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ABSTRACT

William Empson was a famous English poet and liter-
ary critic. This dissertation tries to discuss his early poet-
ry, and it is divided into five parts as below:

The first chapter introduces Empson’s poem and his
critical theory. His career has popularly been reckoned to
fall into roughly two halves, the first ending with the
Structure of Complex Words, mainly on “textual criti-
cism” , the second appearing to foresake semantic interests
in favor of “culture criticism” combing with “textual criti-
cism” .

The second chapter discusses Seven Types of Ambi-
guity which focusing on “semantic analysis criticism” , and
its historical evaluation.

The third chapter demonstrates on the Structure of
Complexr Words, introducing the methods of how to
choose and analysis “key words”. He perfected the theory
of “semantic analysis criticism”, which was advanced by
Richards; and he created two new critical methods, one
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was “double-plot” analysis criticism, the other was “verbal
analysis criticism” , these three as a whole, was very useful _
in textual criticism. His initiation and demonstration was
inspiring .

The fourth chapter is on how Empson influenced the
American New Criticism theoretically and practically.
Empson was an important person to “New Criticism”,
guiding the critics to find T.S. Eliot and Richards.

The fifth chapter describes Empson’ s experiences in
China, where he made age long influences on chinese poets
with his poems and poetry.

Empson was perhaps the best known and least under-
‘stood of modern critics, and he was one of the most tren-
chant critics, when we assimilate the essence of western

literary theories, we could not forget him.
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Semantic analysis criticism Double-plot analysis
criticism Verbal analysis criticism  New Criticismp

Chinese modern poem
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