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1 A French Boy’s Adventure in Canada

g i
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K arly one morning in the spring of 1532 three young men decided to go hunting. They left
the little fort of Three Rivers, on the Saint Lawrence River, for the marches of Lake St. Pe-
ter. On one side of the lake were the forest-covered hills. On the other side was the broad
St. Lawrence, with miles of marches. Wild ducks, geese, and other birds migrated there
every year.

The three young men did not really know the dangers involved in leaving the fort at that
time. Everyone else knew that the lroguois Indians around the settlement had been lying in
ambush for a long time. Every week some settler who worked his lands outside the protect-
ing fence of the fort was set upon and killed.

However, the boys. unaware. went happily along, boasting about how they would fight if
the Indians attacked them. One boy stayed close to the forest, watching for Indiaris; the
other two stayed by the river. looking for wild animals and birds to shoot. About a miie from
the fort they met a herdsman. He warned them not to go too close to the hills because he
had seen many Indians there.

When they had traveled some distance and shot a number of ducks, cne boy said he had had
enough. He decided e would go back tc the fort., The second boy said that he would join
him. However, the third boy. Pierre. laughed at the other two and continued hunting alone.

When Pierre had gone about nine miles from the fort. he came to a stream that was too deep
to walk across. and he realized that he already had more birds than he could carry. He hid
scme of the birds in hollow trees and started back to the fort with a string of geese and
ducks over his shoulder.

Finally . Pierre saw the roofs of the settlement above the river, gleaming in the last rays of
sunlight. A great floc< of ducks was swimming on the river and the sight of them reassured
Piarre. He reasoned that if any people were nearby the ducks would have flown away.
Pierre decided not to miss this wonderful chance to shoot one or two more ducks. He moved
quietly through the tall ducks. He moved quietly through the tall grass toward the water.
Suddenly he stumbled over the bodies of his two friends. They had been stripped of their
clething and scalped.

Piarre tried to hide in the tall grass. He heard gun shots from the forest behind him, and
fired back, but the Indians were too much and fired back, but the Indians were too much for
‘him. When he came 10 his senses, Pierre found himself being dragged back to the woods
“where the Iroquois showed him the scalps of his dead friends.
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The Indians stripped Pierre of his clothes and tied him to a tree. Then they gathered around
the fire for their evening meal. Suddenly an alarm was sounded; the French were coming.
The: Indians put the fire out immediately. and a number of Indians set out to see where their
enemies were. The Indians soon returned with news which was evidently reassuring. A se-
cond fire was lit, and the meal continued.

Then Pierre’s clothes were returned to him. When the young warriors offered Pierre some of
their food, they saw that their rancid rmeat made him ill. Then they boiled some fresh meat
in clean water and gave Pierre corn meal browned on burning sand with the meat. Since
Pierre did not struggle or try to escape, he was untied. That night he siept between two in-
dians under a common blanket. in the morning they all set out for the Indian village.

The Indians shaved Piarre’s head and decorated it with an Iroquois head-dress. They also
taught him how to hold an oar and throw spears. Pierre reasoned that, since he had not
neen killed and scalped as his two friends had been, it might be because the Indians were
impressed by the facts that he had gone on alone when his friends had turned back, and that
he never seemed to be frightened of the Indians.

After several days of traveling, they arrived at a lake. The Iroquois went to a pool of water
on the bank of the lake and threw hot stones into the pool until the water was steaming.
Then each Iroquois tock a bath, to ciean himself before meeting his family.

The return of the Indians to their village was, as usual, a great occasion. The wives came
ic meet them. Then all the people of the village armed themselves with clubs and whips to
{orture the captives. The Indians formed two lines, through which the captives were forced
1o run. When it was Pierre’s turn to run between the two lines of whippers. he was told qui-
atly to run very fast sc that he could not be hurt.

After Pierre had run through the line, a captive Huron woman, who had lived in the village
for some time, took Pierre to her cabin. She gave him fresh clothes and food. The he was
taken to the Council Lodge of the iroquois for judgment.

The wise men of the ribe sat around a fire, silently smoking their pipes. The old Huron
wornan came in and begged them to spare Pierre’s life. The men listened and made signs of
approval. Finally, the old woman was given permission to adopt Pierre as her son.

Pierre’s new family dressed him in colored blankets and strings of wampum, which is made
ot shells and stones that are very highly polished. This wampum was used as money by the
indians.

5o it was that Pierre came to live with the lroquois Indians. They gave him a gun and he
went hunting with them every day.

Although he was grateful for all these attentions. and happy to have made new friends,
#ierre still hoped to return one day to his family at Three Rivers. He was finally allowed to
«eturn and, later in life, he became a fur-trader. His knowledge of the Indian customs and
sanguage helped him considerably in his explorations and commercial dealings. However, he
was not always a successful man, because he was too independent to bhow- and scrape to
governors and kings. . ‘
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Comprehension exercises
. Recalling the facte
1) When the Indians heard that the French were coming. what did they do?
2) When Pierre cculd not eat the meat. what did the Indians cook for him?
3) Before the Iroquois met their families. why did they threw hot stones into a pool”
Understanding the text
1) Why was wampum different from plain shells and stones ?
2) What does this story show?
3. True or false
1) The two boys safely went back home. but Pierre was caught by the indians.
2> In Indians’ camp Pierre shaved his head and decorated it with an Iroquois head-
dress.
3) Finally, the old woman was given permission to adopt Pierre as her son.
4) Pierre was finally allowed to return his own home and became a successful man be-
cause of his knowledge of the Indian customs and language.

(S

Vocabulary exercise

1 * migrated
“Wild ducks. geese. and other birds migrated there every year.”
A. to settle down B. to go from one region to another

C. to travel constantly D. tc rove about
2+ reassured
“A great flock of ducks were swimming on the river and the sight of them reassured

Pierre.”
A.to make confident again.  B.to excite C.to confuse D.to cause wonder

3) evidently
“The Indians soor: returned with news which was evidently reassuring. ”
A. to suggest doubt B. to sense insecurity
C. to present proct D. tc tend toward clearness
4) rancid
“When the young warriors offered Pierre some of their food, they saw that their rancid
meat made him ili. ”
A.unusual tasting B. foul smeiling C.badly prepared D. quite rare
5) reasoned
“Pierre reasoned that, since he had nct been kiiled and scalped as his two friends had
been---”
A.make a statement B.to be intelligent C.to have hope D.to decide by clear ‘hink-
ing
¢) approval
“The men listened and made signs of approval.”
A. showing concern B. giving permission
C. showing authority D. demanding discipline
Cloze
Finally, Pierre saw the roofs of the settiement above the river. gleaming in the last rays of
sunlight. A great flock of ducks was swimming the river and the sight of them
Pierre. He reasoned that if any people nearby the ducks would have be-

éome frightened ___

would have flown away. Pierre decided not miss this

e« e



wonderful chance to
tall grass toward the water.

shoot one

two more

guddenly he

ducks. He moved quietly through

f!;fe‘ﬁds They had beenr stripped of their clothing and scalped.

HiEER
1.to go hunting Z¥T 4%
2. fort (= strongly mede building used for defence at some important place ) BE

3. Saint Lawrence River
4.Lake St. Peter X{Ki8#H
5. 10 migrate (

6. lroquois Indian

&S o gl

7.to ambush ( = to attack from a place of hiding )
3. settlement  ¥fi%
9. to strip (= to remove the covering of
1. scalp

FBCk B2

F

= to move from one place to another ) #f2

B BED L N LR E N

HAR

'1.warrior (= a soldier or an experienced fighting man) -1

13.t0 whip HiE
i 1. captive (= a person who has been taken as a prisoner) % B

i1
7. rancid (= not fresh , not pleasant > &1y
3

{

1. the Council Lodge cf the Iroquois %%

8. wampum

"7.t0 bow and scrape T 5 {E#i
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2 The Whale
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The largest animal that ever lived on land or in water still exists. Not even the giant di-
nosaurs were as large as some whales. One sulphur-bottom whale caught in the Antarctic
was 110 feet long. and weighed between 90 and 100 tons.

Whales can grow 10 such enormous size because their bodies are supported by the water.
An animal that lives on land can only grow to a size that his legs can support, while a bird’s
size is limited by its wing size. A whale has none of these difficulties.

Millions of years ago. whales lives on land and walked on four legs. Today. whaies still
have small bones that are the remains of their hind legs, but these bones can only be seen
on the inside of the whale. No one knows why whales lift the land to live in the water. How-
ever, scientists can surmise that when the whales changed their enviranment. their bodies
underwent a change-taking on a more fish-like appearance. This new form offered less re-
sistance to the water, enabiing the whales to swim faster.

Despite their fish-like form, whales are nct fish. a whale will drown. just as a man will, if it
stays under water too long. When a whale is under water. it closes its nostrils tightly and
holds its breath. The air in its lungs becomes very hot and full of water vapour. When the
whale rises to the surface and exhales. its hot breath produces a column of water vapor that
rises high in the air. A man produces the same effect when he exhales warm air on a cold
morning.

Whales are classified as mammails because they bear their young, rather than laying eggs.
and because the mother whales give the babies milk. Like other mammals, whales have
warm blood. Their blood stays at the same temperature., even when they move from hot to
cold water. They keep warm in coid water because they have a thick layer of fat just under
their skins. This fat is called blubber. and it is thicker on whales that spend their lives in
cold water. Almost all land mammals. except man, have hair on their bodies tc keep them
warm, but whales, which have very few hairs. are kept warm by their fat.

A baby whale’s size at birth depends on the size of its mother. For example. a sulphur whale
measuring 80 feet gave birth to a 5-foot baby that weighed 8 tons. Another whale, 50 feet
iong, gave birth to a 21-foot baby.

Whales do not bear young more often than every two years. The births are usually single
hirths, but there have been instances of whale twins. Mother whales show a great deal of
affection for their young.. if the baby whale is killed, the mother will stay close to it for a
long time. The young grow very rapidly: during their first three or four years. And, although
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no ane is certain how long a whate iives, the normal life span is probably tess than 100
SEATE,

“here are two main grouss of whales . those with teeth and those without teeth. Whales that
=ave no teeth have bristles in their mouths to strain their food. When a whale of this kind
eats. he opens his mouth and swims into a mass of shrimp or small fish. As he closes his
mauth, he pushes the water out with his tongue (which weighs aimost a ton). The food
stays on the bristles. These whales feed at or near the surface of the water.

“he cther group of whales have teeth to catch the slippery fish they eat. They have larger
throats than the toothless whales. because they eat larger fish.

¢ ' uge sulphur-bottorr: whales, mentioned previously, are of the bristle or batten type.
“ne biggest whales with teeth are the sperm whales. which grow to a length of 70 feet. The
spermaceti they contain is a waxy substance that was once used for making candies. When
+ sperm whale is sick, it gives off ambergris, another waxy substance, that is sometimes
found floating in the sea. Ambergris is used as a base for expensive perfumes.

At ong time whale oil was used as lamp fuel, but this use declined with the introduction of
tevosene as a lamp fuel. However, whale oit is still used in making soap, for oiling machin-
ery . tor treating leather. in making margarine, and in the manufacture of glycerin for explo-
snies. Sperm oil, the highest quality whale oil, is often used for lubricating sewing machines
and watches.

~ certury ago, whale bristies were used to make stiffening for ladies corsets and ribs for
smbrellas. Today, they are used to make brushes, mattress suffering , and other useful
itams. Whale meat is eaten by cattle and poultry. as well as by people. Toc some people it
nas a taste similar to beef. Finally . the carcass of the whale is used to make fertilizer.

vwhaling used to be hard and dangerous work. A ship went on a iong voyage to find whales.
Wher, one was sighted, some of the men grabbed their harpoons and jumped into a small
:oat. They rowed the boat out to where the whale was and harpooned it. It usually tock
saveral hours of hard struggle before the whale was conquered and could be towed back to
tae ship. During this struggle the whale might easily overturn the small boat unless the men
were careful to keep the boat out of the whale’s way.

Ynday, a whaling ship is a sort of factory. Modern harpoons are shot from guns, and some
arp electrified to kill the whale instantly. Airplanes radio the location of a herd of whales to
-« ship. Fast motor boats are used to chase the whales. And steam winches are used to haul
114 whales aboard ship. in fact, modern whalers are so efficient that whales are in danger of
tecoming extinct.

_.omprehension exercises
Recalling the facts
1) What is ambergris used to make?
2) When whales spout, what did they let out?
37 What length may whales reach?
. Understanding the text
. 1) When a baby whale is killed, why did its mother usually ‘stay in the same area?
: 2) Why wouid whales find living on land dnﬁwuﬂ nowz?.- . My
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3. True or false
1) Whales can grow to 110 feet long, and weigh between 90 and 100 tons.
2) A baby whale’s size at birth has nothing to do with its mother.
3) Whaling is hard and dangerous now.
4) Millions of years ago. whales lived on land and walked on four legs.

Vocabulary exercise
1) resistance Y
“This new form offered less resistance to the water. enabling the whales tc swim
faster. ”
A.making a stand B. causing aggravation
C. minor distress D. power of withstanding
2) classified

“Whales are classified as mammais because they bear their young, rather than laying
eggs, and because the mother whales give the babies milk. ”
A. to share cultural characteristics B. to be listed secretly
C. to be divided D. to be placed according to category
3) lubricating

“Sperm oil, the highest quality whale oil, is often used for lubricating sewing machines
and watches. ”

A. checking and repairing B. piacing in categories
C. preventing errors in D. oiling for smooth running
4) carcass
“Finally, the carcass of the whale is used to make fertilizer. ”
A. internai organs only B. remains of an animal body
C. a specific part of the skin D. the lower part of an animal

5) conquered

“It usually took several hours of hard struggle before the whale was conquered. ”
A. to be subjugated B. to be mistreated
C. to defeat or subdue D. to be taken alive

8) efficient

“In fact, modern whalers are so efficient that whales are in danger of becoming extinct.

34

A. having great capability B. having uncontrolied power

C. very dangerous D. overly mechanical
Cloze
There are two main groups of whales. those with teeth and those without teeth.,
that have no teeth have bristlesin ____ _ mouths to strain their food. Whena _ of
this kind eats, he opens his _______ and swims into a mass of shrimp smaill fish,
As he closes his mouth, _______ pushes the water out with his tongue (which weighs al-
mostaton). ___ food stays on the bristles. These whales feed at or near the surface

of the water.

BRI

1. enormous (= big, huge) ELA'#)
2. resistance #iIE

3. nostril #F

4. vapor (=gaslike form of a liquid, often caused by a sudden change of temperature) &=
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tc exhale (= to breathe out ) #:4
- mammals ( =. an animal of the type which is fed when young on milk from the mother’s
body ) W3
. blubber #iji5
<. bristles (=short,stif* coarse hair) K ijfE{ £
. sulfur-bottom whale [ =blue whale) &
- spermaceti (=a waxy material found in the head of the sperm whale and used in making
skin creams,candles etc. ) BifS
ambergris (=a waxy substance produced in part of the body of a large sea animal ,used
in the production of rleasant-smelling liquids) JEEFH
U kerosene Kl
..margarine  AEE M
Si.glycerin . H M
! . lubricating  TEE
[s:corset (= a very tight-fitting undergarment worn. esp. , by women, to give shape to the
waist and hips) {3 & % £ i
Cipedltry BB
i< fertilizer  (=chemicai or natural substance that is put on the tand t make crops grow
better) BBk}
 harpoon fa X

Time rate conversion chart

Min: Sec. wWpPM Min : Sec. WrPM Min: Sec. WPM
1:00 997 1130 220 8:00 124
1:30 66 : 199 1 8:30 117
2:00 49”7 181 ; 9,00 . 110
2:30 397 | 166 9,30 104
3:00 33. 6250 153 | 10:00 99
3:30 281 7100 142 J 10:30 95

4:00 243 ase 132 | 11:00 90




3 Engineers of the woods
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In the forests of North America. where the winters are often long and cold, small ponds can
be found along the streams. Sometimes these ponds are natural; sometimes they are man-
made; and sometimes they are man-made: and sometimes they are the constructicns of
beavers. You can tell a beaver pond by its dam. To make the dams. they beavers lay sticks
and branches on top of each other to form an effective barrier against the water of the
siream. Near the dam the beavers lay sticks and branches. Usually this mound is similar to
a small island surrounded by the water of the pond. This is the house where a beaver family
spends the winter, protected from its enemies and from the cold. The beavers are able to
keep dry in the center of the house:. which is above water level.

Tne beavers work hard to make their house. They cut down trees. gather branches and
twigs. and put them together with mud. Most of the summer is spent in this kind of work . but
in winter the beavers’ work proves worthwhile. Their house protects them even from bears.

During the American Revolution. when the armies made roads through the woods, they often
tore down the beaver dams to drain swaps and make dry roads. However, the beavers re-
turned again and again to their former dam-sites and rebuilt their dams. Thus, in a very
short time, the roads were under water again.

The beaver is related to other rodenrts. or gnawing animals. such as rats. mice and squir-
rals. The beaver, however. is much bigger than its rodent cousins. An adult beaver may
weigh more than 50 oounds . and his body may be about three feet long. His tail will add ten
cr twelve more inches to his length. Hic hind feet are webbed., which helps him swim rapid-
ly. His front paws zre similar to a pair of strong hand. With them he can carry logs and
stones. His eyes, nose and ears are small. but he has two huge front teeth. These teeth are
ajways growing, and he must keep them sharpened by constant use. The teeth of an adult
beaver are yellow from the bark of trees that he gnaws.

The beaver’s tail is particularly usetul. it is broad and oval, in the shape of a paddle btade.
He uses it as an oar or rudder when he is in the water, and to balance himself when he is sit-
ting on the ground. He often uses his tail to strike the ground as a warning to other beavers
that danger is near. He can remain under water for ten minutes, using his tail as a sort of
propeller.

Men attach great value to the beaver because of his fur. The beaver has practically disap-
peared from Europe because fur hunters and trappers killed so many beavers for their pelts.
The beaver might easily have become extinct in America, too. but laws were passed to pro-
tect the beavers before they were all killed.
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The beaver likes family life, and lives with the same mate all of his life. Several young usu-
ally two or five - are born every year. The little beavers stay with their parents two years
nefore mating and setting out on their own. The whole family lives in the same mound. or
todge. Generally there are several lodges in the same area, and the beaver families heip
sach other in their community life. They share the work of building dams, constructing
rnounds, and raising the young (who require more space to live each year. )

When there are too many beavers in one place. some of them will start a new colony in an-
ather place. They usually choose a spot near some fairly deep lake or river, where there are
irch, poplar or willow trees. The bark of the birch, poplar, or willow is eaten as food.
Then the wood is used in building.

Sometimes the lodges are built on the bank of the water, but usually they are built on an is-
iand in the water. If there is no island aiready there, the beavers make one by piling sticks
and mud on the bed of the river until the top is a few inches above the level of the water.
The top is carpeted with small pieces of wood. leaves, or moss. A dome-shaped roof of
sticks and lots of mud is then built over this “floor. ” Food for the winter is taken to the lodge
hefore the weather gets too cold. Some of it - the larger pieces - is stored on the bottom of
the lake or river, near the entrance to a tunnel leading up to the lodge. There are sometimes
sevaral such entrances, under the surface of the water. Wood that is kept under water may
be stuck in the mud, or weighted down with stones.

Beavers prefer to work at night. One beaver, in a single night, can fell.a tree that is eight
inches in diameter. Afier felling the tree, the beaver gnaws the trunk inte pieces that can be
carried. He uses these as the base for the dam. The dam is built in a straight line, or in a
surve, with the outside of the curve facing upstream. A small dam may be enlarged after
several years, in order to flood a larger surface and provide living space for more beavers.
tnder favorable conditions, a dam may last for a hundred years or more. Naturally, other
animals use these dams as bridges. forcing the beavers to keep the dams in good repair.
The dams must be strong enough tc resist the pressure of ice in the spring; and sometime
holes are made by the beavers, after heavy rains, to allow excess water to run off.

Ancther type of work beavers do is canal digging. When they have used the good trees naar
their home, they must bring more wood from farther away. To accomplish this, they may dig
a canal to float the trees to the place where they are needed.

Beaver dams help people because they prevent floods and make irrigatipn easier. It is fortu-
nate that these animais have not been aliowed to disappear completely.

Comprehension exercises
{. Recalling the facts
) Where are beaver dams are found mainly?
£) What do beavers use with in swimming?
=) Why do beavers build their dams?
7. Understanding the text
) Why are beavers protected by law?
) Judging from the text, what. are men gradually learning?
3) True or false
8. True or faise
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1) The beaver is rzalated to other rodents. or gnawing animals, such as rats, mice and
squirrels.

2) The beaver does not live family life. and lives with several mates in his lifetime.

3) Beavers prefer to work at night.

4) Besides building dams, another type of work beavers do is canal digging.

Vocabulary exercise
1) effective

“To make dams, the beavers lay sticks and branches on top of each other to form an ef-
fective barrier against the water of the stream.”
A.really outrageous B.very capable C. almost inconspicuous D.too elaborate

2) sites
“However, the beavers returned again and again to their former dam-sites and rebuiit
their dams. ”
A.places or localities B.unsightly locations C.feeding ground D.destroyed struc-
tures

3) gnawing
“The beaver is reiated to other rodents. or gnawing animals, such as rats, mice and
squirrels. ”

A. to wear away by constant biting B. to move swiftly
C. to be small D. to be a meat eater
1) extinct

“The Beaver might easily have become extinct in America, too, but laws were passed to
protect the beavers before they were all killed. ”
A.very rare B. almost suppressed C.seriously hunted D.no longer living
5) felling
“After felling the tree, the beaver gnaws the trunk into pieces that can be carried. ”
A. to finish off B. *o cut or knock down C.to climb up D.to lose balance
6) accomplish

“To accomplish this, they may dig a canal to float the trees to the place where they are
needed. ”

A. to make an agreement B. to aid someone

C. to increase by growth D. to succeed in doing
Cloze
The beaver’s tail is particularly usefut. It is broad and oval, in the of a paddie-
blade. Heuses it ______ an oar or rudder when he is the water, and to balance
himself when _ is sitting on the ground. He often his tail to strike the
ground as warning to other beavers that danger is . He can remain under

water for ten minutes. using his tail as a sort of propeller.

HEER

1. beaver ( =a type of water and land animal of the rat family with a broad flat tail and
valuable fur ) 18

2. barrier {( = something placed in the way in order to prevent ) Fffi

3. twigs ( = a small thin woody stem branching off from a branch on a tree ) 44

4. swamps ( = soft wet land ) @ ¥

‘5. rodents (= a member of the family of small plant-eating animals with strong sharp

11



(E)O\IGE

9. rudder fE
10. pelt T

i1. extinct ( = no longer existiong )

teeth)
squirrel AR
to gnaw ( = keep biting something until destroyed )
paddie-blade I H

12. birch [EIHs

13. poplar H#
14. dome-shaped #tTREIfY
15. diameter ( = a straight line going from side to side through the center of circle )

16. irrigation

B
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Time rate conversion chart

L7

H2i?

}' Min: Sec. WPM Min: Sec. wWPM Min: Sec. wWPM
C o 1:00 1038 | 1:30 230 8:00 130
. 1:30 692 L 5.00 208 8:30 122
| 2.00 519 | 5:30 189 9:00 115
2,30 415 [ 6.00 173 9:30 109
3.00 346 | 6:30 160 10:00 104
L 3:30 297 | 7500 148 10:30 99
| 4:00 260 L7130 138 11:00 94
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