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The City Mouse and the
Country Mouse

Once there were two mice. They were friends.
One mouse lived in the country; the other mouse
lived in the city. After many years the Country mouse
saw the City mouse; he said, “Do come and see me at
my house in the country.” So the City mouse went.
The City mouse said, “ This food is not good, and
your house is not good. Why do you live in a hole in
the field? You should come and live in the city. You
would live in a nice house made of stone. You would
have nice food to eat. You must come and see me at
my house in the city.”

The Country mouse went to the house of the
City mouse. It was a very good house. Nice food was
set ready for them to eat. But just as they began to
eat they heard a great noise. The City mouse cried,
“Run! Run! The cat is coming!” They ran away
quickly and hid.

After some time they came out. When they came
out, the Country mouse said, “I do not like living in
the city. I like living in my hole in the field. For it is
nicer to be poor and happy, than to be rich and
afraid.”



Little Red Coat

There was a little girl. She lived with her mother
in a hut near the forest.

One day the mother got some red cloth; she took
her needle and she made a red coat for the little girl.

She put the coat on the little girl, and said, “I
shall call you Little Red Coat.” So the little girl was
called “Littie Red Coat” by her mother.

One day Little Red Coat said, “I want to show
my red coat to Grandmother.”

Grandmother lived in a hut. The way to the hut
was through the forest.

The girl’s mother said, “ You shall show
Grandmother your red coat, and you shall take some
eggs to her. You shall put on your little red coat and
go through the forest to her house.”

Then the girl’s mother put some eggs in a cloth,
and gave them to the little girl, and said, “Take these
eggs to Grandmother. You will go through the forest.
Grandmother’s house is far from here. Do not wait
~ on your way through the forest. If you wait, the night
will come. At night there is a wolf in the forest; he
eats little girls and boys.” ;

Little Red Coat said, “I will not wait on my way
through the forest.”

Then Little Red Coat went out. She went on her
way through the forest. As she went, she saw many
flowers by the way. She said, “I will take some flow-
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ers to Grandmother.” Then she went this way and
that way getting flowers for her Grandmother. She
waited getting the flowers. Night was coming and she
was far from her Grandmother’s house. When she
saw that night was coming, she ran.

As she ran she saw a wolf, with big red eyes,
standing near a tree.

The wolf said, “ Why do you run, Little Red

+ Coat?”

“Night is coming,” said Little Red Coat, “that is
why I run.” \

The wolf said, “ Where are you running, Little
Red Coat?”

She said, “I am running to Grandmother.”

“What are you taking to your Grandmother?”
said the wolf.

“l am taking some eggs,” said Little Red Coat.

“I will show you the way,” said the wolf.

. “No, no, no!” said Little Red Coat. “Do not

show me the way; I know the way.” ’

Then the wolf ran away through the trees.

The wolf came to Grandmother’s house, and
said, “Are you in, Grandmother?”

“Who is that?” said Grandmother.

“I am Little Red Coat,” said the wolf, “and I
have got some eggs for you.”

“Come in, Little Red Coat,” said Grandmother.

Then the wolf went in, and ate up poor
Grandmother. Then he took Grandmother’s clothes,
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and put them on, and he got into Grandmother’s
bed.

Little Red Coat came to the hut. She said, “Are
you in, Grandmother?” :

The wolf said, “Who is that?”

She said, “It is Little Red Coat. I have got some
eggs and some flowers for you.”

“Come in, Little Red Coat,” said the wolf.

Little Red Coat went in.

The wolf said, “Come near and show me what is
in that cloth.”

“Eggs, Grandmother,” said Little Red Coat.

The wolf said, “What is that in your hand?”

“Flowers,” said Little Red Coat.

“Come near, and show me your flowers, Little
Red Coat,” said the wolf.

Then Little Red Coat went near to the bed and
sat down.

Then she said, “ What big ears you have got,
Grandmother.”

“1 have got big ears to hear you with,” said the
wolf.

“What big eyes you have got, Grand— mother,”
said Little Red Coat.

“I have got big eyes to see you with,” said the
wolf. ,

“ What a big mouth you have got, Grand—
mother,” said Little Red Coat.

“I have got a big mouth to eat you with!” said
the wolf. And he jumped out of the bed and ran to



catch Little Red Coat. She ran to the door, and out
into the forest. The wolf ran. Little Red Coat ran.

Then she heard a shot. There was a man waiting
near a tree. He had shot the wolf. The wolf was dead.
Little Red Coat saw that the man was her father. Her
father heard that the wolf was in the forest, and he
came to help Little Red Coat.

The Cat and the Bell

There were many mice in a house. The man of
the house got a cat. The cat killed many of the mice.

Then the oldest mouse said, “ All mice must
come to my hole tonight, and we wm think what we
can do about this cat.” o

All the mice came. Many mice spoke, but none
knew what to do. At last a young mouse stood up
and said, “We must put a bell on the cat. Then, when
the cat comes near, we shall hear the bell and run
away and hide. So the cat will not catch any more
mice.”

" Then the old mouse asked, “Who will put the

bell on the cat?” =

No mouse answered.

He waited; but still no one answered.

At last he said, “It is not hard to say things; but
it is harder to do them.”



Blue Beard

Once there was a very rich man. He lived in a
beautiful house, and had a beautiful garden. The rich
man had a blue beard: so he was called “Blue Beard.”

Near the rich man’s house there lived a poor
woman. She had three sons, and two beautiful girls.
The name of one of the girls was Ann; the name of
the other was Fatima. Blue Beard wanted to marry
one of the girls; but the girls did not want to marry
Blue Beard.

Ann and Fatima did not want to marry the rich
man because his beard was blue. Blue Beard had
married many wives, but his wives had gone away.
No one knew where his other wives had gone. The
girls did not want to marry Blue Beard and become
his wife, because no one knew where his other wives
had gone. So their mother said to Blue Beard, “My
girls do not want to marry you.”

Then Blue Beard said, “Come and live in my
house for some days.” So they went and lived in Blue
Beard’s house. It was a very beautiful house, and
Blue Beard was good to them in many ways.

Fatima said, “His beard is blue, but he is not a
bad man. He is very good in some ways. So 1 will
 marry him.”

So Fatima married Blue Beard, and went to live
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in the beautiful house.

Some days went by. Then Blue Beard said, “I
shall go on a journey.” Then he gave Fatima the keys
of all the rooms in the house. He said, “This is the
key of that little room; do not open the door of it. ««
Say that you will not open the door of the little
room!”

F atlma said, “I will not open the door of that lit-
tle room.”

Then Blue Beard went away.

When Blue Beard was away, all Fatima’s friends
came to see her. She showed them the rooms, and
what a beautiful house it was; but she did not open
the door of the little room.

The friends went away. Then Fatima said, “Shall
1 open the door of that little room now? Why did he
say, ‘Do not open it’? I want to see what is in the lit-
tle room.”
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Fatima took the key; she went to the door of the
little room, and opened it. In the room she saw all
Blue Beard’s other wives. They were dead! -

" The key fell from her hand. When she took it up
there was a red mark on it.

She shut the door. Then she took the key to her
room. She said, “Blue Beard will see the mark on the
key; he will know that I have opened the door of the
little room, and he will kill me, as he killed all the
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