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FOREWORD

Development and utilization of the ocean is a new—emerging undertaking
with great potential and vast vistas. It has been predicted that the 21st century
will be a “new century of ocean development”.Vast in sea area and rich in ma-
rine resources, China has a long history of ocean development and use. Since
the founding of New China, especially in more than a decade after China prac-
ticed the policy of reform and opening to the outside world, marine develop-
ment has been forging rapidly ahead and the marine economy has reached a
new level. The total output value of the major marine industries throughout
China surpassed 75 billion Yuan in 1992. According to the forecast of the re-
cently completed “National Marine Development Plan”, by the end of the cen-
tury, marine economy in China will have developed at a higher speed and the
marine outpﬁt value will have doubled that of 1990, reaching the level of the
developed countries in the early 1990s. However, in comparison with the world
advanced countries in marine development, the general level of China’s marine
development is yet low, which does not suit the needs of development of
China’s national economy and the society. Therefore, to energetically develop
and utilize marine resources and develop marine economy is an objective re-
quirement of the development of China’s socialist market economy.

 Marine statistics is an integral part of the statistics of national economic
and social development. Overall marine integrated and statistical information
provides basic data for understanding and grasping the developing status of the

nation’s marine cause and for monitoring the operations of marine social and




economic activities, and important basis for formulating the development plans
of national marine undertakings and for macro decision making.

Marine statistics is an integrated systematic engineering across various sec-
tors, trades and regions, which involves a dozen departments and coastal areas
concerned. The China Marine Statistical Yearbook investigates the marine ac-
tivities from the angle of the whole society in light of the characteristics of
ocean—related areas and with the quantitative aspects of marine economy and
social activities as main targets. The statistics covers not only the ocean—related
material production sectors, but also the ocean—related non—material produc-
tion ones. It authentically records the historical process of development of
China’s marine undertakings since the founding of our People’s Republic, es-
pecially over a decade and more of China’s reform and opening to the outside
world, from which one may observe the great achievements in marine
social—economic fields as a result of reform and opening to the outside world.
And it also reflects the fact that China’s marine cause is in the crucial stage of
facing the economic construction, the world and the 21st century.

The China Marine Statistical Yearbook, under the guidance of the State
Statictics Bureau, is jointly sponsored by the State Oceanic Administration, the
State Statistics Bureau and the State Planning Commission and compiled by a
dozen related departments and trades. It is a crystallization of collective wisdom
and the result of unity and collaboration. I hereby extend my warm congratula-
tions to the emergence of the China Marine Statistical Yearbook and my heart-
felt thanks to all the departments, units and personnel participating in the work.
It is my hope that they will continue to display the spirit of unity and collabora-
tion, constantly improve the editing and publication of the yearbook and per-

fect the marine statistics, and do a better job of marine statistics and analysis, .




thus enabling it to provide better service for the State in marine decision
making, management and coordination, and supervision, and make a greater

contribution to China’s ocean exploitation and marine economic development.

Director—General of the State Oceanic Administration

Yan Hongmo
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