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Preliminary Discussion on Fragile Environment Study
Liu Yanhua

(Institute of Geography, Chinese Academy of Sciences
and China National planing Committe)

Abstract

Recently, Problem of environment and development has become the
world wide concern, while the fragile environment is one of the key subject
of the problem.This paper discusses the essential characters of fragile env-
ironment and proposes approaches for the study. It aims at providing ha-
sic references for the further consideration.

The paper begins with difining the fragile environment as an ecosystem
which is sensitive to the changes of the factors and the sustaining capacity,
as a whole, is weak, Followed lhat, the paper discusses key characters of
the fragile environment----sensitivity and unsustainability, in detail,

With regards to the classification of fragile environment types, the
paper suggestes three classification principles, (1) combine leading factors
with the integrated impact; (2) analyze with consideration of multural--
levels; and.(3)serve for the utilization of resources. Then, the paper de-
signs the outline of fragile environment classification,

Related to the indicator system in fragile environment siudy, the pa-
per, from systematic point of view, indicates ways and means inidentifying
indicators by terms of qualitive, structural and quantitative analyze,Concer-
ned with the major factors of _resourses--environment--population--develop-
ment, the paper suggests feasible approaches for key factor analyzes, degree
of fragilify analyzes and sustaining capability analyses for quantitative
studies,

Key words. Fragility, Environment, Characters, Types, Indicators
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