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TO THE READER

N S

This book starts at the intermediate level and ends at
the upper-intermediate level. The seven stories in the book
steadily increase in difficulty. The vocabulary list for the
first story contains 1000 words; for the second and third
stories, 1250 words; and for the final four stories, 1500
words. The length of the sentences increases, and new
grammar is introduced with each story.

By working on this book, you will improve your
* reading
* speaking and discussion
* vocabulary
* knowledge of word forms
* writing
Each story in the book is divided into two to four parts
or sections. Following the story, there is an exercise(Exercise
A:Understanding the Plot of the Story) that is based on the
whole story. This exercise is followed by other exercises for
each separate section of the story, based on the material in
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that section. You should try to read the whole story before
beginning any of the exercises. If you find Exercise A
difficult, re-read the story by sections, and do the exercises
for one section before reading the next section. After
finishing all the other exercises, try again to do Exercise A.

The exercises will help you develop your language skills
in general and your reading skills in particular. Most of the
exercises are on reading comprehension, vocabulary, word
forms, discussion,and writing. Several of them will introduce
you to some of the more difficult elements of written
English: irony of situation, irony of expression, inference,
hidden meaning,and figurative language.

The stories in this book were written many years ago by
seven of America’s most famous writers. You will read about
the writers’ lives before you read their stories. Special
exercises will introduce you to the world of each story before

you read it. Good luck and good reading!



TO THE TEACHER

GREAT AMERICAN STORIES 2 consists of seven
careful adaptations of famous stories by classic American
writers and exercises for each story in reading skills,
vocabulary, word forms, language activities, writing and
discussion. Prereading exercises introduce the student to the
world in which the story takes place and explore the
biographical information provided about each writer on the
title page of each story.

The book is both graded and progressive — that is, the
vocabulary, grammar, and internal structure of the stories
increase in difficulty from the first story (which is at the
beginning-intermediate level of proficiency ) to the last
(which is at the upper-intermediate level ). Structural,
lexical, and sentence-length controls have been used
throughout the book. The head-word list for the first story
contains 1000 words; for the second and third stories, 1250
words; and for the final stories, 1500 words. Maximum
sentence length increases from 15 words in the first story to
20 in the last, and new grammatical structures are added
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story by story. Words from outside the head-word lists are
introduced in a context that helps make their meaning clear;
they are used again within the next 100 words of text and
then repeated at least two more times before the end of the
story.

The book as & whole is designed to be incorporated into
a 12- 1o 14-week course in ESL of EFL as part of the reading
program. The material can he used either in or out of class —
as a core reading text,ancillary text.or simply for pleasure
reading. Its in-class use can take 2 number of different
forms: teacher-student, student-student { pairs ¢r small
groups ) ,student-tutor,or student alone.

Like the stories, the exercises in the book increase in
difficulty, gradually introducing the student to 1he more
demanding elements of English prose that characterize
unabridged or advanced texts: ironv of situation and
expression, implication and inference, hidden meaning,
figurative language, and so on. Further. the exercises are so
designed that the student must constantly return to the text
to check comprehension or vocabulary. An objective of the
book is to involve the reader deeply in the text of each story
and the world of its writer,and, toward that end, to present
exercises that are difficult if not impossible to complete
without a thorough understanding of the text.

Each story is divided into two to four parts,or sections.
The first exercise following each story, “Exercise A:
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Understanding the Plot of the Story,” encompasses the
entire story. Thereafter, the exercises in vocabulary, word
forms,language activities,and writing are based on the sub-
sections of the story. The concluding Discussion exercise
returns to the story as a whole and asks the student to
comment on its major themes. It is best, therefore, to have
the student read through the entire story once, share first
impressions,and attempt Exercise A;jand then re-read each
section carefully and work on the exercises based on the
material in that section. The first long reading“stretches”the
student; the re-reading and exercises consolidate gains and
help the student achieve complete familiarity with the
materials. [{ the student has trouble with Exercise A the first
time around, he or she should be asked to repeat it after the

other exercises,but before the Discussion exercise.
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THE ROMANCE OF A BUSY BROKER

Before You Read the Story- -

1.A Life

2.

Read the paragraph about O.Henry on page
4. What do you notice about his work
experience? What could you expect the
characters in his stories to be like?

The Picture

The picture on page 6 shows us the office of
a stockbroker,that is,a person who buys and
sells pieces of businesses (called stocks,or
shares) for customers. In the picture, the
stockbroker is standing behind his desk. On
the desk is a telephone and a ticker tape
machine. The ticker tape machine prints the
prices of stocks on a paper tape.

Do you think this picture shows an office of
1900,1950,0r 19307 Why do you think so? What
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machines would you expect to see in a
stockbroker’s office today?

. Thinking About It ---

What do you like,or dislike,about the world
of business?

Why? Which of the following words or
phrases best describe the business world to
you: peaceful, exciting, full of pressure,
beautiful,interesting,dangerous, busy,slow,
loving, restful, fast. Are you a businessman
or a businesswoman? Would you like to
become one?

4 .Scanning for Specific Information

Read the questions below. The answer to
each question can be found in the paragraph
about O.Henry on page 4. As you read the
paragraph, look for the piece of information
that will answer the question. You do not
need to understand everything in the
paragraph. But you must read carefully
enough to find the answer to each question.
This kind of reading to find specific
information is called scanning. Try to
answer each question in 30 seconds or less.
a.In what state was O.Henry born?
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h.In what year did he Ieave school”’

¢.How many jobs did he have before he began
writing?

d.Where was O.Henry when he published his
first pook?

e.What kind of book was it?

f. What kind of stories is O. Henry most
famous for?

g.What kind of pecple usualiy appear in his
stories”

h.Who was William Sydney Porter?
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BROKER

adapted from the story by
O.HENRY

O.Henry was born in Greensboro, North Carolina®, in
1862. His real name was William Sydney Porter. He left
school at fifteen and worked at different times in a drug
store*,a business office,an architect’s office,and finally
a bank. When he was caught taking money from his own
bank®,he was arrested and put in prison® for three years.
He had besgun writing, and while he was in prison he
published a book of adventure stories called Cabbages
and Kings.He moved to New York in 1902, and it was there
that he became famous for his short stories with surprise
endings’. He wrote hundreds of stories about the ordinary
people of New York City®. His most famous books include
The FourMillion and The Voice of the City.O.Henry died in
1910.
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itcher had worked for many years in the office of
X Harvey Maxwell,the stockbroker. Pitcher was a quiet
man. He didn’t usually let his face show his feelings. But this
morning he looked surprised — and very interested. Harvey
Maxwell had arrived energetically as usual at 9:30. But this
morning,the young lady who was his secretary had arrived
with him. Pitcher watched them with interest. Harvey
Maxwell didn’t pay attention to Pitcher. He said only a quick
“Good morning,”and ran to his desk. He dug energetically
into the mountain of letters® and telegrams that waited for
him.

2 The young lady had been the stockbroker’s secretary for a
year. She was beautiful, and she dressed simply. Unlike some
secretaries, she never wore cheap glass jewelry. Her dress was
grey and plain, but it fitted her body nicely. With it she wore a
small black hat with a green-gold flower® at the side. This
morning her face shone with happiness'. Her eyes were bright,
her face a soft pink.



