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-2- Unit I Growing Up

Part | I8  Pre-roading Task

Listen to the recording two or three times and then think over the following questions:
1. Do you know who John Lennon was?

2. Have you ever heard the song before?

3. What does Lennon think of growing up? Is it easy or full of adventures?

4. Can you guess what the texts in this unit are going to be about?

The following words in the recording may be new to you:

monster n. B4 prayer n.  ##k

Part 1l B8

When we are writing we are often told to keep our read-
ers in mind, to shape what we say to fit their tastes and inter-
ests. But there is one reader in particular who should not be
forgotten. Can you guess who? Russell Baker surprised himself
and everyone else when he discovered the answer. '




‘The Art of Eating Spaghetti.’”

8  And he started to read. My words! He was reading my words out
loud to the entire class. What’s more, the entire class was listening. Listen-
ing attentively. Then somebody laughed, then the entire class was laughing,
and not in contempt and ridicule, but with open-hearted enjoyment. Even
Mr. Fleagle stopped two or three times to hold back a small prim smile.

9  Idid my best to avoid showing pleasure, but what I was feeling was
pure delight at this demonstration that my words had the power to make
people laugh. In the eleventh grade, at the eleventh hour' as it were’, I had
discovered a calling. It was the happiest moment of my entire school career.
When Mr. Fleagle finishedhe put the final seal on my happiness3 by saying,
“Now that, boys, is an essay, don’t you see. It’s — don’t you see — it’s
of the very essence of the essay, don’t you see. Congratulations, Mr. Baker.”

"

New Words and Expressions

Part Il -5-
50
55
60
797 words

(ERAEBIECFodiiE, BIKIE/E o« 55 458980, B4R EFSBEHEC,

G FHR R TR IMAID)

off and on from time to time; sometimes ¥ Bf 4 45 3 associate /a'soufiert/ vt. join or connect together; bring
A inthemind RBAZALE; BBAA

possibility /posa’bility/ n. 3T % (1) assignment /s'sainmant/ n. a piece of work that is

take hold become established A 4%, #i 3 given to a particular person (-#t.69) L4, 14,

bore /bo/ vt. make (sb. ) become tired and lose interest 4 '
1% (N) RIA turnout produce % 5; £ &, #lig

1 atthe eleventh hour: just before it is too late, at the last moment
2 gasit were: so to speak, as one might'say +T¥4i; EXMAERL

3 he put the final seat on my happiness:he made.my happiness complete (by adding his praise)
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agony“ /'ageny n. very great pain or suffering of mind
orbody (%< #9) M/ %

assign /o'sam/ vr. give as a share or duty 48, 29k

anticipate /@n'tisipert/ vr. expect Fif, A2

tedious /'ti:dias/ a. boring and lasting for a long time %
ok 8h; K&

reputation / repju'terfan/ n. & F; &

inability /.mobilit n. lack of power, skill or ability &
ik, LA

inspire /in'spara/ vr. fill (sb.) with confidence, eager-
ness, etc. $ 5, #&

formal /fomal/ a. (too) serious and careful in manner
and behavior; based on correct or accepted rules % 4%
8, H#)iEeY; E X, LMY

rigid /'id31d/ a. (often disapproving) fixed in behavior,
views or methods; strict — B K% &9; 4564

hopelessly /"houplisli/ ad. very much; without hope +
2, ;8%

excessively /ik'sesvli/ ad. it 43

out of date old-fashioned it 49

prim [prinV/ a. (usu. disapproving) (of a person) too
formal or correct in behavior and showing a dislike of
anything rude; neat F #8249, #3¢ #9; B HLES4E49;
3L

primly ad.

severe /si'vio/ a. completely plain; causing very great
pain, difficulty, worry, etc. #hE#); 2 €4, A
#

necktie /'nektay n. tie 47%

Jaw /d3o/ n. 4%, $R

comic* /'komik/ a. FAE4Y; Aty
n.  HINEE )

antique /zn'tik/ n. ¥, ¥

tackle /'tekl/ vt. try to deal with 432, 44+

essay /'eser/ n. ML, X BT

distribute /dis'tribju:t/ ve. divide and give out among
people, places,etc. 2%, 48, it

finally /'famoly ad. atlast |k, & F

face up to be brave enough to accept or deal with
BB % ST 44

scan /sk&n/ v. look through quickly il , #%5 36 %

spaghetti Ispa'gety/ n. & KA X @@ 4

title /'taitl/ n. a name given to a book, film, etc. #7#%,
#E vt give aname to % - AndRAL, oM B T

extraordinary /iks'tro:dnri/ a. very unusual or strange
RRFHah; F458d

sequence /'sikwons/ n. —it $iXHEHh; A5,
WA

image /'1mid3/ n. a picture formed in the mind % £;
g (B) 1§

adult /'zdalt/ n. afully grown person or animal A%,
A B

humor /‘hjumo/ n. SH; s ¥, #%

recall /'ko:l/ vr. bring back to the mind; remember =
BE, miek

argument /'agjumont/ n. #4%, &5 $ib

respectable /ris'pektabl/ a. (of behavior, appearance,
etc.) socially acceptable T #%#9; thdg #4; X H 44

put down write down B F

recapture | ri‘kept{a/ vt. (lit) bring back into the mind;
experience again & I; B K LZ 5

relive | ri'liv/ vt. experience again, esp. in one’s imagi-
nation F4Kkie, €8

violate /'valelt/ vr. act against it %, K

compose /kam’pauz/ vt. write or create (music, poetry,
etc.) &4

turnin hand in (work that one has done) X (#f4k)

command /ko'mamnd/ n.,v 44, 4

discipline /'disiplm/ ». punishment; order kept (among
school-children, soldiers, etc.) #& 5, 4 4 &4

what’s more in addition, more importantly # H., st
oh; A £

contempt “ /kon'tempt/ n. $24R, 2 %

ridicule /'idikju:l/ n. making or being made fun of i
K, A HAF

open-hearted /'auponha:tid/ a.  sincere, frank &34

hold back prevent the expression of (feelings, tears,
etc.) &4 (4. BREYE)

avoid /o'vord/ vt. keep or get away from & %,

demonstration / demoans'treifan/ n. act of showing
or proving sth. &% ; i£8j

career /kaio/ n. A JE, ¥ik; Rk




WRITING FOR MYSELF

Part

il

Fussell Baker '

The idea of becoming a writer had come to me off and on since my
childhood in Belleville, but it wasn’t until my third year in high school
that the possibility took hold. Until then I'd been bored by everything asso-
ciated with English courses. I found English grammar dull and difficult. I
hated the assignments to turn out long, lifeless paragraphs that were agony
for teachers to read and for me to write.

2 When our class was assigned to Mr. Fleagle for third-year English I
anticipated another cheerless year in that most tedious of subjects. Mr. Fleagle
had areputation among students for dullness and inability to inspire. He was
said to be very formal, rigid and hopelessly out of date. To me he looked to
be sixty or seventy and excessively prim. He wore primly severe eyeglasses,
his wavy hair was primly cut and primly combed. He wore prim suits with
neckties set primly against the collar buttons of his white shirts. He had a
primly pointed jaw, a primly straight nose, and a prim manner of speaking

. . 2
that was so correct, so gentlemanly. that he seemed a comic antique .

3 Iprepared for an unfruitful year with Mr. Fleagle and for a long time
was not disappointed. Late in the year we tackled the informal essay. Mr.
Fleagle distributed a homework sheet offering us a choice of topics. None

10

1 Russell Baker (1925- ): American journalist (# #32%) and writer. This text is taken from his autobiography (g 4%)

Growing Up (1982), which won him a Pulitzer prize.

2 and a prim manner of speaking that was so corréct, so gentlemanly, that he seemed a comic antique: He spoke in
a very formal and exact way. indeed, his style of speaking was so proper and polite that he looked funny, like

something rare from out of the past.. - o . L tE
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was quite so simple-minded as “What I Did on My Summer Vacation,” but
mostseemed to be almost as dull. I took the list home and did nothing until
the night before the essay was due. Lying on the sofa, I finally faced up to the
unwelcome task, took the list out of my notebook, and scanned it. The topic

on which my eye stopped was “The Art of Eating Spaghetti.”

4 This title produced an extraordinary sequence of mental images. Vivid
memories came flooding back of a night in Belleville when all of us were
seated around the supper table— Uncle Allen, my mother, Uncle Charlie,
Doris, Uncle Hal— and Aunt Pat served spaghetti for supper. Spaghetti
was still a little known foreign dish in those days. Neither Doris nor I had
ever eaten spaghetti, and none of the adults had enough experience to be
good at it. All the good humor of Uncle Allen’s house reawoke in my mind
as I recalled the laughing arguments we had that night about the socially
respectable method for moving spaghetti from plate to mouth.

5 Suddenly I wanted to write about that, about the warmth and good
feeling of it, but I wanted to put it down simply for my own joy, not for Mr.
Fleagle. It was a moment I wanted to recapture and hold for myself. I wanted
to relive the pleasure of that evening. To write it as I wanted, however,
would violate all the rules of formal composition I’d learned in school, and
Mr. Fleagle would surely give it a failing grade. Never mind. I would write
something else for Mr. Fleagle after I had written this thing for myself.

6  WhenlI finished it the night was half gone and there was no time left to
compose a proper, respectable essay for Mr. Fleagle. There was no choice
next morming but to turn in my tale of the Belleville supper. Two days passed
before Mr. Fleagle returned the graded papers, and he returned everyone’s
but mine. [ was preparing myself for a command to report to Mr. Fleagle
immediately after school for discipline when I saw him lift my paper from his
desk and knock for the class’s attention.

7 “Now, boys,” he said. “I want to read you an essay. This is titled,

20
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