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Bright Pearls of the Oriental Temples

—— A brief introduction to Nanchan
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Temple and Foguang Temple
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The Surmmer of Mt, Wutai



When you visit Mt, Wutai, do remember to appreciate the cream of
the Buddhist art of the Tang Dynasty in the Nanchan temple and the
Foguang Temple. Both Temples are the oldest existing wooden buildings
in China which boast a history of over one thousand years. They were
respectively built in the third year of Jianzhong Period of Emperor De
(782 AD) and the tenth year of Dazhong Period of Emperor Xuan
(856 AD)in the Tang Dynasty. In the Buddhist hall of both temples,
many fine painted sculptures of that age are well preserved, with
frescoes, calligraphy and paintings only preserved in Foguang Temple,

In 1961, both temples were authorized as the ‘major historical and

cultural sites under the State
protection”, There are not only rare
historical relics which can widen
your knowledge and sharpen your

intellect, but also beautiful scenery

for you to enjoy.

The buildings, paintings, sculp—
tures and calligraphy in the Nanchan
Temple and Foguang Temple are
the finest in the history. There are
a huge amount of historical records
about various art forms, few of
which are still existent (especially
the buildings) except in Mt, Wutai.
With these rare sculptures and fres—
coes of the Tang Dynasty, Nanchan
Temple and Foguang Temple are
more valuable to us,

Nanchan Temple lies in Li 7
village, Yangbai town, 22 kilome-
ter west of the county city of
Wutai. It is 95 kilometers away
from Taihuai town in Mt, Wutai,

with 700 meters above sea level,
and a temperature a little bit higher than that of the Taihuai Town,

warmer in winter and cooler in summer than other places, and with a
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quiet surrounding. Covered with green trees and grass, the temple locates
on a small hillock, backs a green hill and faces a river. When summer
comes, the quiet hills are dressed with various flowers in their full
bloom and smell of fragrance, which makes it lively and splendid. The
exquisite historic temple of the Tang Dynasty is just in the embrace of
these beautiful sceneries. During the Tang Dynasty, the Chan sect of the
Buddhism was divided intc two sects, i.e., the northern sect and the
southern sect, The northern sect was popular in Mt. Wutai during the
middle period of the Tang Dynasty. But Nanchan (in Chinese it means
southern sect) was a small temple of the southern sect, for which it is
called. And thus it was lucky enough to escape the Huichang Diaster,
and show its simple, vigorous and artistic body to the people today.
Thereafter, the southern sect prevailed in Mt. Wutai and Nachan Temple
kept its name as a glory,

Nanchan Temple faces the south and is of a small scale. There are
six Buddhist halls in the temple with the main Buddhist hall built in Tang
Dynasty and all the others in the Ming and Qing Dynasties.

The main Buddhist hall is majestic with a simple and antique style
of the Tang Dynasty. Its roof is of single eaves, and of the gentlest slope
among the existing buildings in the country, There are no pillars and
ceiling within the hall, The structure of the beamns is simple, graceful,
and of an ancient style. The roof of the hall is tiled. It is supported by
the beams and pillars, with the walls just supporting part of the weight.
The hall is one of the bright pearls of the ancient buildings in China.

There are 17 painted sculptures of Buddhas, Bodhisattvas, servents
of the Bodhisattva and Chief Yudian, all of which are vivid, colorful and
distinctively outlined, and as superb as the ones in the Muogao grottos
in Dunhuang. These painted sculptures are the oldest and finest in Mt
Wutai which have a high artistic and academic value.

There are also in the temple three stone lions, with one lying on the
ground and the other two fighting to each other, and one four—gabled and
five—floored stone pagoda. Stories of Buddhism were carved on the four
sidewalls of the first floor, and relief sculptures of Buddhas carved on
the other four storeys. The gracefully—shaped pagoda with its finest
carvings is a masterpiece among the pagodas of a garret style in the

Tang Dynasty, and is highly praised by experts in this field.



After reaching Dou village along the Xin—Tai Roadand, go 5 kilo—
meters further along the Wu—-Fan Road (road from Wutai to Fansi) to
Foguang village, then go 1 kilometer northward, and you will see a red
wall and green pine and cypress trees set each other off. On the wall are
written three big Chinese characters——Foguang Termple. Foguang Termple
lies at the foot of Foguang Hill southwest of the south peak of Mt.
Wautai, with an height of 1320 meters above sea level, and 47 kilometers
away from Taihuai Town, The temperature there is a little bit higher than
that in Mt, Wutai. The temple faces the west, with three sides sur—
rounded by hills and a river in front of it. It is beautiful with green hills,
waters, flowers, birds and fresh air. Visitors can really enjoy the beauty
of the nature there. No wonder that innumerous eminent monks in the
history have lived there learning and practicing Buddhism, which makes
Foguang Temple one of the ten biggest temples in Mt. Wutai and famous
in the world. Still more, the tall and vigorous pine and cypress trees add
a heavenly and serene atmosphere to it.

Foguang Temple is one of the oldest temples in Mt. Wutai. It
reached its zenith in the Tang Dynasty with its fame spreading to
Chang'an, Dunhuang and even to India and Japan,

Foguang Temple consists of three yards, with the first yard lower
than the other two, the second smelling of fragrance and the third
situated the highest_ The eastern hall in the third yard is a wooden
building of the Tang Dynasty. Its wooden structure and the painted
sculptures, frescos and epigraphs in it are all together appraised as the
four peerless art works of the Tang Dynasty. The Wenshu Hall in the first
yard is an outstanding representative of the buildings in the Jin Dynasty.
Various pagodas and stone pillars inscribed with Buddhist scriptures in
the temple are rare cultural relics which are famous both in the country
and outside,

The eastern hall of the Foguang Temple, with a shorter history than
Nanchan Temple, is bigger in scale, perfect in structure, superb in stone
art, well preserved and well-known in the world. It is a wooden
structure of the Tang Dynasty which reaches a high level technologically
and artistically. No wonder the later generations take it as a model of
the buildings of the Tang Dynasty. On the altar of the hall, there are 35
painted sculptures of Buddhas, Bodhisattvas, Buddha's warrior attendants




and Bodhisattva's attendants. All of them are vivid, elegant and finely
sculpted, which displays the artistic achievements of the period when
Buddhism reached its peak, and are outstanding art works among the
existing sculptures of the Tang Dynasty.

Wenshu Hall was built in the fifteenth year of Tianhui period in the
Jin Dynasty. The painted sculptures of the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas in
it filled for Mt, Wutai the gap of the histarical relics in the Jin Dynasty.

In Foguang Temple, there are also many pagodas of the eminent
monks in the Tang Dynasty, which are all unique in shapes ai. Ffinely
sculpted, giving full play to the artisan's ingenuity. They supply us .vith
valuable materials in the carving and architectural art of the Tang
Dynasty.

The ancient buildings and cultural relics in Nanchan Temple and
Foguang Temple are the essence of the Buddhist culture in Mt. Wutai,

and fruits of wisdom of the ancient people in the art of architecture,

ﬁﬂ@www~ﬁgmm\

painted sculpture, painting and stone carving.
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The Autumn of Mt. Wutai
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Picture of Mt. Wutai in the Five Dynasties
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