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07 Eurapeon Glossware
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Foreword

B The primitive simplicity of pottery, the exquisite brilliance of porcelain and the crystal
clarity of glassware have been the artists' favour from time immemorial. These works of
art have played an important role in continuing cultural antiquity and helping us
understand how they were created and handed down. The quality of European
glassware and ceramics improved enormously when modern science and
technology were used in their production. The movement known as Art

Nouveau, which took place between the 19th century and early 20th

century, gave a vivid and exuberant characteristic to glassware and

ceramics produced during that period. A lot of artists took part in the

production process, each of them putting in their artistic ideas and

transforming those ideas into forms that are perfect combinations of

art and technology. B There are many masterpieces among the

~ various kinds of European glassware and ceramics in the collection of

the Shanghai Museum. These elegant objects are one important

component of the Museum's collection. This exhibition consists of two parts:

glassware and ceramics, and they reflect the art trend in Europe from the

19th century to the early 20th century. Bl This exhibition will greatly help us
understand the technological developments in modern European glassware

and ceramics, as well as the creative and artistic activities of the artists involved. It

will benefit research and exchange of ideas on arts and crafts worldwide.

Chen Xiejun
Director of the Shanghai Museum
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European Glassware and

Ceramics in Modern Period

Liu Gang

In the 19th century the economy in Europe developed on
an unprecedented scale through successive stages of the
Industrial Revolution. Material wealth was abundantly
accumulated. Mechanized production of glass and ceramics
led to increased output while costs were reduced. Glassware
and ceramics gradually became available to the common
people for everyday use. To avoid art creation from being
separated from industrial production, a lot of artists ardently
took part in the designing and making of glassware and
ceramics. Products made under such circumstances have a

vitality that reflects the social background of this unique era.
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