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1. People Learn More Outside
the Classroom

[ AMARIMRBRAIRES ]

I believe that we get more knowledge
outside the classroom than we do inside. A
classroom can give us only limited kinds of
information. If we look at the beginning of
civilization, for example, we will note that
people back then did not have formal classro-

oms, get many of them were well informed.
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There were no classrooms to teach the first
men how to plant or how to build houses. The
great early poets of the first and second cen-
turies didn’t learn their poems in a class-
room ,nor did the women find out how to sew
their clothes there.

Let me use another approach to support
my opinion. Suppose there were two chil-
dren, the first limited to getting his knowl-
edge entirely from the classroom,the second
one is able to get information from any
source. Which child learns more? Most likely
the second one because he would learn from
his environment, from his parents, from the
books he read, from TV, and from private
study.

Both history and common sense suggest,
therefore , that the greatest source of useful,

practical knowledge comes from outside the
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school. What we get in a classroom 1is not on-
ly a small part of that total ,but of a special-

ized and abstract nature.
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2. Going Abroad to Study
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Some people think it worthwhile to study
abroad. One advantage is that going abroad to
study takes us to a different culture ,environ-
ment and langunage. In a different culture, we
can meet people who think differently from
the way we do and who don’t always agree
with our ideas about life or politics or family
or even friendship. When we study in such an
environment , we are exposed to different and
sometimes disturbing news, and this experi-
ence tests our own values and makes us eval-
uate why we think the way we do. We can
bear very different opinions from what we
have heard before and have an opportunity to
ask questions about these very different per-
ceptions from the people who live there. An-

other advantage is that it is very effective for
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us to go to the country in which the language
is spoken. In the country,we are surrounded
by the language that we are learning,and we
are forced to use it whether or not we feel
like it, so we can learn more rapidly and
more easily.

While other people believe there are
more disadvantages to studying abroad. For
example, we often pay high transportation
costs as well as high tuition and living expen-
ses. When we first go abroad ,we have trouble
knowing what to do and how to do it. We
don’t know where to shop or how to deal with
a new banking system or how to use public
transportation. When we get into trouble, to
whom can we turn for advice or security or
reassurance? Also, we are surrounded by
people who have such a different culture that

we feel completely out of place and very

<0



lonely sometimes. Our isolation may cause us
to feel very sad.

Despite these negative possibilities. I
think the advantages of studying abroad far
outweigh the disadvantages. It is important
for our future that we overcome the disadvan-
tages. Ultimately, if we overcome our fears
and culture shock, going to study abroad is
very beneficial to discipline our will , Improve
our minds, and promote our cultural under-

- standing.
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