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The Power of

Unit i words

Tyrone was different.

Like the others, it was obvious he was |
| L —#mg

from a home laced with poverty!. He of-
ten came to school wearing the same clothes

every day of the week.

But, unlike the others, his destitute (%

® &) life filed him with hatred. In his mind,
he was destined (i Z ¢j) to spend eter-
nity (—#%4) in an employment line like
his father?, and he didn’t like it.
It filed him with a silent rage (#{#).
As a new English teacher full of energy

and hope, | promised Tyrone that reading .

and writing could transport him to a different
“world”. It was obvious he didn’t like the

one he was in.

I offered him a variety of worlds through .

reading. He was skeptical at first, but he
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trusted me. | presented him with a comu-

copia (E4&) of literary classics. After a small '
taste, he politely let me know that they were '

dull and he wasn’t interested. 1 was crushed
(A& ).

But I didn't give up hope. 1 figured .
maybe he didn’t like literary choices because |

they weren’t relevant to his life experiences.
Anxious to instill in® him my love of litera-
ture, I went back to the drawing board*.

From my own personal library, I
grabbed entire collections of books by James
Baldwin, and Paul Laurence Dunbar. Reluc-
tantly, Tyrone read them, and raised one
eyebrow.

“These books are a little better,” he
said. “But books aren’t for me because they
aren’t about real times. None of this litera-
ture stuff is for me. You don’t know how I
live. You don’t know what it’s like.”

Fed up®, [ said, “Well, why don’t you

tell mer If you think you face more injus-
tices (&K~ iE) than what these men have
experienced, write about them. Tell the
world your feelings. Let it out.”

I was determined to get this troubled
teen to love reading and writing.

After that day, Tyrone was absent for a

week. When he retumed, he sat silently in |
class as usual. After class, he lingered (i& |

%) at his desk for a while, then he ap-
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proached me.

I asked how he was doing. Erupting (J& '
%) in a smile, he dropped a handful of |

tattered (484 %) papers on my desk. |
picked them up and read them.

I was thrilled (¥ zh#) with the effort |

— but shocked at the content.

Tyrone’s collection of essays and poems
illustrated (s2i ) the anguish (#%¥) and
turmoil (&4 ) he had experienced in just 12
short years. His poems and essays were
laced with risqué images and sassy simi-
les®.

No matter. His work was as honest as a |

newborn and as solemn as death.
Anxious to show the world his talent,
Tyrone wanted to publish his creative works.

Tyrone and I decided to submit (%) .

his writing to various magazines, some of
which published his work.
Ten vears passed. Tyrone’s an adult

now. He enjoys reading and makes his living °

as a writer. _
From my work with Tyrone, 1 learned a

lesson that’'s stuck with me since: Young

people write words loud enough to move

mountains, part seas, and change worlds’.
I'm still not sure if the world is ready.
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wkbblitdeibat Y ou've Learned

1. Reading comprehension.
1) Which of the following statements about Tyrone is incorrect?
A. He was as poor as the others.
B. He never changed his clothes.
C. He was full of hatred about his life.
D. He thought he would live the same life as his father.
2) Which of the following can best replace the word “skeptical” in
the sentence 'He was skeptical at first, but he trusted me’?
A. doubtful B. uninterested
C. interested D. satisfied
3) Why did Tyrone say none of the literature was fit for him?
A. Because he was still young
B. Because he was not interested in literature
C. Because the life in the literature was quite different from
his life
D. Because the literature wasn’t about real life
4) Which description about Tyrone’s works is incorrect?
A. His works was better than the literature books.
B. His writing was published in some magazines.
C. Tyrone is now making a living by writing.
D. Words helped Tyrone to change his life.

2. Fill in the following blanks with the words or phrases
given in their proper forms.

destine, figure , instill in, linger, submit

1) When are you going to your work report to the commit-
tee?

2) He still in the street, unwilling to go back home.
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3) If you continue to behave in that way, you are to end
up in prison.

4) Have you out the answer to the word puzzle?

5) Teachers usually students the concept of care, love, re-
sponsibility and obligation.

3. Translate the following sentences into English with the
word or phrase given.

1) B x 2 %m%, (belaced with)

2) Wtk EF SR, T AEE R EHE, (erupt)

3) PEAMAERT HARGE LLRMNFF A, (thrll)

4) TR TEFORFHE, (illustrate)






English as an
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Asian Language
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It is important to identify (i% %) and

isolate (% % ) an “English” culture that is !
common to all speakers of English. The cul- |

tures represented (4% % ) by Nigerian, Sin-
gaporean, Indian, Scottish, Filipino or

Australian Aboriginal English! are all very '

different. So, while a language is not neces-
sarily tied to one specific culture. Specific

cultural identities? can be represented by

new varieties of English.
In East and Southeast Asia English plays
a major role in the region as a lingua

franca® of the political elite (# &4 %) and :

the Association of Southeast Asian Na-
tions®. It is also used as a lingua franca be-

tween professionals (% 3t A +) and the busi-

ness community.
But what variety of English will serve as
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the region’s lingua franca? 1 suggest that a

variety which reflects local culture conventions '

(# %) and pragmatic norms (% B AR ) is
developing to serve this role. 1 further sug-
gest that it is this regional variety that will be

taught in schools rather than an external (s} ,

% &) native speaker variety.
The vast majority of people who are
learning English are doing so to be able to

use this lingua franca. They are not learning

English with the express purpose of commu-
nicating with native speakers of English. Eng-
lish is being used by non-native speakers with

other non-native speakers. The English that '

they use need not therefore reflect any An-
glo (#(14) cultural values.

So regional users of English who are
learning English in order to speak to Thais,
Koreans, Vietnamese® or Japanese do not
need teaching materials that promote or dis-

cuss Anglo cultures, What they need are ma-

terials that provide some knowledge of the
culture of the people they are dealing with.
They also need to be aware of their own

cultural norms. The cultural values and daily '

lives of the people in the region who are
using English as a regional lingua franca be-
come more important than the cultural values
associated (4g#£ &9) with native speakers.
This has important implications (4 )
for English language teaching in the region’s

$
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schools. It is a regional variety of English,

not an external model®, that needs to be | 6. skt
promoted, because it is a regional variety of
English that people in the region will want to
use. People will be able to maintain (4 %)
their identity while speaking their variety of
English.

wkisitng=What -You've -Learned

1. Reading comprehension.
1) According to the first paragraph, which of the following state-
ments 1S correct?
A. A language only reflects the culture of its native speakers.
B. A language is always tied to a specific culture.
C. A culture can’t be represented by different languages.
D. A culture can be reflected by different languages.
2) Which of the following can best express the meaning of lingua
franca?
A. It’s a kind of language.
B. It’s only spoken by political elites.
C. It’s the local form of a certain language.
D. It’s a business community language.
3) According to the author, which kind of English should be taught
at schools in a region?
A. the English spoken by the British
B. the English reflecting regional culture
C. the English spoken by most people
D. the English spoken by native speakers
4) Which of the following statements belongs to the author’s opin-

)



