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LESSON ONE
THE SPLENDID CIVILIZATION OF CHINA

READING 4=

North of the Himalayas, in the eastern part of
Asia, lies China. There in very early times grew
up a splendid civilization. Hundreds of years before
the birth of Christ, tribes of black-haired, yellow-
skinned people lived in the fertile part of that
" country. ' .
~ The Yellow River made North China an early
cradle of civilization. Historians have concluded that
by 1400 B.C. the Chinese had developed a written
language, a government, and a religion which is con-
nected with ancestor worskip. More important later
was South China, alofig the fertile basim of the
* Yangtze, ‘This dres is one of tHe world's greatest
rice barns.

China was once the most civilized country in the
world. There were never more skilled craftsmen
‘than those who lived in ancient China. Craftsmen
made beautiful clothes of silk and made fine china,
named after the country where it was first made.



The splendid civilization of China
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For centuries traders carried silk and china to West
Asia and Europe.

Long before the people of Europe knew, the
Chinese invented gumpowder and introduced a method
of printing books. The earliest printed books known
were produced in China about the seventh century.

The Chinese respected -their scholars and wise men.
More honored than any other was Confucius. In the
fifth century before Christ, Confucius was teaching
the Chinese how to live better lives.

The Chinese have always loved their homes and
families. The Chinese familv often includes not only
the children and their parents, but their grand-
parents, and sometimes their great-grandparents.
Respect for the old and love for the young Kkeep
the Chinese family in harmony.

——Adapted from Builders of the Old World by Ger-

trude Hartman

VOCABULARY
*Himalayas ([ ,hima'leaz] *Yangtze { 'jan,ts
splendid {'splcnd!d] area [ 'ery
civilization [,siviar'zefan civilized [ "~cv],aned
Christ [krast] *craftsman  ‘kraf{tsmon
tribe Ctraib ancient ~‘enfont
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fertile ('fzt]]

cradle ('kred})

historian (his'torian)
conclude (kon'klud :
develop (di'velap)
government ['gavenmant
religion (r'lidzan’;
ancestor [‘ansest.>
worship ('wzfop}

basin ('besn]

china ['tfamna]

century {‘sentfar)

trader (‘treds)
*gunpowder ['gan,pavda)

print (print)

schalar ('skala)

honor (‘ana]
*Confucius (kan'fjufas)

harmony (‘harmanrt)

to be named after

IDIOMS AND PHRASES

in very early times -

R TIRE

in a very early period of time. 1t

People in China developed a government system

in very early times.

to grow up — {(of persons) to become adult or mature;

to develop. (fA) BEIE : BUE | B
The boy grew up and became a soldier.

a cradle of civilization — a place where civilization was '

born. ZRHIIEEL .

Greece is called the cradle of Western civilization.

to be connected with — to be related to. - i,

His work is connected with helping the sick.

as. WG 7

to be given the same (first) name



~ The child was named after a national hero.
to keep in harmony — to keep in agreement of feeling,
opinion, etc. {F - F13.
The universe is kept in harmony.
PRONUNCIATION
Pronounce the following vowels clearly. Repeat after
vour teacher.
1. /i /east, keep, Chinese, people, teach
I't [civilize, fifth, print, river, silk, skill, skin, writ-

ten, country, family, harmony, religion, respect,

splendid

2, i {1 fif fv]
eat it read rid
fell fill sheep ship
feet fit seat sit
heat  hit steal still
leave live

REPHRASING

1. North of the Himalayas, in the eastern part of Asia,
lies China. _
=China lies in the easlern part of Asia, north of the
_ Himalayas. '
‘2. More 1rnportant later was South Chlna, along the’
fertile basin of the Yangtze.
=South China, along the fertile basin of the Ya;lgtze
became more important later.
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3. There were never more skilled craftsmen than those
who lived in ancient China.
=Those who lived in ancient China were the most
skilled craftsmen.
=There were never so skilled craftsmen as those who
lived in ancient China. '
4, The earliest printed books known were produced in
China.
=The earliest printed books that we know were made
in China.

5. More honored than any other was Confucius.
=Confucius was more honored than any other.
=Confucius was the most honored of all.

PATTERN PRACTICE
1. Subj. +V. +0bj.
The Chinese invented gunpowder.
They love their homes.
They developed a written language.
They respect their scholars.
The Chinese family includes many people.
Craftsmen made beautiful clothes of silk.
They introduced a method of printing books.
2. Noun as Obj. Complement
Subj. +V. +0bj. +N.
The boys made John their leader,
We call them our friends, '



They call their dog Hero.
They named their son Tom.
Mary made the flowers a present.
They made the boy their servant.
The Yellow River made North China an early cradle
of civilization.
The Nile River made Egypt an early cradie of civili-
zation.
3. Inversion of word order for emphasis
Subj. +V. +Adv. — Adv. +V. +8Subj. or
Adv. +Subj. (pro.)+V.
Examples:
China lies north of the Himalayas.
-—>North of the Himalayas lies China.
She went away.
—> Away she went.
Do the following after the examples.

They lived in the city.

—>
A splendid civilization grew up there.
>

The boys plaved in the rain.

—>

John works in Taipei.
—>
They lived in the country.
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—
John waited outside the classroom.
—
Many tribes lived in the fertile land.
-
EXTENSION
I am a Chinese, and I am proud of the splendid Chinese
civilization in the past. Of the four oldest civilizations in the
world only the Chinese civilization continues to live. The
Chinese civilization began very, very early. The ancient
Chinese were well-known for their clever craftsmanship
and many inventions. They made beautiful silk and they .
made china from fine clay. They first produced gunpowder
and they invented the printing method. Many people say
that we Chinese are one of the most clever peoples in the
world. I think this is true.
EXERCISES
A. Select the primary stress of each of the following

words.
1. civ-i-li-za~tion 2. civ-i-lize
3. con-clude 4. de-vel-op
5. in-tro-duce 6. his-to-ri-an
7. gov-ern-ment 8. .an-ces-tor

9. har-mo-ny 10, Him-a-la-yas
B. Fill .the blank with a proper word from the list.
ancestor ancient basin cradle cr_aftﬁman_ century



fertile splendid tribe worship

1. The bab}_r__j__s sleeping in the

2. What/ié-:_the name of the god that you ___ 7

3. Taipei is situated in a low

4. The farmer isrich because all his land is

5. Confucius lived in China.

6. We live in the twentieth

7. The Yellow Emperor was the of the
Chinese.

8. He is a skillful
cups with his hands.

he makes beautiful

— ¥

9. These people are not civilized; they live in

10. The ancient Greeks developed a very
civilization.
C. Choose a proper preposition. ,

1. Long time ago, black-haired, yellow-ski'n}ied
people lived (on, in, within} the fertile parts
of China. :

2, China lies (in, on,to) the eastern part of Asia.

3. (At, By, In) 1400 B. C. the Chinese had developed
a written language.

4. The Chinese first invented a method (for, in, of}
printing books.

5. Craftsmen' made beautiful clothes (by, from, of)
silk.

6. Traders carried silk and china (across, through,
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7.

to) West Asia and Europe.

Respect (for, at, with) the old and love (for, at,
with) the young keep the Chinese family
together.

D. Comprehension

1.

China lies in the _ _ part of Asia.
a, northern b, southern c. eastern

e ~is one of the world’s greatest rice

a. East China b. South China c¢. North China

Historians believe that by 1400 B.C. the Chinese
had developed

a. a printing method b. gunpowder c¢. a writ-
ten language

The Chinese religion has something to do with
- worship.

a. animal b. ancestor c. hero

The earliest printed books were produced in Chi-
na about the ) century.

a. fifth b. seventh «. ninth

Traders carried silk from China to West Asia
and .

a. Africa b. America ¢. Europe

Confucius was respected because

a. he was a great scholar

b, he taught people how to live better lives
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c. he had power
8. We Chinese people have special respect for
a. the old b. the rich c. the poor
9., Fine china was so named because __
a. it was most produced in China.
b. it was first produced in China.
c. it was best produced in China.
10. There were never more skilled craftsmen than
those who lived in China. This means
a. China had the least skilied craftsmen.
b. China had the most skilled craftsmen in the
world.
¢. China had as many skilled craftsmen as those
in other countries.
E. Complete the sentences according to the Chinese.
1. WAL R S A L i
__ Yellow River ___ North China an
early cradle of civilization.
2. PRAMRAAEFAHERWN.
__Chinese have a religion whichis _ _____

___ ancestor worship.
3. PRI AT PR B A B RO T
There were |, more skilled craftsmen
than who were in ancient China.
4. PEBIELL b fTRIAI A K il By F o
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China is named the country

it was first made.

5. BASBERY XD

We respect the . and love the
6., WHBHRHEARERE,
Respect ____ _ each other keeps people in

F. Translate the sentences into English.
b, R EGEMHER. (.le.) -
2, RENERRKB—ERVNXHEE, (The Nile...
Egypt...)
. PERARET KRR —EHBIM,
4, LF—EZEHFRANEGH. (.. be honored by...)
FR—ERER LEVOER,



