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1 B, AWKZHHE. BFHNEIBW
1 The Tiger Hill Pagoda, landmark of the water country
of Suzhou. (From behind the Tiger Hill.)
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2 The fishing season starts as Lake Taihu tums blue and
reeds begin shooting out, (Chongshan Village. Guangfu
Town, Suzhou.)
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3 Linger over the ancient city are endless historical tales.
(By Wumen Bridge. Suzhou.)

4 [EBE i, B LEMEE BTAMNRRSAL:
4 The brick-carved galeway laden with history. (East
Dongting Hill, Suzhou.)
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5 BHERR OFENEBENA. GEFAMT 50
5 The ancient bridge becomes more attractive when

attired in a thin layer of sncw. (Qutside Qimen Gate,

Suzhou.)
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Foreword
‘B_y Yi Ran

The wise man takes delight in vibrant waters.
Many a people would feel warmly attached to
the water country in Suzhou. The water country
in the southern Yangtze River Delta has been
synonymous to elegance, divinity. and
abundance for hundreds of years.

The water city is a fair of the water country,
while the water alleys, the quintessence of the
city, impart an alluring appeal almost to
everyone. The folks live right over the waters,
their life focused on the waters, and intertwined
with nature with a sense of ease and security.
The water alleys impress the visitors above
anything else, their grace and spontaneity
outshining all other things of interest. The
dwellings stand gracefully by the water, like lotus
sprouting out of water. The ever-present flowing
waters, as if from nowhere, give people such easy
access that they simply have to step aboard a
boat and row down the water to visit a friend. If
they want to buy some daily necessities, they
would just walch out for the boats coming and
going under the windows to find some boats
bringing goods for the town folk. In moments
of repose. one may sit by the window, facing
the water and sky, reading or contemplating the
Tang poems and recalling the lines, "Behold
when you come to Suzhou, houses all pillowed
upon waters." or "countless sails gliding by."
Well, there are actually no sails on the canals of
Suzhou. There are only sculls. So you might
rewrite the line as "waiting for the countless
sculling boats (o pass by." What to expect? The
past romances and moving tales would come to
mind. The lute music and ballad singing may
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come across the air, telling the story of some lovers.

The scenes of Suzhou's water alleys are
variegated. Spring and autumn, morning and dusk,
the pictures are all different. Truly endless is the
description about them either in words or in
paintings.

As for bridges, a walk down a few alleys is
like going through an exposition of bridges. A
bridge is invariably seen within a few steps. and
one easily loses track of their number. Each of

them is a literary allusion of this ancient city, an

incitement on the imagination. In fact, there are
over 300 bridges in this Venetian city. A work with
so many descriptions would certainly be eye-
catching to the reader.

Bridges are where visitors get to understand
the folk customs. By the bridges stand dwellings
shaded under green foliage and reflected in water.
Here and there by the canals, women are doing their
washing, thrashing their laundry with a beating

rhythm, sometimes echoing off the cadence — a
nostalgic sight. The girls walk briskly down the
bridges wearing the traditional jackets with cloth-
coiled buttons and carrying a delicate grace about
them. Then, there are Pygmalion-like flower
girls passing by, sending an enchanting scent of
fresh-dewed flowers. The bridges are like a stage
to spotlight the native girls.

Having passed so many bridges. one would
find life more relaxed at an unhurried pace.
That's probably why few natives are quick-
tempered. As if with a born ease of mind. they
savour life and the beauty of nature in full.

Along the water alley there are low
balustrade and quays, in contrast to the tall walls
that separate neighboring houses, some of which
have gates rimmed with granite stones. Together
with the ancient wells and houses hanging water's
edge, they afford picturesque scenes.

Upon entering the narrow alley. the
prominent impression is the quietude. Suzhou
distinguishes itself from other cities by its
tranquility, instead of bustle, which is strongly
felt in the deep alleys. in the stone slab pavement.
the tall fire walls, and the stone rimmed
doorways, behind which reside the traditional
houses. The disposition of the natives. as well
as the quict screnity in the narrow alleys. have
lingered for so long, springing out of the Song
hand-bound classical books, from the celadon
ware of the Ming and Qing dynasties, and from
the mellow singing and flute music of the Kunqu
Opera fans, and from the floating towers and
pavilions of classical Suzhou gardens.

The small alleys strike different notes in the
hearts of people, and so much has been written
about them by poets like Bai Juyi and Du Xunhe
that there is some space left only for painters to
fill in. Of the visual art, photography is perhaps




the area in which the contemporaries may give
full play to their creativity. The approach of
photographers will not. naturally, be drastically
different from that of poets and painters, as from
the current album, "Water Country of Suzhou ",
one can easily discern the flavour of poetry and
painting.

To those interested in the photographic art
of Suzhou gardens, it is widely acknowledged
both in China and overseas that Mr. Chen
Jianxing's works have become their classic
model. His passion and skill have presented to
us the most enchanting instant for the beauty of
the pavilions, towers, terraces, and rocks of
Suzhou classical gardens. Now. his new works
make it clear (o us that this photographic artist,
so warmly attached to the beauty of the southern
areas of the Yangtze River, is also a discoverer
of the beauty of the water country. The
personalized, poetic expression, by his capture
of the details of the water alleys, gives us an
exhilarating and unforgettable experience and
echoes in our imaginations.

Let us enter the water country, the water
city, and the water alleys of Mr. Chen Jianxing’s
works with patient anticipations and acquaint
ourselves with the other world in his heart.

6 XECEEDIOBE, RSIBTHBASEN,
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6  The covered corridor spanning a small canal attracts

attention of visitors. (By Yinma Bridge. Suzhou.)

7 BEEY sEEE BEmALm. —Hd
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7  Washing by the rippling waters in the moming haze. a
deepened feel of nostalgia. (Tongli Town, Wujiang.)
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Bridges in Suzhou

The city of Suzhou abounds in bridges. Bai Juyi, noted
poet in the Tang Dynasty, described them this way: "Green
waters flow in all directions, there are 390 red-railed bridges."
"The stone Map of Pingjiang" from the Song Dynasty
illustrates 314 bridges, and "Annals of Wuxian County"
records 308 bridges in the area during the late Qing period.

There were on the average 15 bridges in every square

kilometer, the density of bridges even surpassing that in

Venice, Italy.

The gracefully shaped bridges in Suzhou are in a
varieties of forms: geometrically shaped arched bridges,
three-arch bridges, single-arch bridges, pointed arch
bridge, semi-circular bridges, pavilion bridges. flat
bridges. bridges with steps, bridges spanning over alleys,
dry bridges, covered bridges, etc. They are the most typical
architecture in this Venetian city, and from the ingenuity
and diversification of their construction has evolved a
unique culture of bridges.

8 ERHLESRTOSUR . OEIEEES, BEYH
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8 The Precious Belt Bridge built on the glistening Grand Canal. (By
the Precious Belt Bridge of Suzhou.)

9 . BRLGEAZRN M. (EFIMNEE
9 Bridges are the thresholds to the homes of the ancient water-bound

towns. (Luzhi Town, Suzhou.)
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10 “More bridges than pavements™ is no big exag
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geration here. (Zhouzhuang Town. Kunshan.)
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n The green creepers strike a note of passion in the dreams of many natives ol Suzhou. (Zhouzhuang. Kunshan.)
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