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Lao Zi

Lao Zi was Taishanglaojun, the founder of Taoism. His birth was legendary. It’s said that he was
a spirit tuming into an air stream and reincarnated himself through a virgin lady, who had been
pregnant for eighty-one years before giving birth to him in Qurenli of Laixiang in Ku County, Chu
State. He came out from the left armpit of his mother under a plum tree. No sooner was he born than
he began to utter words, saying while pointing to the plum tree: “I will choose this as my surname. ”
Therefore his name was Li Er, alias Boyang. Since his hair turned gray upon his birth he was called
Lao Zi or Lao Dan.

Lao Zi had many an incarnate in history. In the reign of Zhou Dynasty he was an official in charge
of classics. When he foresaw the declining of Zhou Dynasty, he rode on a buffalo traveling to the
Western Regions to civilize the tribes there. Confucius once consulted Lao Zi and was greatly in-
spired, saying to his disciples: “I have seen Lao Zi and he is like a cloud-riding dragon. ” During the
reign of Qin Dynasty, he was seen on the banks of Xia River, known as the Man-On-Water. During
the reign of Emperor Wen of Han Dynasty, he was known as Guang Chengzi, presenting Emperor Wen
“Tao Te Ching” Volumes 1 and 2. During the reign of Emperor Ming of Wei Dynasty, he made his
presence on Songshan Mountain, presenting the book “Xin Ke Fu Lu” to Kou Qianzhi, the Taoist
priest. During the reign of Emperor Xuan of Tang Dynasty, he preached “Jin Kui Ling Fu” and “Miac
Zhen Fu” . In the Zhenghe second year of Song Dynasty, he made his presence in the Cave of
Huayang Mountain.

According to  “Xu Bo Wu Zhi”, in the Wude third year of Tang Dynasty there was a man in
Jinzhou named Ji Shanxing, who saw an old man in white in Yangjiao Mountain. The old man said to
him: “Please tell the Emperor of Tang Dynasty. I am Taishanglaojun, his ancestor.” Then the Fm-

peror built the temple in honor of Lao Zi, entitling him Emperor Xuan Yuan.
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Lord Mu

Lord Mu, alias Junming, was named Ni. Before the Creation he was born on the blue sea and in
the holy mountain. Having an instinct of imposing patience, he conformed to the nature, pursued
Taoism and nourished all things on earth. He could emit masculine shines and controlled the East.
Also called the Lord of East, he was responsible for the affairs concerning human death and masculine
immortality. Once he climbed to the high platform on the Ding Mao Day (the fourth of the twelve
Earthly Branches), overlooking the ranks for those who got away from the mortal world and became
immortal. There were nine ranks: the first rank was Jiutian Zhenhuang; the second Santian Zhen-
huang; the third Taishang Zhenren; the forth Feitian Zhenren; the fifth Lingxian; the sixth Zhenren;
the seventh Lingren; the eighth Feixian and the ninth Xianren. On the day to Heaven, those who were
awarded the certain ranks would go to call on Lord Mu and Mother Jin, and they were given assign-
ments before they went to Heaven or to the immortal world. And then they could call on Tai-
shanglaojun and inspect the origin of nature. In the early years of Han Dynasty, a group of kids were
singing songs on the roadsides: “Dressed in black skirts towards the heavenly entrance, calling on
Mother Jin and Lord Mu to pay their respects. ” People were confused about the song until one day
Zhang Liang went to see those kids. He told others later that they were Lord Mu’s jade kids.
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