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Preface

This “Chinese-English Dictionary” has the special feature that the en-
tries are defined in. both Chinese and English. It has been compiled for adult
learners of Chinese whose first language is English or who know English.

There are more than 30,000 entries, including-new words and phrases.
Many Chinese words and expressions pertaining to everyday life; as well as
technical terms, do have accurate counterparts in English, and these entries
are translated into English without Chinese definitions. But there are other
Chinese wards, especially function words, which have no English equiva-
lents, and these are defined in Chinese with English translation.” =

This dictionary does not limit its function to defiping words; it also il-
lustrates and explains the usages of words and expressions which present dif-
ficulty for non-Chinese speakers.

In order to help the users get an idea of the prevalent standard speech of
present-day China,example sentences and collocations are included under
many entries. All the examples are translatéd into English and .supplied with
transliterations in pinyin, the Chinese phonetic alphabet.

In addition, there are many very common disyllabic phrases which are
difficult to distinguish from disyllabic words. A considerable number of the
entries are such verb-object or verb-complement phrases.and these are care-
fully distinguished in the transliteration.

Parts of speech are marked for every word entry. However, as it is a
very controversial question with many Chinese words, we hope that users
will point out and correct any mistakes made in this regard.

The dictionary has two indexes, using, respectively, stroke and radical
systems. And there are 10 appendices which the compilers are sure will pro-

vide much useful information.
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Guide to the Use of the Dictionary

1. The entries in this dictionary consist of monosyllabic entries and polysyllabic
ones. The former are printed in big type, while the latter, in small type, are arranged
respectively under the monosyllabic entries.

2. The monosyllabic entries are arranged in the alphabetical order of their translit-
eration in the Scheme for Chinese Phonetic Alphabet. Words with the same sound but
different tones are arranged in the order of tones. Those of the same sound and same
tone., are arranged in the order of the number of character strokes.

3. Among the monosyllabic entries, two or more sounds sharing the same character
are cross referenced, e.g. Pl lu see also lin, B lit see also lu; 3/ kan see also kan, &
kan see also kan. '

4. The polysyllabic entries are arranged under the monosyllabic entries according to
the first character. If there are more than one entry, they are arranged alphabetically
according to the second character. If the sounds of the second characters are the same,
then according to the third character, etc, e.g. 7 chdn: f=H#ii chindi, =& chdnhang.
B chan: B AHHK chin chi xidang y1. B & chanchiyin.

5. All the entries which are words in modern Chinese have their parts of speech
marked by (&) (48) GB) @) . etc. If a word belongs to two or more parts of speech, it
is marked so under a single entry, e.g. ¥ & @ .. B) ... I a word has more than one
meaning, these are marked by the numbers (1) (2) (3) .... There may be sub-items under
these numbers represented by ©® @ @ ...

6. Those characters which cannot be used independently and have no independent
meanings are not marked with any parts of speech and not defined. They only appear as
head-characters, e.g. W pian. o

7. Those bound words among the head-characters, which have independent mean-
ings but cannot be used independently, are marked with parts of speech and defined, but
the mark < is added to the entry, e.g. #f lidn (£) < curtain.

8. Those entries marked with parts of speech have their transliterations in connect-
ed form. Those, which are not words but phrases, have their transliterations in sepa-
rate form. e.g. #.7 si ying. For a verb-object structure, = is inserted in its transliter-

ation. e.g. HEH shui=jiao. For a verb-complement structure, // is used, e.g. T dd



// kai.

9, — yiand A bi are marked with their original tone marks in the entries, but are
marked with the tones with which they are actually pronounced in examples, e.g. —#f
7 yi bei jia, ANEXHE ba shi zheyang. (

10. Those words, which, when written or Aprinted, must take JL, have JL, in the en-
tries. Those, which only take a retroflex ). when pronounced, but not when written or
printed, are marked with (~ JL)in the entry, e.g. /MiI xidotou (£) (~)L).

11. If the head-character is a simplified character. - the original formi.is jgiven, -e. g.
£ (f#) weéi. '

12. Words or phrases used in colloquial speech orliterary speech are fnarked re-
spectively with (1) or (). Some technical terms are marked, e.g. (B ¢medicine),
(> (philosophy). Intransitive verbs are marked with (B « R ). Adjectives which’
cannot function as attributives are marked with (ﬂ‘i |3 ) and those whlch cannot
function as predicates are marked with (% « 3Eif).

13. The entry words in examples are represented by ~. B
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Radical Index

FIFATES 174 4 BREEYHEN.AEEHEAE -G | (B J G -
(8) TG RRER T HES .

HEN, EREANTFUREE(HRETEREER T . REE(EFR). (BFR)
K, B — 3 R W E LS E B HED .

SHFREN T BENDER (D BERTRENFSRELBEN, 0.“E2
WAERRE 7ML B A, “Ih A B TR AL L () B REE B E, — R
HEGIHERNE—EOHEREA— ) » 1EHEZIL L LS AT REREA.
FAREZEFEERIIMT(EFRE.

This dictionary uses 174 radicals, arranged according to number of strokes. Radi-
cals with the same number of strokes are placed in order of first strokes as follows: — |
J >

To look up a character, the user should first find the page number in the *Table of
Radicals” according to the radical of the character and then find the character under the
page number in the "Radical Index”. Characters with the same radicals are arranged in
order of the number of strokes, excluding the strokes in the radical.

To help find characters the radical of which the user may not be sure, they are
placed under more than one radical, e.g. & is under both + and 4>, under both T
and 77, etc. Some characters Whiéh don’t seem to have any radical are placed under the
five single stroke radicals: — | J ~ “7(ncluding Z 7L | L etc.) according to their
first strokes when written and there is a"Stroke Index for Characters of Dubious Radicals'
at the end of the ”Radical Index”.
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. The Chinese characters in this index are arranged in order of the number of strokes,

characters with fewer strokes preceding those with more strokes. Characters with the

same number of strokes are arranged in order of the first stroke as follows; —, |, /.
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Apart from “— | / »
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1 L ?,all other strokes are dealt with as follows;

equivalent to (—)
equivalent to ( | )
equivalent to (/)
equivalent to (> )
equivalent to (1)

equivalent to (L )
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