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The Magic Slippers

The king and queen in this story lived a long time
ago. They loved each other very much and were very
happy. They were still happier when a little son was
born,

They thought that they would like a daughter next;
but the second child was also a boy.

The queen said, “Now there are two brothers waiting
for our daughter.”

But the third child was also a boy, and this time
they were a little sad. But they were sure that the
fourth child would be a girl,

But no, another son was born.

And another.

And another.

And five more,

When their twelfth son was born, the king and queen
were really very sad., Their sons were big and strong
and good, and they loved them all., But they did want
a little daughter so much,

At last, when their thirteenth child was born, it
was a girl,
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The fairies

Words' cannot tell how happy they were,

The queen called her twelve sons and showed them
their beautiful little sister,

The king gave a great feast’ for everyone, rich and
poor. The palace cooks worked night and day® to get
the food ready.

During the feast, the little princess was carried in
for all the people to see, -

Then the great door of the palace opened, and three
fairies came in. No ene spoke. They all knew that the
fairies had come to give presents to the king's little
daughter,

The first fairy said,

4] give her health, in all her life she will never
have any illness.”

The second fairy said,

«] give her beauty, in all her life she will be beau-
tiful.”

The third fairy said,

«] give her goodness,;* in all her life she will do
nothing bad.”

Then there was a great light and they were gone,

Everyone began to talk, but soon the door opened
again, and a little old woman dressed in black came
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in,

She ran across the floor, crying, ¢“Waity Waitl
Waity We haven’t finished yety”

So everyone was quiet again.

The little old woman took out of her pocket! two
very small silver slippers. She put them on the little
girl’s feet,

Then she said, “These are magic slippers, With these
she will walk into people’s hearts, Haj; Ha] Ha)
Hay”

Then she was gone, but for quite a long time they
could hear her laughing, “Ha; Ha; Hal?”

The wise men

All the people said, “Walk into people’s hearts?
What does that mean?” .

The king asked one of his wise men; “Can you
walk into people’s hearts?”

The wise man looked down at his big feet and said,
4No, I can’t.”

So the king said, “What does it mean, then?”

And the wise man answered, “I don’t know.”

Then he asked another wise man, “What does it
mean?”

And the other wise man answered, “i don’t know,”

And the second wise man asked a third wise man,
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but even he didn’t know.

So the king told them to go away and think about it,
“Tell me the answer before night,” he said.

The wise old mne were not very pleased when they
had to leave the feast, because they hadn’t finished
eating. But they had to go.

They went into a room where there were a lot
of books; they thought that perhaps they mightﬁg,ind the
answer in one of the books. But they soon tegan to
quarrel about it, and their beards went up and down
and left and right; and two of them came too close to
each other and their beards got mixed up. It took the
others quite a long time to get them free. They had
just finished when they heard a voice laughing,

“Ha; Haj Ha}”

And there was the little old woman,

The answer

So the wise men asked the old woman what ‘walk into
people’s hearts’ meant, and she said;

“Walk into people’s hearts means that she will make-
everyone love her.”

“Everyone?”

“Everyone} Men, women, boys, girls, dogs, cats,
and elephants}”

Then she went, but she did not stop laughing, “Ha}
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Ha; Hay”

After the last “Ha}” they looked at each other., The
oldest one spoke,

“Now we can go and tell the king,” he said.

Another wise old man said, “Shall we say that the
old woman told us?”

Then all of them said, “Ahem}”

The oldest one spoke again.

“No,” he said, “we mustn’t say that a woman knows

more than we do. If we say that, no one will believe
we are wise,”

Everyone will love her

So they went to the king and said, “O great king,
we have looked in all the books, and we have thought
about it very carefully; and the meaning is this,; the
princess! will make everyone love her.”

The king said, “Everyone?”

“Everyone| Men, women, boys, girls, dogs, cats,
and elephants}”

The king was pleased and said the old men could go
on eating. The food was cold, so the cook brought
some more,

Then the little princess was taken away to her moth-
er, and the feast went on. '
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