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1. MR. PHILEAS FOGG

In the year 1872 there lived at No. 7 Savile Row, London, Mr.
Phileas Fogg, one of the members of the Reform Club'. As he
never spoke about himself, nobody knew who he was. He was
certainly English, a fine-looking English gentleman. He was never
seen at the bank or any place of business in the city. He was
unknown to the world of shipowners and shipping. He was not
a merchant or a business man. He was not a farmer. He was
not a scientist. He was not a writer, He seemed to have no
business or trade.

Phileas Fogg was a member of the Reform Club, and that
was all.

As he seemed to be an unknown man, without friends, it may
be wondered how he had come to be a member of the Reform
Club. It was quite simple. The head of the bank that did his
business had put his name on the list of those who wished to
become members, and he was accepted.

Was Phileas Fogg rich? Yes, certainly. But how he had made
his fortune nobody knew, and Mr. Fogg was not the sort of
man to tell anybody. He did not spend much money and yet he
did not seem to be one of those people who loved saving mon-
€y. .
He talked very little; in fact nobody could have talked less.
There was no secret about his habits and his daily life, but as he
always did everything regularly in exactly the same way every day,
people wondered more and more about him and his past life.

Had he travelled? Probably, for nobody knew the map of the
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world better than he. He seemed to have the most exact knowl-
edge of every country and town in the world. Sometimes when
the members of the club talked about traveliers who had disappe-
ared or become lost in some distant or unknown part of the
world, Mr. Fogg, in a few clear words, would explain what had
probably become of! them. His explanations often proved to be
quite true. He was a man who must have travelled everywhere
— at least in his mind and imagination.

It was quite certain, however, that for many years Phileas Fogg
had not left London. Those who knew him a little better than
others did, said that nobody had ever seen him in any other place
than London. Even in London the only place where he was
seen was the road between his house and the club. The only
things he ever did were to read the newspapers and play cards.
It was clear Mr. Fogg did not play to win money, but for the
sake of the game. For him a game of cards was a battle, a
fight. against a difficulty.

Phileéas Fogg, it appeared, had neither a wife nor children —
which may happen to the most honest people. Nobody had ever
heard of his father or mother, or whether he had brothers and
sxsters _He lived alone in his house in Savile Row where nobody
ever pald him visits. Nothing was known about the inside of his
Hotise. One servant was enough to do the work. He had his
meals at the club at exactly the same moments every day, when
he sat in the same room, at the same table, always alone. He
orﬂy went home to “sleep, always éxactly at midnight.

His home in Savile Row was a simple one, but very com-
fortable. His habits being so regular, and as he spent all the
day at his club, his servant’s duties were light. But Phileas Fogg
expécted from his servant an exceptional degree of exactnmess and

regularny
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2. HIS SERVANT

1t was October 2nd. Mr. Fogg had just told his servant, John
Foster, that he would not need him any more. John Foster had
been guilty of a very serious irregularity: the hot water that he
had brought to his master’s room was only 84 degrees instead of
86 — and this mistake could not be excused. There was no par-
don, and the servant must leave him Mr. Fogg was now waiting
for his new servant, who was to appear between eleven o’clock
and half-past eleven.

Phileas Fogg was sitting in his arm-chair, his two feet toge-
ther, his hands on his knees, his body straight and his head high.
He was looking at the clock — a wonderful clock showing the
seconds, the minutes, the hours, the days and the years. When
half-past eleven struck, Mr. Fogg, according to his usual habit,
would leave the house and go to the club.

At that moment there was a knock at the door. John Foster
appeared. '

“The new servant,” he said.
~ A young man of about thirty years of age camein and bowed.

“You are a Frenchman and your name is John?’ asked Mr.
Fogg.

“Jean', if you don’t mind,” answered the young man. ‘“Jean
Passepartout. My name suits me very well because I am used
to doing all sorts of things. I believe I am a good and honest
fellow, but to tell you the truth, I have had many trades in my
time. I have sung in the streets, I have been an acrobat and
a dancer on a tight rope, and I have taught these subjects. " In
Paris I was an officer in the fire service, so that I can tell you
stories of some of the most famous fires in that city. I left
France five years ago. Wishing to know something of life in Eng-
lish homes, I came to England as a house-servant. Finding my-
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