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The Noun

A noun is a word used for naming some person or thing. There are five
different kinds of nouns:

Kinds of Nouns

1. Proper
2. Common 4, Collective
3. Material 5. Abstract

2 W

AFRAREVNEARRYOT ; Kt AN :
1. WA &#H
2, iR
3. BRAH HHERXEBARAH
4. AL
5. Hhak &

1. A proper noun names one particular person or thing. This noun is
written with a capital letter, as:

Tom, France, Madrid, Jack, April, Sunday, Christmas, etc.
WALARY—BEOAR-RARNTY  {LHEJIFNARNB—BFR
DHEAT - il : A% Tom () > Jack (WRHIZ 1,7 ;H4A
France ( BB ) > Madria (SBEE)Z r.mM ; RAEAR April
(VA ) ; Sunday ( @A) - Christmas ¢ PRE ) ZAEFRHR

2. A common noun names persons or things of a kind, as:

1



spring, boy, country, montli, day, river, town, child, etc.
FEAARVE-EEZANY > M EE AT HEAFIEER: F
EFoBRCHRENASB N BB BEESF

3. A material noun names some particular kind of substance, as:
air, water, ink, gold, iron, wine, sugar, stone, etc.
PEAFXVRRNEYE QL SHF - HEAFZEER : 2R
KB B-B-E08F

4. A collective noun names a collection of people, znimals, or things con-

sidered as a complete whole, thus:~

a drove There is a drove of deer,(geese, oxen, pigs, sheep.)

a pack There is a pack of hounds,{wolves, thieves, knaves.)

a school There is a school of whales,

a swarm There is a swarn of ants.(bees, mosquitoes, people.)

a flock There 1s a flock of sheep_ (goats, rabbits, geese, spar-

rows, black birds.)
A flock of birds hovers around the farm,
a herd There is a herd of cows, (deer, oxen, elephants.)
crowd, family, class, crew, audience, army, commiitee, fNleet,
forest, etc, .
FABARY-BA DY H—BA > DWARYERS LBF
{E—EEBME - AIFRM DML - BRFOZPXERYT :
B-BHE (B 24 B B¥)
H-BRR R SR FE)
H-BHER
A—-#I5% (B8 &FvA)
H-BRF¥E GUESRT B HENDRE (BRI AS)
—HEREREMRE
2B (B2 -8)
CEENBM R KT O BR BN RBALER FHR

gﬂﬁ%&ﬂﬂ#

§. An abstract noun names some qaality, state or action, as:



Quality: honesty, wisdom, bravery, diligence
State: happiness, depth, length, width
Action: rapidity, flight, punishment, deed
Course: history, physics, music, Chinese
RMBLARVAERE - HRATD > (BEHRERBHRERA ) M0 :
FHHL: KK F2 BY-PH
EWAE: EWM-RE-RENER
ROTWE - E R KA NTR

B ORKER PR FRPX

Note 1. A proper noun may be used as a common noun to denote some
object that resembles the original possessor of the same.
a. He is an Edison.
b. There are two Wangs in this class,
c. A Mr. Chang came to see you.
d. His wife is a Wilson.,

H—: WARATHRNESLA  RUREFF § §HUZARD M

fiy & — AR A4 -
B+ AW EN R o
— {7 M RAIH BT
By KK RH -

a n oo p
e+ e =

Note2. A common noun in the singular number should have an article (a
or the) placed before it.
a. The dog is a faithful animal.
b. A dog is a faithful animal.
c¢. Dogs are faithful animals.
BT NERAMNSHEEY  FLOIER T2 &l thel]:
a. JRERNDY (BRE—BDY > FUEEXFFE the)
b. MREXWHY GEEF %5 FLMa)
c. WRBANDY (ZHEFAENE > HURAABSN)
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Exceptions:
1. Man 1s mortal.
2, Man has existed for thousands of years,
3, Woman is physically weaker than man.

Man is destined to be the protector of woman.

Father came home later last night, and mother sat up for him.

They are f{ather and son.

He was bruised from head to foot.

w -~ O v s

They bound him hand and foot.
9. They waulked hand in hand.
10. He has 6,000 dollars in hand.
t1. He lives at hand.
12. Your letter is to hand.
i3. I have no cash on hand.
14, He worked day and night without stopping.
15. Hg wandered {rom place to place.
AN (BLaLUERAEBRATNABEHEIRE )
AT
ABUE A BF BT ERE o
wFHEEHE BB TFHE -
BAE TGP FERLFZREE o
RREEHER » BBATREZ
fil PR AT o
i AEBR R KR 8 o
4148 fis F BB 42 o
M FERE FER o
fts Fh HATHE o
M EEHE-
WEIEIRENS o
FFPERK -
fis H&& T1F » DRI ©
s BIR G W o



Note 3.

5

A material noun may be used as a common noun to denote, not the

material itself, but something made of it,

 PREATRERELH  RETPRASY » MRTAEYRANE

B2y -

A. Common:

a. A glass fell from the table.

o
.

The papers say that there was a big fire last night,
She lives near a wood,

This is a good beer for a weak body.

® & 0
« e »

I picked up a stone,
f. We had many long rains last year.

ABREFRFEEILEE -
a. — BB E L LEKT -
b BB EREXE —BAK -
c. MEEZERR BRI ©
a. 3B RN R EEE T A -
e. BRE—HAH -
t EERRSHFBXTWo
B. Material:
Glass is very brittle.
We make many things out of paper.
The table is made of wood.
Beer is made from barley.

That bridge is built of stone.

~°s~9.vs°

The moist air from the Pacific brings us much rain.
B. &l £ :

a. BT o

b. 5 M LIRS EF & 5 o

¢ B T2 AAREMRA -

d. a8 R K FERURHY o

o. MR AR TMBAY -

r. KFERRMBERBRTREAE o



Note 4.
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Note 5.

In modern English, it is becoming more and more common for
material nouns to be used in the plural or with the indefinite
article to show different kinds or qualities of thei material in
question, as:,

a, The table is made of a hard (sort of) wood.

b. She uses a fat cream on her face.

CERAENE  F-EREROES > EEBHERPEAFAY

ESERERZIENERH o ERLUETBH R AAMBRE
X8

s ERETFREAMN (ERE—WAH) °

b.ti7ER LS ESHER -

A collective noun may be used to denote either a whole body
collectively or the individuals composing it.

a. The Cabinet consists of twenty members. {(collective)

b. The Cabinet have given their consent. (multitude)

¢. The audience was small. (collective)

d. The audience were moved to tears. {(multitude)
KALTHTRLE— £ 2288 » & TRRRL— SN2 SBST
o B

e EZ TN (NRR—2£AER) -

b. ARIE R ( 0P WA P RO ) -

. ERELERE (ERER) -

A ERBBELETRE - (HFEMRKRSENL )

An abstract noun may be used as a ¢ommon noun to denote, not
the quality, state, or action, buta resdlt, or a possessor of it.
A. Abstract:

a. Beauty is truth, truth beauty.

b. He suffers from weakness.

c¢. Life cannot exist without movement.

d. He is a man of authoriiy.



e. Time is money.

{. Knowledge is power.

g. There is room for one morc.

h. Man alone has the gift of speecih.

i, The sense of sight is the keenest of all senses.
j. Hindness cosis nothing, and gains many friends.

k. Success is now certain,

PR » PR SOEZ B A S R o
A TERRAF BT AR £ -

a. EEIHE > BENE -

b. thBEFHNE

c. AEEERTHETREEABAL o
d. hBEKEZA o

e. BERIBNS 88 -

. kel D o

g- BEHRSFHSH—M o

h. REABERIHERE-

i. BREEREPEREM o

i. BAEAGESE > BEMBIIRAC
k. RBHEE -

Common:

a. The beauty of the landscape is, indeed, beyond description.

b. We ought to speak the truth.

c. Sweets are a weakness of hers.

d. He leads a life full of erratic movements.

e. He is an authority on the subject.

f. Ihave been there two or three times.

g. Would China some day become one of the leading countries
in the worid?

h, The new house has eight rooms.

i, Many speeches were made on the occasion.

j. It wag a fine sight,



k. All the rank and fashion came out to see the sight.

1, She has done me a kindness.

m, The meeting was a great success,
B.{E %3 a4 R R R A ¢

a HRZ ERFEEEPTERS -
TEAREREER o
HERERIREZ — o
SEE TE TSN T R ARNTD
i B ot R R MK o
BRBHRHER Ko
e hFE-XKENRFHREZ S ?
hGERFRT A AEEM o
VIEEHE BE TASER -
j-HE— @ﬁﬁm o
ko AL OB R AN ABH KB ZRR
L. BB — KT o
m.SE BRI o

o g

- 5 A O

Note §. An abstract noun may be used as a proper roun, as:

a. She sailed on the Terror.

o,

Fortune does not knock at everyman's door.
¢. His name is Patience.
d. Time gently shakes his wings.
EX: MR TRHETELSA B
a. EhF M B NLAT (MK AR ) o
b, FHZMHATEREBEIAK
o I RTR" DR o
a. R 2 iRAEE o

Note 7, A common noun may be used as an absiract noun.
a. 1feel the patriot rise within me,

b. The pen is mightier than the sword.



Bt BT ITRIEHREE o
a HRAEBEOERCPHRTE -
b ERYEREN (XHBRR) o

Caution: A proper, material, or abstract noun should not have an article
placed before it. When any of these is used as a common noun, it
must either be preceded by ar article, or be put in the plural

number.

R MELR pEAFASRMREAINTEARR ; ARE=8F
Pz EA—ERESRLEME > D AECHBEFHN—EH R

EHEAABBK -

Abstract j®) Common (##)
art # % an art — W
authority H R an authority [ ME&

authorities e REFEA
beauty E a beauty x A
beauties =

celebrity % B a celebrity A A
character t # a character AW
composition £ x a composition x OE
conquest i AR a conquest ﬁmm
couriosity AL a curiosity B » FA
fortune m @ a fortune M B
height R OE a height B M
judgment EZ - a judgement & P!
justice T & a justice ¥ B
kindness { 2 a kindness  (~BSR
oftice NN Y an office WAE
painting nEN a painting (—F) MR
power N a power % W
room g b a room B M

royalty T & royalties T %
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sight
society
speech
study
success
time
variety
vision
will
witness
wonder

work

FHBREEERF I AN
WS HRABR BE S HT

youth

Abstract

2
N ofE ow oat RO

#
B

~

age
audience
community

nobility

% W OF B ook

o

painting
priesthood

o4

society

® Xt
i 5N

youth

Number

There are two numbers:
a. Singular
b. Plural

lt
AR AT :

a sight

a society
a speech
a study
a success
times

a variety
a vision
a will

a witness
wonders
works

a youth

Collective

age
audience
community
nobility
painting
priesthood
society

youth

t ®

2 &

W OR
ki)
RIHE » WIHE
B2 BEfL 0 W
B ¥

£ ¥
-G

2 A

A B
IR - fEo
(—@EYHE
(%8
EEA

B R

NI 3

" &

il ()
A (BR)
i |
EFEH



a. BN

b. AR
1. The plural of nouns is generally formed by adding 's' to the singular,
as:
Singular Plural
boy boys
chair chairsg
desk desks
pen pens

LARNUN > BRERMIUELNS » BLIEEA -
(BENBT B AF)

2. Nouns ending in s,z, ch,sh and x form their plurals by adding 'es'

They add a syllable in the pronunciatic;., as:

Singular Plural
ass asses
class classes
glass glasses
inch inches
brush brushes
dish dishes
branch branches
fox foxes
ax axes
topaz topazes
adz adzes

2A4FEBA s, 2, ch, sh B x % » JABMEME - Bin es 2 » FFF
Mes 2 AAMM—ER o S LEF2RER < 0 H - 2l RS
RIT BF 85 WE~ % KE > F4 o BLTRFLRAMHET

Mes > HBRFZHRBER :F A WK - BX ¥R
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Exceptions:
ox oxen
stomach stomachs
conch conchs
monarch monarchs
patriarch patriarchs

3. Nouns ending in 'o' preceded by a vowel take 's’' in the plural, as:

Singular Plural
curio curios
bamboo bamboos
cuckoo cuckoos
portfolio portfolios
radio radios

BAFRER o MRNBREE » ABMVEL s MRZ > RLLLEF
BUTZRES : BEF -V B AWE S KER-

4. Nouns ending in ‘o' preceded by a consonant take 'es'in the plural, as:

Singular Plural
volcano volcanoes
echo echoes
potato potatoes
hero heroes
negro negroes
cargo cargoes
buffalo buffaloes
moftto mottoes
mosquito mosquitoes
(mosquitos)
calico calicoes
(calicos)
tobacco tobaccoes

{tobaccos)



