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The world hardly needs more poster materials for the plight of
land-mine victims. But Motala is so innocent. The 38-year-old Asian
elephant stepped on a land mine deep in the wartorn jungle in southern
Burma while rummaging for food on a break from her heavy workload.
She was part of an ugly, illegal trade® her Thai mahout, or trainer and
owner, had been hired by loggers to illegally harvest and haul the
- heavy trunks of valuable teak trees that grow in the jungle. The ma-
hout, Somwang Arunwiriya, had heard of the Elephant Hospital in
northern Thailand, and decided to try to recoup his loss: the elephant
had cost $ 8,000 — four times the average annual income in Thailand
— four years ago. For three days, he and Motala walked through
thick, mountainous jungle across the Thai border, then hired a truck
to carry them the rest of the way. The elephant’s injured limb became
badly infected. As Motala staggered into the hospital, onlookers wept.
The animal was in such terrible pain that hospital workers swore they
saw tears fall from Motala’s eyes, too.

Motala’s tale has swept Thailand with a wave of emotion. Until
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this century, elephants formed the backbone of Thailand’s economy
and army, doing everything from hauling goods to carrying soldiers
and kings into battle. The elephant is Thailand’ s revered national
symbol. Following the accident, newspapers featured Motala on page
one, with daily features on latest developments—what she had eaten,
doctors’ comments, debate over the role of the mahout. Concerned
Thais donated nearly $ 110,000 to support an operation to save her
leg. Thailand’ s leading veterinarians and orthopedic surgeons volun-
teered their expertise. As the crusade to save Motala grabbed the head-
lines, her sad story revived growing concerns about the plight of Thai-
land’s beleaguered elephants.

The Elephant Hospital’ s operating room was little more than a
concrete floor in the forest, with a tin roof high overhead on poles. An
electricity plant loaned one of its heavy cranes for moving the patient.
A giant sling and a cot were constructed from a firefighting hose.
Technically, Motala’s operation wasn’ t complicated. But how, exact-
ly, do you operate on a 2.7-ton elephant? “You improvise,” says a
member of the operating team. To clean the wound before the opera-
tion began two weeks ago, doctors packed a jumbo-size black plastic -
trash bag with antiseptic-soaked cloths and strapped Motala’s foot in-
side—cotton swabs just wouldn’t do.

(2] : The best title for this passage is

A. An Elephant as the Victim of a Land-mme

B. The Crusade in Thailand to Help an Elephant

C. Thailand Stirred by Misfortune of an Elephant

D. Illegal Trade of Teak Trees in Burma
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[t was a feel-good scene in post-war Kosovo. British NATO
troops hosted a barbecue to celebrate fixing up the Our Happiness
Kindergarten in Pristina. Ethnic Albanian children aged 4 to 7 joined
hands and sang, in English, “I’m a free, free child in this free, free
world. " The new ethnic Albanian headmistress, Afudita Mulla,
looked on approvingly. “We must teach children not to hate anyone,”
she said. So when classes opened last week, for the first time in a
decade there were no longer separate entrances and walls down the
middle of the halls to keep Albanians and Serbs apart. “The doors,”
said Mulla, “are open for everybody.”

Yet not a single Serb came through those doors to register a child,
even though the shabby apartment blocks that surround Our Happiness
were full of Serbs and their children before the summer. “Some went
on their own, and some we forced out,” bragged a 7-year-old Albanian
girl. Then 9-year-old Laurant, a serious-faced redhead, pulled a gun-
metal-gray automatic pistol out from under his T shirt; it was only a
toy, but it looked large and frighteningly real in his hand. “What are
you going to do with that?” an adult asked him. “Kill Serbs,” he

- replied without hesitation.

The armies of Albanian children who feel like that are part of the
reason that Serbs continue to leave Kosovo. The United Nations high
commissioner for refugees reckons only 50,000 of 200,000 Serbs who
were there before the war remain today. Officially, Albanian leaders
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pay lip service to the ideal of a multiethnic society. But the kids either
aren’ t listening—or know what their parents really think. “Now it
should only be Albanians here,” said Viera Halili, an 11-year-old girl
with a hard edge to her voice, “because (the Serbs) wanted it to be
only Serbs, and they lost.” Her mother, Buki, disagreed: “For me
it’s possible for Serbs and Albanians to live together,” she said. Her
daughter would have none of it. “It’s their turn to leave their homes,”
she said.

Gangs of small children often throw rocks at elderly Serbs or shoot
them with pellet guns, screaming the only words they know in Serbo-
Croatian — the curses they grew up hearing from Serbian soldiers and
police. “Children didn’ t know Serbs who were not cops,” said
Shkelzen Maligi, a liberal ethnic-Albanian philosopher who runs the
Soros Fund for an Open Society in Kosovo.

[%)& : What information have you get from the passage about Happi-
ness Kindergarten?

A. It is run by the Serbs.

B. A woman is in charge of this kindergarten.

C. Tt has enrolled both Albanian and Serb children.

D. It is funded by Soros.

BINERREIERI A AREM B BRI R, R ET
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The philosophers tell us that art consists essentiality , not in per-

forming 2 moral act, but in making a thing, a work, in making an ob-
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ject with a view not to the human good of the agent, but to the exigen-
cies and the proper good of the object to be made, and by employing
ways of realization predetermined by the nature of the object in ques-
tion.

Art thus appears as something foreign in itself to the sphere of the
human good, almost as something inhuman, and whose exigencies
nevertheless are absolute: for, needless to say, there are not two ways.
of making an object well, of realizing well the work one has conceived—
—there is but one way, and it must not be missed.

The philosophers go on to say that this making activity is princi-
pally and above all an intellectual activity. Art is a virtue of the intel-
lect, of the practical intellect, and may be termed the virtue proper to
working reason.

But then, you will say, if art is nothing other than an intellectual
virtue of making, whence comes its dignity and its ascendancy among
us? Why does this branch of our activity draw to it so much human
sap! Why has one always and in all peoples admired the poet as much
as the sage?

There are two things to be considered here. On the one hand,
whatever the nature and the utilitarian ends of the art envisaged, it
participates byiits object in something superhuman, since it has as its
object to creatiibe uty. Is not beauty a transcendental, a property of
being, one of ‘the Divine Names? “The being of all things derives from
the Divine Beauty,” says Saint Thomas. In this respect, then, the
artist imitates God, Who made the world by communicating to it a
likeness of His beauty.

On the other hand, to create a work of beauty is to create a work
on which shines the radiance or the splendor, the mystery of a form,

in the’metaphysical sense of this word, of a ray of intelligibility and
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truth, of an irradiation of the primal brilliance. And no doubt the
artist perceives this form in the created world, whether exterior or in-
terior: he does not discover it complete in the sole contemplation of his
creative spirit, for he is not, like God, the cause of things. But it is
his eye and his spirit that have perceived and uncovered it; and it must
itself be alive within him, must have taken on human life in him, must
‘-hve in his intelligence with an intellectual life and in his heart and his
~2flesh with a sensitive life, in order for him to be able to communicate it
to matter in the work he makes.
Thus the work bears the mark of the artist; it is the offspring of
his soul and his spirit.
[AJ&&: Art appears as something foreign in itself to the sphere of the
human good, because
A. art is performing a moral act
B. the object of art is to the human good of the agent
C. the object of art is to the good of the object to be made
D. art is employing ways determined by artists
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Until recently, 29-year-old Alejandro (El Mosh) Echevarria was
known around the campus of the National Autonomous University of

Mexico (UNAM) mostly for his rants against capitalism. In these
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days of Mexico’s free-market economy, it might seem easy to dismiss
him as an anachronism. But now Echevarria and other radicals are the
government s biggest obstacle to ending a four-month-old student
strike at UNAM, one of the largest universities in the Western Hemi-
sphere. “The institution wants students to serve the multinational com-
panies,” Echevarria says. “They are refocusing the curriculum for the
capitalists.

The strike has taken on new meaning since it started April 20 as
protest over a plan to raise annual tuition from four cents to $ 145. At
first, it enjoyed widespread support among students and the public.
But after the administration abandoned the tuition proposal, the most
radical strikers came up with a new list of demands aimed at giving
students more control over the running of the university. As the strike
has dragged on in a series of failed negotiations and traffic-stopping
protests, many strikers who consider themselves moderates say they
have been squeezed out of the debate. Now a hard-core group of a few
thousand students—out of a total of 270,000—remains barricaded in-
side the campus, holding it hostage in an already lost battle for the na-
tion’ s ideological soul.

Even as Mexico has privatized state companies and opened its bor-
ders to U.S. goods, UNAM has clung to its radical past. Throughout
the 1970s, the university expanded its enrollment and academic stan-
dards dropped. More companies started hiring from private schools.
(In the last 13 vears. management jobs in small and medium manufac-
turing plants filled by UNAM graduates have fallen 42 percent. )

The strikers have one advantage in the standoff with the govern-
ment: 1968. That year soldiers opened fire on a demonstration in the
Tlatelolco Plaza in downtown Mexico City, killing hundreds—some
say thousands—of UNAM students. That massacre is why President



