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LESSON XVII
Li Shih-chen

Li Shih-chen was born in 1518 in Chichun, Hupei Province. His
father was a doctor, and like most doctors of the time, he was very
poor. He hoped that his son would study for the examinations and
become an official. From childhood the boy loved nature and pre-
ferred to read books about nature. But because his father wished it,
he began at the age of fourteen to prepare for the examinations.
The official examination system was one of the means by which the
ruling class got the intellectuals to support their reactionary gov-
ernment. The examinations were run on extremely irrational prin-
ciples. Young Li failed three times. After his third failure he
-decided to go in for medicine.

He soon found that the old books on medical substances were full
-of errors. They were government publications and they took no ac-
count of popular prescriptions, even when these had been tested by
long experience. Li made up his mind to write a new book. After
reading all the available books on the subject, he took up field work.
He studied not only the plants in his own garden, but also those which
grew wild. He studied animal anatomy and once opened up an
anteater to find out if it really ate ants. He was no blind follower of
tradition, and even political pressure did not prevent him from
-opposing false theories.

From early childhood Li had seen that his father gave free
treatment to the poor, and when he started on his own he carried on
his father’s humanitarian work. During an epidemic which came
after a great flood, he worked hard as a volunteer to help the sick and
the dying. Li not only loved the working people; he respected their
knowledge and experience. He once saw a group of eart-drivers
-cooking some pink flowers which he recognized to be morning-glories.
“Why do you eat these flowers?” he asked. “We travel all the year
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round in all sorts of weather,” they replied. “Nearly every one of us
suffers from some trouble in the muscles or joints. This flower is a
cure. It is a recipe handed down from the very old days.” Li im-
mediately wrote this down. He collected similar recipes from his
patients and appreciated these more than their payments. Thus he
combined theory with practice.

In 1578, when he was sixty, he finally completed his great work,
the “Pen Tsao Kang Mu” in 52 volumes, with about two million words-
and over a thousand illustrations. He had rewritten it three times.
It describes 1,871 plant, animal and mineral substances, and lists no
less than 8,160 prescriptions. Many of the substances had been men-
tioned by previous authors, but Li had for the first time made a
critical examination of all of them. He had cleared up confusion
arising from different medicines having the same name and from
various names being given to the same substance.

Li’'s great book has been famous for hundreds of years. It
reached Japan in 1606 — ten years after its publication — and has
been twice translated into Japanese, the second time as late as 1929
There have been ten or more translations into English.

Medical workers in China are beginning to make a systematic
study of the medical science of their motherland. An exhibition to-
commemorate Li Shih-chen was held in Shanghai in 1954. To meet
the increasing demands of medical circles, the People’s Public Health
Publishing House is preparing a facsimile of the first edition. In his
own time, Li earnestly desired the printing to be sponsored by the
government so that his book could bring blessings to the masses. It
is only now, when the people have become masters in their own coun-
try, that the fondest wish of Li Shih-chen, one of China’s greatest
scientists, has at last come true.

Word Combinations and Phraseological Units

to get one to (do) fEEA (fE)
to go in for M=
to take no account of E &

to take up FhFVE (TES)

L
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10.
11,

10.
11.

on his own iz, () HB
to carry on &k

all the year round —&FF]k
to suffer from B (&)

to hand down f# (#&/51H)
to clear up R

to meet demands FEER

Notes and Commentary

Li Shih-chen — Z=f} ¥ (1518-1593)

Chichun, Hupei — 8%, #t

because his father wished it — “It” here stands for the whole following
clause. See Grammar, Lesson XV.

irrational — The word is composed of ir-ration-al. “Ir-” is a Latin prefix
meaning “not”, placed before words beginning with “r”, e.g. irregular,
Words beginning with “p’ take “im-”, e.g. impolite; with ‘17, take “il-”,
e.g. illegal. Other words take “in-”, e.g. incorrect. “-al” is a common
suffix of Latin origin which can be added to a vast number of nouns of
Latin origin to form adjectives, e.g. educational.

to go in for — to take . . . . as one’s occupation (or pastime)

E.g. to go in for literature, stamp-collecting

which grew wild — FFLEfY

took up — The phrase has different meanings in different contexis. Here
it means “occupied himself with”.

He was no blind follower of tradition — HizEANE B Hu2i B

Here “no” is used instead of “not a” to show that a person or thing does
not deserve the name.

“Pen Tsao Kang Mu” — AF i H

as late as 1929 — as recent as 1929 iF7E 1929 4E3% .....

facsimile —fZHIA

Phonetics

The Intonation of Sentences Containing More Than One Group — Tune II fol-
lowed by Tune 1.

1.

When a subordinate clause or adverbial modifier comes first in a sentence,

its meaning is incomplete. In such sentences we usually have Tune II
followed by Tune I.

!After Ireading lall the alvailable !books on the Isubject,
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ta:fte Iri:diy 10:1%i a'veilobl 'buks on $o !sabdiikt,

he ltook up !field work.

. \ o

hi- 1tuk ap !fi:ld wa:k.

In his lown !time ILi learnestly delsired the 'printing to

¢ ® / : * o

in iz loun 'taim !li: la:nistli di'zaiad %35 'printiy to

be {sponsored by the |government.

oy ' .\a'.‘

bi 4sponsad bai %3 !gavenmont.

2. Alternative questions are said with Tune II followed by Tune I,

lIs your ltrouble in the Imuscles or the 'joints?

S AN

iz jo: 'trabl in 83 !maslz 2* ¥a !dzdints? -

ILi lasked himself 'whether he should be an of'ficial or a !doctor,

R R

11i: ta:skt imself iwe%ar i+ fod bi sn a!fifal or » 'dokts:

3. Enumerations are pronounced with Tune II repeated until the last of the
series, which is pronounced with Tune I.
IOne, !two, !three, !four, lfive.

Z1l ZV /21 21\
‘wan, 'tu:, 'eri:, !fa: 'faiv.
Wool, 'musk and lherbs.




#LJ—.J——
Iwul, 'mask, and 'ha:bz.
Note: If the series consists of adjectives followed by a noun, the adjecs

tives have Tune II and the noun has Tune I.

It delscribes !many Iplant, lanimal and !mineral lsubstances.

‘)v.. / —_e® ._.o'\..

it distkraibz Imeni 'pla:nt, 'a&animsl and 'minarsl Isabstansiz.

Exercises

Read the following sentences aloud many times, giving the correct intonation:

1. |After his Ithird 7failure he delcided to !go lin for “\medicine.

2. During the llong Icourse of his _7studies he ac!quired 'habits of exlactitude:
and inT\tegrity.

3. In 1578 ('fifteen Iseventy-_reight), 'when he was _#sixty, he /finally com~
“\pleted his ;great work.

4. To !meet the inlcreasing de'mands of !medical _*circles, the [People’s Public:
'Health !Publishing House is prefparing a fac™\simile of the Ifirst
eT\dition.

5. No matter 'how Ipleasing the lcolours of this Isoap-bubble may ap’pear
to your _feye, it will inlevitably -\ burst.

6. No matter 'how Iperfect a Ibird’s 'wing _#is, it could Inever llift the _#birdi
if it were Inot suplported by ~\air.

7. In the Igroup which I am lcalled upon to di_frect, the Ispirit of co-opelra~
tion is T\everything.

8. !Should a Iscientist 'merely colllect _facts or Ishould he ltry to 'penetré’te
into the !mystery of their ~\origin?

9. 'Did Mrs. Bennet Igo to [Netherfield 'Park with the _7girls, or !did she
isend them by them™\selves?

10. 'Yaks sup'ply _#milk, _rbutter, _?meat and ~\wool.
11. 7»Wheat, _7pumpkins, to_fmatoes, po~\tatoes, ~\all ;do well.

Grammar

1. Basic Uses of the Infinitive

The infinitive may be used:
1. As subject:
To talk with you is a pleasure indeed.




To go or not to go is a question.
It’s hard to tell whether he will come.
2, As predicative:
My only wish was to help him or at least to die with him.
The business of her life was to get her daughters married.

*
What I want is to perform before the people who have brought true
freedom to us Koreans.
3. As part of the predicate:
She does not look well today.
How can you talk about your own children in such a way!
She ought to give up thinking of her own beauty.
4, As object:
She must attempt to draw out Miss Gimple.
He taught us how to read novels.
We found it hard to answer his question.
5. As part of the complex object:
The Japanese did not allow her to dance in Korean costume.
Do you think I can see you work and do nothing myself?
She could not wait for things to take their normal course.
His father did not want him to be a doctor.
‘6, As part of the complex subject: <

She was not allowed to dance in Korean costume.
The Soviet Command seemed to know much about the fascists’ secret
plans.
She is said to be a great dancer.
They are sure to arrive tomorrow.
7:; As attribute:
In such cases a woman has not often much beauty to think of.
We huddled together in an attempt to keep warm.
There was no reason to give him another thought until 3 o’clock,
‘8, As an adverbial modifier:
He opened up an anteater to find out if it really ate ants.
Twenty years was not enough to make her understand him.
I am sure Mr. Bingley will be very glad to see you.
9; As an independent element:
To tell you the truth, I don’t like his poems at all. \
Note: The infinitive may also be used as an appositive.
There came the order to evacuate the people,
But here the infinitive may also be regarded as an attribute,; .



II. Omission of “to” in the Infinitive

The infinitive may be used without ‘“to” in the following cases:
1. When it is used together with an auxiliary or modal verb to form the
predicate:
She didn’t mean anything by it.
You must do no such thing.
Why (do yom, do we) not do it this way?
2. When it is used after verbs like “make”, ‘“let”, “have”, ‘“see”, “hear,
“watch”, “feel”, as part of the complex object:
I’ll have someone translate the letter for you.
She had seen administrations come and go.
I have heard you speak about them these twenty years.
But in the passive construction, “to is not omitted:
He was made to work at night.
Almost anything can be made to grow.
3. When it is used after such expressions as “had better”, “had best”, “do
nothing but”:
You had better check your exercises again.
She did nothing but criticize others.
Note: After the verb “help”, the infinitive is used either with or without “to”:
He helped us (to) overcome the difficulties.
Who will help (to) carry this suit-case upstairs?

Exercises

I. Answer the following questions:
1. When and where was Li Shih-chen born?

2. What did his father wish him to become?

3. What did he like from boyhood?

4. Why did he decide to go in for medicine?

5. What have you to say about the examination system at the time?
6. Were the old books on medical substances very good?

7. What did he do after he made up his mind to write a new book?
8. Did political pressure have any effect on him?

9. How did he carry on his father’s humanitarian work?
10. Give an instance to show that he respected the knowledge and

experience of the working people.
11, What do you know about his great work, the ‘“Pen Tsao Kang
Mu’*?




II.

II1.

IV.

VI

VII.

12. Is the book known only in China?

13. What are medical workers in China beginning to do?

14. Why do we say that Li’s fondest wish has come true at last?

Give the four forms of the following verbs:

bear, prefer, travel, eat, die, arise

Give words with the same root as the following and state what parts

of speech they are: ,

to prefer, to respect, to appreciate, to describe, official, irrational,

popular, prescription, follower, humanitarian, cure, practice, illustra-

tion, various, famous, systematic, medical

Paraphrase the following sentences using synonyms of the italicized:

words:

1. After his third failure he decided to go in for medicine.

2. They took mo account of popular prescriptions.

3. After reading all the available books on the subject, he took up:
field work.

4. Even political pressure did not prevent him from opposing false-
theories.

5. He carried on his father’s humanitarian work.

Paraphrase the italicized words with words or expressions from the-

text:

1. He decided to write a book on the subject.

2. The painting had been passed on from father to son for tem

generations.

As I come from the South, I like rice better.

When he was sixty, he finally finished his great work.

His dearest hopes were at last realized.

These books will satisfy the needs of the reading public.

He saw a lot of students getting ready for the test.

The teacher is making a chart for the class.

© XN U eow

I have a strong objection to your plan.

10. You can’t understand the full value of English poetry unless you
have a good knowledge of how English is spoken.

‘Make four sentences with “the” -4 adjective or participle used as.

noun, such as “the sick”, “the dying”.

Rewrite the following sentences after the given model, changing the

italicized verb into a noun and making all the other necessary

changes:

He respected their knowledge and experience very much.



o B e

He had great respect for their knowledge and experience.
He examined all of them in a critical manner.
It reached Japan ten years after it was published.
We should study the subject systematically.
He died not long after this book was completed.
The book has been translated into English more than ten times.

VIII. Make sentences with the following words and expressions:

to run (fo conduct or to manage), to appreciate, to recognize, to

oppose, to prefer, to commemorate, available, critical, to get one to

(inf.), to take no account of, to combine . . . with . . . , to prevent

. from . . ., to. meet the demands of ..., to hand down, to

clear up, to carry on, to suffer from, on one’s own, no less than, as

late as

IX: Translate the following into English:

T I e O O
Tt ol W o O

16.

BEBMALTEEER - ARMESHERENHE,

T EEFEMHAR, DRERENBE,

R A R AR TORRERE R, SRR,

RAE SRR Z — BB R R LR,

MBI TRENERELE, RRbNFSER2ERN,
EREETEHE, HEHD AN,

FFE IR SRRy R E R T B A R R AR
EXMERT, LIFARBIERETE,
EHEZTAHETRSBEBMNE,

AT BHEE R, HRME R ERER,
BEFEITRA, CESRHBCENER,
HEARMEASE B T MR O 2 Hr s,
BRMUHETRETERS, ROKBEBHERROER,
BT RAMEA BRI ENERL, ERRKTEET,
BRIVIEFE £ E KRR E M H T BB SRRT,
FNERBEREEN, REARLER,

X. Fill in the blanks with prepositions or adverbs where necessary:

1.
2.

He started his own the age twelve,
The rain did not prevent them carrying ——their work ===
the field.

Criticism and self-criticism is one —— the means —— which we
can improve ourselves.

You must concentrate

your studies, as you have not made

much progress the course

these six weeks.
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KI.

KII.

10.

11,

12,

13.

14.
15.

It dawned —— him that he was no actor, and he made —— his
literature.

mind to go ——
I could see that she was not listening
talking, hoping to get her interested
He read all the books available
eligible —— the job.

He found
Are you thinking going out this weather?
The ring she had ~—— had been handed —
mother.

me, but I went ——

the subject.

the subject to make himself

that his trouble arose his lack = experience.

her great-grand-

He says he prefers reading a novel home - going ==— the
cinema.

the so-called “democratic” America, there is practically no

freedom speech.
Will you find his new address me?
He was suffering a pain the back.

He took
perience.

field work to learn to combine knowledge — ex-

State the functions of the infinitives in the following sentences:

1.

2.
3.
4

8.
9.
10.

The boy preferred to read books about nature.

He worked hard to help the sick and the dying.

He recognized the pink flowers to be morning-glories.

An exhibition to commemorate Li Shih-chen was held in Shanghai
in 1954.

Li desired the printing of the book to be sponsored by the
government.

What we must learn is to combine theory with practice.

To keep me from dying of hunger, my parents sent me to another
family.

It was not his wish to study for the examinations.

Then the carriage was ordered to stop.

To be sure, he is a single man of large fortune.

Complete each of the following sentences with an infinitive:

A,

1, It is a great pleasure . . . .
It is not an easy job .. ..
It is a mistake not . . .,

It is unwise . . , ;

Her wish is . . .,

What I like is . , ;4

LA R



The purpose of my coming here is ; 4 ; &
Our duty is . ...

He did not know what . . :

She has not decided when . ; ; ;

He hesitated whether . . , ;

Can you tell me where ; ; ;

He thought it a pleasure . : ;

We found it not too difficult : : ; ;

They considered it a joy ;. .

It is you who have made it possible for us : 4 4 3
He is likely . . ..

S i I

The boys are sure . : ; ;
3. The work is certain . . ; ;
FIIII. Make sentences after the following models, using the given wordss
1. He decided to go in for medicine. '

hope refuse mean
pretend intend attempt
offer manage afford

2. Her father begged the landlord to give them more time;

advise desire press
permit remind wish
encourage wait- for long for

3. We were glad to see him.

eager anxious ready
delighted surprised ashamed
willing unable sorry

4. T have heard you speak about it these twenty years.
make listen to have
see let watch
notice hear feel

XIV: Make sentences after the following models, using the italicized words:
She was not strong enough to climb that hill.

She was too weak to climb that hill.

She worked hard so as to make up her lessons.

2

I I

We hurried in order not to miss the bus.

9. Be so kind as to come and join us tonight.
XV. Rewrite the following sentences after the model:
It seemed that she was about nineteen.
She seemed to be about nineteen.




XVI

XVIIL

XVIIL
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It seems that the book is very popular with children.

It seemed that she knew French very well,

It is known that he is a great music lover.

It happened that he was out that day.

It happened that they knew each other.

It is expected that the meeting will take place next week.

It is thought that he is the best chess-player in our university.
It is said she.loves music more than anything else.

Complete each of the following sentences with an infinitive:

(ST Sy
-

12.

© RN W

Where can we get something . . . .

I want to get some books . . ..

The child has got no toys . ...

The nurse has a lot of patients . . . .

Is it time . . ..

He was the last one . . ..

We don’t think he has the ability . . ..
Is this the proper way . . . .

You have no need . ...

He made an attempt . ...

His desire . . . . is clear to us all.

His decision . . . . came as a great surprise to his friends.

Insert “to” before the infinitive where necessary:

bk ek ek b
© R =S

14,

© ® N oW

I think you ought —— apologize.

You don’t need go there right now.
You needn’t
The child did not dare —— go to the wood alone after dark.:
The child dared not
Would you help

I don’t know where

go there right now.

go to the wood alone after dark.

carry this bag for me?
find him.
She saw him —— enter the room.

He was seen —— leave the house in a hurry.
Did you not hear me

speak?
She was heard —— repeat the word many times.
You must make him

practise an hour a day.

She was made
We had better

sing the song over and over again.

stop to rest a little.

Fill in the blanks with verbs in the proper tense:

Kuangtung. China —— (be) then rather weak. It

Chan Tien-yu —— (be) born in 1861 in a peasant family in
(defeat) in




