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By Imperial Order:We come after the ¢
radition of theihundred sages and seek wisdom
in the Six Classics. While desiring to promote
the culture of ideas,our thoughts turn back
to the great one of the past.Although it is no
longer possible to see him in person,we have
the works of this great man before us.We
desire to confer upon him the honor of an

Emperor's teacher and exalt him to leadership

among the scholars.
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Imperial Decree of Emperor Hsiaotsung
Conferring posthumously the title of Grand
Imperial Tutor Upon Su Tungpo

By Imperial Order: We come after the tradition of the
hundred sages and seek wisdom in the Six Classics. While
desiring to promote the culture of ideas, our thoughts turn
back to the great one of the past. Although it is no longer
possible to see him in person, we have the works of this
great man before us. We desire to confer upon him the
honor of an Emperor’s teacher and exalt him to leadership
among the scholars.

The deceased, Su Shih, formerly Minister of E-
ducation, Scholar of the Tuanming Palace, subse-
quently made Scholar of the Tsecheng Palace and
posthumously titled Literary Patriotic Duke, cultivated
the noble and upright spirit born in man and ele-
vated to a higher level of understanding the tradition

of the past. His scholarship was all - embracing, like
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the sea and the earth, and his words of advice were
like the striking of jade and bells. In literary elo-
quence he can be compared to Mencius, and in po-
litical criticism he was not second to Lu Chih. At
the nation’ s height of literary prosperity during Chiayu
[reign of Jentsunglhe was exalted to fame; during the
confusing changes of Shining [reign of Shentsung] he
submitted the principles for a lasting national prospe-
rity. We sigh at the appearance of such a rare genius
and are shocked at his suffering from his detrac-
tors. He was banished across the seas and mountains,
but he remained the same man as if he were holding
power at the court; he studied the past and the pre-
sent and his mind comprehended the laws of the uni-
verse. What could not be taken away from him was
his sturdy integrity, and what no man could confer
upon him was his popular fame. In his lifetime he had
no consideration for his own good, and postenty gave
him his fair due after his death. So today everyone

continues to speak of the scholar of Yuanyu, and every
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home possesses a copy of the works of Meishan. Three
times over we have read his bequeathed works, and for a
long time we have admired his high principles. We regret
not being born at the same time with him in order to make
full use of his talents as a counselor of kings, but from
generation to generation, the supeﬁor man s teachings ever
grow from obscurity to popular acceptance.

We wish that your spirit could rise from the under-
ground springs, so that the world might pay homage to your
fame, and we pray that your talented soul will accept our
Imperial favor. Su Shih is hereby specially given the title of
Grand Imperial Tutor. His other tities may be kept as be-

fore.
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Memorial to His Majesty Emperor

Shentsung ( excerpt)

It is said in the Book of History, “In ruling over
the people, I feel as if I were holding six horses with
worn-out reins. ~This means that no one in the nation is
in a more precarious position than the emperor him-
self. When the emperor and the people come together,
they are ruler and subjects; when they detest each oth-
er, they become foes. But the line of division, determin-
ing whether the people go with the ruler or against him,
is extremely tenuous. He who is able to command the
support of the millions becomes a king, while he who
alienates their support becomes a solitary private indi-
vidual. The basis of the ruler’s power lies, therefore,
entirely in the support of the people in their hearts. The
relation of the people’ s support to the ruler may be

likened to that of the roots to a tree, oil to the lamp,
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