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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION
READING FUNDAMENTALS

Most people have false ideas about what good reading is.
To see whether or not you have any incorrect ideas, mark the
following statements true or false.

1. To get the full meaning, the reader must read ma-
terial word by word.

2. Good reading requires you to use a dictionary to
look up all unfamiliar words.

3. A good reader always reads at the same steady
pace.

4. The best way to read a textbook chapter is to start

at the first page and read straight through to the
end.

__ 5. A good reader can remember all the facts in a text-
book chapter after one reading.

All the statements are false.



1. Good readers read phrases, not words. For example, read
each word in the sentence: The | average | college [ student |
reads | ten | books | in [ one | semester. Now read it by
phrases. The average college student | reads ten boks | in ane

seperer .

2. Good readers figure out most new words from the cont-

ext the parts of the sentence or paragraph that surround the
word. The context usually determines the word’ s meaning.
You should use a dictionary only when you have to, because

looking up words while reading interrupts concentration.

3. Good readers change their reading speed according to how
difficult the material is and according to their purpose in read-
ing. For example, if you have to remember the facts in a text-
book chapter for a test, you should read slowly. If you arc
reading a newspaper for general information, you should read
faster.

4. Reading a textbook chapter {rom beginning to end is a mis-
take. Special methods for reading material that must be re-
membered for a test are presented later in this book.

5. Do not expect to read a textbook chapter and remember all
the facts. Special methods for study reading are presented later
in this book. Before moving to the full-length reading, it would
be helpful to review word comprehension and paragraph com-

prehension.



WORD COMPREHENSION

A good vocabulary is essential for understanding what you
read. If you have to keep interrupting your reading to look up
word in the dictionary, your concentration will be broken and
your speed will be slowed.

You can improve your vocabulary in four ways: (1) You
can become skilled at using context clues, (2) you can become
skilled at using the dictionary, (3) you can become skilled at
using word parts, and (4) you can become skilled at using

“word memory” practicing some methods to help you re-

member new words.

Context Clues

You learned most of the words you know by hearing or
seeing them in a particular context. When you find a new word
in your reading, take a moment to see whether you can figure
out its meaning from the sentence or the paragraph that it’s in.

In the following five sentences, you can figure out the
meanings of the difficult words by using four types of context
clues: definition clues, contrast clues, example clues, and ex-
perience clues. Circle the letter of the definition that comes
closest to the meaning of the underlined word.

1.  Sometimes an artist becomes famous posthumously, or af-
ter his or her death.
A.  early in life



B. after he or she dies
C. when his ¢:. her work is good enough

D. after he or she has written many books

The answer is 3. The context clue used in this sentence is
a definition clue. The phrase after his or her death defines the

word posthumously .

2. Experienced stock — market investors rarely make the mis-

take of taking tips from friends and relatives the way naive

mvestors do.
A. inexperienced B. wealthy
C. informed D. wise

The answer is A. The context clue used in this case is a
oontrast clue. Naive investors are contrasted with experienced
investors.

3. “Pretty as a picture,” “poor as a churchmouse,” and “sly
as a fox” are examples of cliches.
A. overused expressions B. new ideas
C. insults D. flattery

The answer is A. The context clue used is an example
clue. The sentence gives examples of cliches.

4. Having your own desk, good lighting, and a quiet room
facilitates studying.
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A. prevents 13. causes difficulty in

C. discourages . aids

The answer is ID). The context clue is an experience clue.

Anyone who has ever had the experience of studying knows

that good conditions help.

Here is a context exercise that uses sentences that appear

later in this book. Circle the letter that comes closest to the

meaning of the underlined word.

3.

“The fiat surfaces, or facets, that resulted made the dia-
monds sparkle more than other gems.”

A. holes 3. problems

C. angles D. flat surfaces

“Homonyms can be difficult they’ re, there, and
their are the triple threat that trip up everyone once in a
while.

A. words that sound the same but have different mean-

ings.
B. words that ook the same but have different meanings

C. words that have opposite meanings
D. words that have similar meanings
“A testimonial is a tribute ...."

A. story B. book

C. tribute D. bribe



4. “Therefore, if someone who is widely respected endorses a
candidate or a program, you are more likely to vote for the
candidate of program.

A. vigorously opposes B. carefully ignores
C. decides to become D. publicly favors

5. “The best speakers are those who make their speeches

. . ”
sound spontaneous even if memorized.

A. bad B. memorized
C. written D. natural
Dictionary

3

Sometimes the context does not provide a clue to meaning,
or sometimes you cannot understand the ideas being presented
without finding out what a word means. In such cases, you
will have to use a dictionary. Most people know how to look
words up, but very few know how to make the most out of the
information that a good dictionary provides.

A dictionary entry has five major parts; 1. the main en-
try; 2. the pronunciation; 3. the part or parts of speech; 4.
the etymology (word history); 5. the definitions.

When you look up a word in the dictionary, the first thing
you see is the main entry. The main entry word is divided into
syllables, and the syllables are separated by dots.

The pronunciation appears in parentheses after the main
entry. You can figure out how to pronounce words by using the
brief pronunciation guide, which is usually located at the bot-
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tom of every other page (see Webster ' s New Collegiate Dictio-
nary or The Random House College Dictionary). Some dictio-
naries (eg. Ozxford Advanced Learner’ s Dictionary of Cur-
rent English ) do not have a pronunciation guide, but a key to
phonetic symbols, or a full explanation of pronunciation can
usually be found at the beginning of a dictionary.

It is sometimes necessary to use the pronunciation guide or
the key to phonetic symbols because you can’t always tell how
to pronounce a word from its spelling. There are twenty-six le-
tters in English representing about forty-four sounds, depend-
ing on one’ s dialect. For example, the letter a is pronounced
differently in the words cat, father, admit, all, and late.

When you look up a word in the dictionary, you should al-
ways take the time to figure out its pronunciation. If you can
pronounce a word to yourself, you are more likely to remember
it.

For practice in using the dictionary pronunciation guide or
the key to phonetic symbols, find an English — English dictio-
nary and figure out how to pronounce the difficult words in
your reading materials.

The part of speech appears after the pronunciation in a
dictionary entry. Here are a few of the abbreviations you will
see in dictionary entries.

n. = noun: a word that names a person, a place, or a thing
v. = verb; a word that shows an action or a state of being
adj. = adjective: a word that modifies a noun

adv. = adverb:; a word that modifies a verb, an adjective, or

another adverb



If you know parts of speech, you can use words correctly
in a sentence. For practice, circle the letter before the correct
part of speech of the italicized words in the following sentences.

Use the dictionary if you need help.

1. The produce section is part of every supermarket.

A. adj. B. wv.

2. UFO stands for unidentified flying object .
A. n. B. wv.

3. Extreme cold causes metals to contract .
A. n. B. wv.

The etymology, or origin of the word, appears in brackets
after the part of speech.

In the Websters New World Dictionary, the etymology
for concur says that the word comes from the Latin word con-
currere, to run together. The symbol < (meaning ” comes
from”) and the letter L. (the abbreviation for Latin) are de-
fined in the front of the dictionary along with other symbols
and abbreviations. Concurrere is further broken down into the
word parts it comes from; com = together + currere = to
run.

Taking the time to read the etymology is important in vo-
cabulary building. For example, if you know that cur means to
run, you will have an important clue to an entire word family,
including;

Word Meaning
8



cursive handwriting (letter running)

concurrent at the same time (running together)

recur to happen again (rerun)

cursory quick or brief (on the run)

occur to come to mind (run up to)

precursor forerunner

current flowing (running)

currently something that passes from hand to hand, as

money (running around)

incur to bring upon oneself (run into)

Word parts are so important in vocabulary development that we

have devoted a separate section to discussing them later.

Definitions form the next part of a dictionary entry. Many
words have more than one definition. You must choose the one
that best fits the context in which the word is used. For exam-
ple, in the sentence ”"Thunder and lightning do not concur in
time, because light travels faster than sound,” definition 1 is
the one that is meant. The following dictionary entry shows
that the word concur has three definitions.

concur vi. 1. to occur at the same time; happen together;
coincide 2. to combine in having an effect; act together 3. to
agree; be in accord

The following words have more than one meaning. There
are two sentences for each word. Read each sentence and iden-
9



tify the dictionary meaning that best describes how the under-
lined word is used. Write the number of the definition in the
space provided. Be sure to choose the definition that matches

the part of speech written under the blank.

A.  fast adj. 1. firm; firmly fastened 2. loyal; devoted 3.
nonfading (fast colors) 4. swift; quick 5. ahead of time (a fast
watch) 6. wild, promiscuous, or dissipated 7. (Collog. ) glib
adv. 1. firmly; fixedly 2. thoroughly (fast asleep) 3. rapidly

adj. 1. Mary’s older brother ran with the fast crowd
in school.

adj. 2. Sam and Joe have been fast friends since child-
hood.

B.  muzzlen. 1. the nose and jawss of a dog, forse, etc. 2. a
device put over the mouth of an animal to prevent its biting or
eaing 3. the front end of the barrel of a firearm  vt. 1. to put
a muzzle on (an animal) 2. to prevent from talking

1. Dictators try to muzzle the opposition.
2. My dog likes to have his muzzle rubbed.

Whenever you read a definition in the dictionary, you
should do two things to make sure you really understand it.
First, put the definition into your own words. Second, make
up a sentence using the word. Define the word concur and use
it in a sentence. '

10



Definition —

Sentence . -

Word Parts

You have seen how the dictionary etymology of the word
concur helped you with the meaning. It also helped you discov-
er the meaning of a whole group of words based on cur. An-
other way to understand thousands of new words is to gain a
knowledge of basic word parts.

There are three types of word parts: prefixes, roots, and

suffixes.
Prefixes are syllables added to the beginnings of words to
change their meanings. For example, the word insincere means
not sincere, because one meaning of in is nor. A reot forms
the base of a word. Cur, meaning to run, is a root that is
used with different prefixes to form many words. Suffixes are
syllables that are added to the ends of words to change their
meanings or their parts of speech. An example of a suffix that
change a word’ s part of speech is the suffix ness. Adding the
suffix ness to the adjective great changes it to the noun great-
ness.

For practice, write the correct word part from the follow-
ing list in each blank. Make sure that the words match their
definitions. Use the underlined words as clues.

Prefixes Roots Suffixes
com = together pose = put er = someone who
11



