KIS, RIS [ b SRR —
ZOSE AMRGEPIGERAS . L DL
I SEEEERA.

ABRESHEIES MR UFRER. B850
RE3R AN, (LAE LA BB i%(Fast reading A4 %HR12
iz iE(Extensive reading) M ¥,  BEMSMS A E. THR.
B—RhEE. B SIRIOEA BER. AR IET IR
R RRERT R B A300- 7004 W 4. AR A1 %—3%.
Pedipal it B I RA T & ) PSR as LRraiE s i, KR
BRI, DGR ENRRE. R AR
EWNRES.  HSLB R BB TR IR B RSB SRR A
(fy, BELFEEFEENRARER, AR Sl HERS
B E R AN TS, ABHIZIEADN 1 AZ AR 28R A X
—AMMamBH. EEMEEEMEA LUSRONET — e
#. KEA400-100040M A£G, ERAREI%.

Ao R RAREE Rk RSB, AME iy,
DIEMEFIIRR.  BRESURRSERD S ERE B OMRR
JERIERS], BARZEAEREM LR D,  — R
Rigse. Wseka.  EMBUSEMZRS, (BRI —E A K
FEEFREX, MR ERERLRIT0%, IR L
BB T EK,

P HEAE I 5 SO BRUF IS T DA WL SRR LR

BRI, XFE. TUWESRE e R, &
Pt 3= B

11



AR, SRRV SIRI TR, TR LR
FAEREE I IR A RMR AR, Bk
W, EARER.  AEENTHEN, WRFIAHLE, #E
FEBYERICHS, BN MERREERTR. BR
il B SOR N i, WAL ANTTLUM
Pepdigis, w0 HAUIE SR SEARAE D).

ABfegms TR ML) 1 IboMNE iE B L T Philippa
Jeffery HIBASSIRIFRED, MF A 1A O MBS A5
RSrATL, BT HELLA R RS,

MFREK VAR, WEN AR, APERT BRI
R, AHIEAMIHEIE.

I



Unit 13
Unit 14
Unit 15
Unit 16
Unit 17
Unit 18

Unit 19 .

Unit 20
Unit 21
Unit 22
Unit 23
Unit 24

Words and expressions

Key to some exercises

CONTENTS

15
30
41
53
68
82
93
108
126
144
155
168
187




Unit 13

Reading Passage A
AMERICAN SPEECH

Although the United States is a large country with many
people, the language is almost the same wherever one
goes. There are two reasons for this. One is that people
move around a great deal in the United States. A man may
grow up in one part of the country, go to college in an-
other part, find work in another place, and marry a girl
from still another part of the country. Railroads, airplanes,
cars and highways make it easy to travel in America.
Many large companies have branches in different parts of
the country and transfer their workers from one branch to
another. The second important factor is public communi-
cation. Movies, radio and television all have a standard
way of speech, and almost everyone in the United States
hears it.

There are, however, some words and expressions
more common in one part of the country than in others.
People in the west wear ten-gallon hats and Levis, which
are blue jeans or work pants and are named for the
manufacturer. In New York people eat a special kind of
sandwich called a “hero.” In Philadelphia, this same
sandwich is called a “hoagie.”

The southern part of the United States is probably
the region with the most peculiar speech. Southern
pronunciation differs from that ot the rest of the country.
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Southerners talk slowly and often do not pronounce the
letter “r”” after vowels, or they change the [g] sound to
[n], so that “running” sounds like “runnin” and “sleeping”
like “sleepin”. One of the most common expressions is
“you all” or shortened to “y’all,” when more than one
person is meant. Another example is about the meaning of
the word “evening”. In most parts of the country this
means the time after the sun goes down, the early part of
the night, but to a southerner it can mean any time after
twelve o’clock noon. In the southern mountains, there
have not been new setilers from other countries for two
hundred years. The hill people have ways of speech that
are like the English spoken when their forefathers left
England to settle in the United States centuries ago. Many
songs they sing today are those sung long ago in England.

Almost every language in the world has dialects
and American English is no exception. At the present time
there is an interesting study going on, a study of American
speech habits. This study has shown that different words
are frequently used in different parts of the country to
mean the same thing. For example, in the east, Americans
use the word “soda” to mean a soft drink. In some parts of
the west, a soft drink is “tonic”, or a “pop.” In the South,
the brand name “Coke” is applied to all carbonated soft
drinks. Such differences are usually a source of
conversation, not misunderstanding.

In American speech as in American life and life all
over the world, changes are frequent. Seventy years ago, it
was incorrect to say “It’s me,” but today it is acceptable
simply because most Americans say that instead of “It’s



[.” As people change, so language changes. What is wrong
today may be right tomorrow.

L

10
11
12
i3
14

15
16

Read the passage and then answer the questions:

Is the US a big country?

Are there many people in the US?

Can most Americans understand each other’s
language? Why?

What makes it easy for Americans to move around
from one part of the country to another?

What are the major means of public
communication?

How do radio and television influence American
speech?

Are all the words in American speech used in
every part of the country?

Who wears a ten-gallon hat?

How do people in Boston call the place where they
send their dirty clothes to be cleaned?

Which part of the US is probably the region with
the most individual speech?

Do southerners pronounce the letter “r” after
vowels?

How do they pronounce “running” and “sleeping”?
When 1s “you all” used in the south?

What is the meaning of “evening” in most parts of
US?

What can it mean in the south?

Does American English have dialects?



17 Does every language in the world have dialects?

18 Where is the word “soda” used for a soft drink?

19 In some parts of the west, what does “tonic” mean?

20 Are those differences sources of
misunderstanding?

21 Does American speech change?

22 Does every language change?

23 Is “It’s me” correct today? Why?

II. Questions for discussion:

1 The US is a big country and most Americans can
communicate orally with each other. China is also
a big country but a lot of Chinese cannot
understand each other’s speech. Why?

2 Almost every language has dialects and American
English is no exception. As a student of English,
do you think you have to be familiar with all the
dialects of American English? Why?

Reading Passage B

EDUCATION IN
THE UNITED STATES

Most Americans start school at the age of five when they
enter kindergarten. Children do not really study at this
time. They only attend for half a day and learn what
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school is like.

Children attend elementary school for the next six
years. They learn to read and write and work with num-
bers. They also study the world and its people.

After they leave elementary school, children go to
junior high school for three years and senior high school
for another three years. This is called secondary education.
In some places children go to elementary school for eight
years and high school for four. At any rate, elementary and
secondary education together take twelve years to com-
plete.

In their secondary schooling children study more
subjects. They have classes in history, geography,
government and the English language and literature. They
may choose to study foreign languages, advanced mathe-
matics or science, such as physics or chemistry. Students
who plan to go on to college or professional training must
take some of these courses. Other students who do not
plan to go on with school may have classes in accounting
or typing or other subjects that will help them in the
business world. Some senior high schools are vocational.
Students may learn to operate machines, or learn cooking,
sewing or office work. ‘

In most places in the United States children must
attend school until they are sixteen or until they finish high
school, usually at the age of seventeen or eighteen. Some
children who are not good students drop out of school
before they complete secondary education. This is a
growing problem, for it is harder for people to find work
when they have not finished their high school education.

5



Higher education is found in colleges and
universities. The average course is four years. Students
choose a major and take courses in this subject. After four
years they get a bachelor’s degree. Then the students may
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go on to graduate school and with a year or two of further
study get a master’s degree. After another two or three
years of study, they may get a still higher degree, a doctor
of philosophy. Higher education trains people to become
teachers, nurses, engineers or do other professional work.
Lawyers attend three years of graduate professional
school. Doctors attend four years of medical school.
Most cities have colleges or universities that offer
classes at night as well as in the daytime. In this way
people who have to work may attend school at night and
work for a degree or just take courses in a subject that



interests them. In many cities, secondary schools also offer
classes in adult education.
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Read the passage and then answer the questions:

At what age do most Americans start to go to
school?

What do you call the first school children attend?
What do children learn in kindergarten?

For how many years do children attend elementary
school?

What do they learn in elementary school?

When do they go to secondary school? How long
do they attend secondary school?

Do they study foreign languages in high school?
Some students do not plan to go on to college.
What courses do they take?

What do girls learn in high school that will be
useful when they keep house?

Do Americans have to attend school until they are
21 years old?

Do some students drop out of school?

How long is the average course of higher
education?

Do college students choose a major?

What kind of degree do they get when they
graduate from college?

What kind of degree do they get after they have
further study in graduate school for one or two
years?
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How can they get a degree as doctor of philoso-
phy?
What does higher education train people to be-

come? ,

Do most cities have colleges or universities that
offer classes at night?

Who attends schools at night?

Do secondary schools in many cities offer classes

in adult education?

Questions for discussion:

The author says that in the United States some
children who are not good students drop out of
school. We know there are Chinese students who
drop out of school, too. What do you think are the
major causes that some students drop out of
school?

Are you satisfied with your elementary and
secondary education? If so, why? If not, why?

THE TWENTY-FOURTH OF DECEMBER

The clock ticks slowly, slowly in the hall,

And slower and more slow the long hours crawl;
It seems as though today

Would never pass away;

The clock ticks slowly, s-1-o-w-I-y in the hall.



Reading Passage C

HOLIDAYS IN
THE UNITED STATES

January 1 is New Year's Day, the first day of the year. It is
a legal holiday, and all banks, stores and schools are
closed. Many people invite their friends to come visit them
in the afternoon or evening.

The only legal holiday in February is
Washington’s birthday. Although Washington was born on
February 22, his birthday is now celebrated on the third
Monday in February. Some states also celebrate Lincoln’s
birthday on February 12. These two, the United States’
most famous presidents, were both born in February.

Easter Sunday 1is in spring, usually in April. Itis a
joyful church holiday, and many churches have an outdoor
service at sunrise on this day. Children and their parents
color hard-boiled eggs before Easter. Late Saturday night
or early Sunday morning the eggs are hidden and the
children have an Easter egg hunt on Sunday. Usually little
candies and perhaps a large chocolate egg are hidden
along with real eggs. Little children believe the Easter
rabbit comes and leaves the eggs for them. By this time of
the year, winter is over and the weather is getting warmer.
Many people buy new spring clothes and wear them for
the first time on Easter Sunday.

The last Monday in May is Memorial Day. This
holiday remembers the many service members, men and
women alike, who died defending the freedom all



Amenicans enjoy. Americans celebrate Memorial Day
with memorial services in cemeteries and churches, and
with patriotic speeches and parades.

America’s great national holiday, Independence
Day, falls on the fourth of July. It celebrates the birth of
the United States. It was on this day in 1776 that the
colonists declared their independence from England. They
had to fight hard for the next seven years to win this
independence. On the Fourth of July, people display the
flag of the United States, and many cities have parades
and speeches. At night there are fireworks displays. Not
long ago, people let off firecrackers all day fong on the
Fourth of July, but so many people were hurt that many
states have made firecrackers illegal. After dark, cities and
towns usually have a public display. They set off rockets
which explode high in the air like showers of sparkling
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