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Pretace

| am very honoured to be asked to write a preface to this
work of the SIU brothers on Family Records and their Con-
tribution to the History of Hong Kong. Kwok-kin and Kwok-
kwan have been my friends for many years and together
we have worked on collecting end sharing material bearing
on this subject. As is well known, the gazetteer for San On,
though useful and indeed indispensable, is lacking in many
respects and, apart from any other short-coming is very
out of date, its tast revision being dated in the Chia Ching
period over 160 vyears ago, twenty-two vyears before the
establishment of British Hong Kong. Therefore we have to
turn to other sources to supplement and extend it. One of
the most fruitful fields has been the family histories of the
lineages that have been long settled in Hong Kong.

in this book the SIU brothers have given a methodical
description of what genealogies are and how their collection
and study are proceeding; and with the aid of chosen passages
from local genealogies, they have illustrated their usefuiness
as contributions to local history. They have listed recent
acquisitions of genealogies and other materials from the
New Territories by family and village and they have used
focal genealogies to chart the entry of Hakka cians into our
area in the Ming and Ch'ing periods, giving in a particular
place from the contents. The S{U brothers have also indicated
which iibraries and institutions have major holdings of local
genealogies — built up, | may add, with their heip and others.

This is an appropriate time in the work of collection
and recording to take stock of what has been done and what
has been achieved in this important field of study. This little
work conveniently marks the end of the firs: stage. | con-
gratulate my friends Kwok-kin and Kwok-kwan on their
efforts and skill, and urge them to continue the good wark.

Hong Kong, 28th September, 1982 James Hayes
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