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With 37 bilingual lessons and dozens of appealing illustrations, this book
will comfort and charm you as it informs. No one with any interest in
computer technology can afford to ignore it. (Anonymous)
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* Every complex discipline, whether it be law, medicine, or automobile mechanics, has

its own specialized vocabulary, but two factors make computerese special. First, computers have
become ubiquitous; many nonexperts use computer every day. This certainly isn’t true in other
fields; you normally hire a lawyer, for example, when you need someone to translate a piece of
“legalese.” Imagine hiring a computer consultant every time you came across an
incomprehensible passage in a computer manual !
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* The other factor that makes computer jargon special is that computers are still difficult

to use. With cars, you just turn the key and go. Most people don’t know the difference between a

carburetor and a distributor, but that doesn’t stop them from driving their car—at least until it
breaks down.
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* Computerese is a tightly integrated language. To some extent you don’t know anything
until you know everything .

HENATLER - NRELECANER. KERBE L, RALpAGHR .

* That *“computerese” is so cryptic is not entirely accidental. One of its purposes is to

serve as a password to the inner circle, instantly tagging an individual as a computer expert or
ii
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novice. Anyone who has ever purchased a computer knows how salespeople like to fling the
jargon around. If you blink, you mark yourself as a potential sucker. Even computer professionals
often rank each other based on computerese proficiency.
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.

* I often get the same two-part response from people when I reveal that I'm a technical

writer by profession. The first reaction is puzzlement; the second, after I explain by confessing
that I write computer manuals, is a torrent of complaints about the low quality of these books.
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* Over the years, however, 1 have come to realize that the problem is not necessarily that

technical writers don’t know how to write clearly—at least, that’s not the primary problem. The
main problem is that in an effort to be precise, technical writers are forced to use a highly
specialized language.
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EARERFM. £RFARE, HTEEEREH, TLHEREXNABIERATE L
g E.

* There are few things more frustrating than looking up a word and finding that the

definition contains new mysterious terms that you need to look up .

BAANSELTER AT, RIEATGAB = Ao — AR H 1B 41,
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*There’s not much hope that computerese will go away; the precision allowed by

technical terms cannot be reproduced with parochial words. People who use computers (by
choice or by necessity) must bite the bullet and learn the terminology. This book is designed to
help people do this as painlessly as possible.
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* As with any of humankind’s other great inventions, the PC and the technologies

developed around it not only stand to alter the course of civilization but already have. For two
decades PCs have changed the way people work and play. They have wormed their way into our
daily lives. Even people with myopic hindsight admit that PCs have changed how we see the

world, how we communicate, and even how we think. Most dramatic of all, PCs are even
changing how we shop.

FIAXMWEMEMEALE —4, PC UKEL PC AL HWEMBERTNEFR K
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* Today the PC you can hold in the palm of your hand is more powerful than a 1950’s

computer the size of a battleship that consumed as much power as all the factories in North
America combined.
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* As they have become increasingly powerful in the last few years, PCs have become

even more wonderful, taking on new jobs such as video editing and Web surfing and playing
games that are quickly becoming more realistic than reality itself.

dEJLEE PC HLAh LR RBEA, BREMNEmPLTE. BMNETUNEN L
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* Although your PC truly is all of those things to you, it’s something else, too. More than

just a means to an end, a PC is a physical thing. Inside it’s filled with circuits sprouting more
transistor junctions than you could count in half a lifetime, a work of technical sophistication
arguably more complex than the Saturn V rockets that sent human aspirations and astronauts to
the moon and back.

B RH PC ARRAHREML —BE, TARGATLE. PC TREAkELE
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BR—-RE LT AXTEXE 2 MR,



* The computer is nothing to fear and it need not be a mystery. It is a machine, and a

straightforward one at that. One that you can master in a few hours.
HENEAEMHL2THE, AL RBHMAwR, TENZ-MIE, TEE-MHHE
ZEAE, B—FIANDERTERNTLE.

* If anything puts people off from trying to understand PCs, it is the computer mystique.

It’s the smokescreen supposed computer gurus blow in your face to cover their own awe and lack
of understanding.

WRRATLKRELGRAN PC TR, AR ITEAHBA. FRRRDLER
RUEMN T AA, EAMTE RGN —MHEER, UBEOIE 2t EARE R A,
BRZ TR,

* Long ago, these self-proclaimed gurus conjured up images of the computer as the

thinking machine, something both smarter than you and beyond your understanding. They have
convinced most people that a computer of any kind is a machine with an electronic brain inside;

with this logic, it quickly follows that working on such a machine is a job as delicate, demanding,
and daunting as brain surgery.

RAVH, XEERE “HF4" HARBET X TIHENZBENGHT, HELA
RO, FEAFMGBER. X& “F5 MEAZHRAMET: EA-XHENHRE—GE
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ARSI FAR, ERHEE. P, EEEHRBAFTEGE.

* Those gurus want you to believe that their thinking machine is inherently unknowable,

something that operates as unfathomably as the human mind—something you cannot master
because you, after all, are nothing but a mere mortal, not a computer guru. They want you to
believe that you must consult an expert before buying one of these mysterious contraptions, pay
someone to feed and care for it, and consult with someone before you make the least change or
even think about using it. Hardly surprisingly, the someone they have in mind is like the guru
who fills your own organic brain with such thoughts and empties your pockets.

T HLT NBEAMIMEE, SN EAEENAR LR Toey, BHITHEE
BAR—HHREN, RABILGRTEEEY, BARERRR-AAA, TFARTE
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* A journey into the computer store becomes something akin a trek through

Antarctica—with your only guide, the salesperson, more intent on raiding your provisions than
assuring your survival. Work on adding an accessory to your system without understanding how

it works, and you won’t have to worry about what to do on your free evenings for the next few
months.

e pEEE —#E DA RRBRENERIAT—ERARRE-—HIWR, 51
HERCHRNES, ETOPEER “BF” FKARY. SRONEERRE, TTHFX
XFpEERELEE, BESEILANAGR EKREHEARTRRAEMT.

* It is necessary that you understand your present or future personal computer so that you

can use rather than fear it. So that you can buy wisely and add to it intelligently. So that you can
master the modern tool that’s become part of nearly every occupation and avocation. So that you
know not only what to do but why you have to do it that way.

TR-THRALGERRERNER, RRALESN. XHF, REGRABHERE,
MAREME. XM RREEEAD,. AGEC. IREREFEINLFRERTEL
FAgDHIARATE. XH, A RmENZE 4, TERER 2 BXHEHR.

*The ease of use is all a big front. Behind the scenes, both the software and the

computer you need to run it are immensely complicated. Programs have grown a thousandfold in
the last decade and, fortunately, computers are about a thousand times more powerful.

ERNENE, ERAKEAEEEEES. EREZAZHEE, RIEMETHRENE
WEGREL ALY, ERXENTHE, BFAREENT T/, 28R, HHEN
Hahee e T 4 —T1E.

* To Some extent this book is a new computer dictionary out of order. Its value still has
no peer today.

AERBRE LY, R -—HEAHFOELRF AL EAMEESRATRALS
it A,
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Passages at a Glance

Uk 3 Yy

(HEXH77TR)

* The Digital Camera Devours Batteries

One final note on digital cameras: they devour batteries. You can easily burn through four
AA batteries in a day or two of moderate use. So while not officially part of your digital camera
outfit, rechargeable batteries and a charger are a worthy investment.

ATRFENEARE —4%E: ENBREER. WESEEA, FabE—FXW
REDHHAEET AA B, FHit, BRREBTRYTHANN - NER A KRB
fBR, TEXENER—NMEEEHE - FREFHEHL,

* A Picture Is Worth a Thousand Words

You may be able to get by without a digital camera in this day and age, but having one
around can make doing business a whole lot easier. After all, a picture is worth a thousand words.
In addition, the ability to take a picture of a product and email it to a prospective customer
immediately just might be the difference between making and not making the sale. If so, your
digital camera could pay for itself with your very first sale.

ESREANHREOERARF RN BRET, ERF2H - RHFHITER
BRERRBOHEF. 2R, —EETER. T, HE-K"BEE H 0BT T
HRRERENEF . XA T ERERY LR XM, AXANE LR, Rl
FHANTERERXE - RHEF AP RIERESEERT.
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