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LESSON ONE
The First Lesson

Jext

A Question of Pronunciation

This happened in London. It was Novem-
ber and the weather was very wet and cold.
A Frenchman had caught a very bad cold.
He coughed day and night. So he decided to
go and get some medicine for his cough. As he
did not know much English, he got out his dic-
tionary and looked up the word “cough”. But
the dictionary did not tell him how to- pro~
nounce the wqrd. He thought_lt over and remem-
bered that he had learned. the word “plough”.
He rcmembgfed that it was pronounced [plaul.
So he thought that c«o—u—g—h must be pro-
nounced [kau].
He put on his coat and hat and went to a
chemist’s shop. When the man in the shop asked
e I o



him what he wanted, the Frenchman said:
“I want something for my cow, please.”
The man in the shop looked at him. Had
he heard him correctly?
“I beg your pardon, sir?”
The Frenchman repeated: “I want sonrc
medicine for my cow.” o
“For your cow?” asked the man. “Are you

a farmer?”

THSEDY

a-CCT)

™,
A
.

“A farmer?” said the Frenchman in sur-
prise. ' “Why ‘do you think 'm a farmer? I
come from Paris. I’'m not a farmer.” '

* “Whefe is your cow, then?” asked the man
in the shop. | ‘ |

“It’s here!” cried the Frenchman. He put

his hand on "his chest and began to cough.
e 2



“Here it is!” he said. “I’ve a very bad cow in

here.”

Only then did the man in. the shop under-
stand. It was all a question of pronunciation.

Dialogue

At a Stationer’s

(8.4. = Shop Assistant Z.H. = Zhang Hua)
S.A. What can I do for you?

Z.H.
S.A.

ZH.

S.A.
ZH.
S.A.

Z.H.
S.A.

I want a notebook.
This kind is 15 fen and this kind is 20

fen.
Have you got anything better?

’I’m_kafraid not. The better ones are all
sold out, But we’re expecting some in to-
morrow or the day after.

Well, I’'ll take a 20-fen one then. And
I’d like to see some envelopes. -

These are 15 fen a package.

I'll take two packages. |

A notebook and two packages of enve-

lopes. Anything else?



ZIHO
to?
S.A.

No, that’s all. How much does it come

Let’s see ... a notebook, 20 fen; envelopes,

30 fen. That’s 50 fen in all.

Z 4.
are.

S.A,

(Taking out a one-yuan note) Here you

L

Thank you. Here’s your change, 50 fen.

WORDS AND EXPRESSIONS

pronunciation
[pro,nansi'eifsn] n, kK&

November [nsu'vemba] n.
+—A

Frenchman ['frentfmon] n.

| HEA

get (got, got gbtten

['gotn) vt. 2k, B3

dictionary ['dikfsnori] n.

pronounce [pro'nauns] »é.

RE , ‘
plough [plau] n., v. & vi.
hat n. (HaHDETF
chemist ['kemist] n.
» 4

-

fLegx; ZRw
cow [kau] n. 4,554

correctly [ko'rektli] advw, °

ERHb

repeat [ri'pi:t] ot.
P #E _ ,

Paris ['peris] n. BLZQEE
B

chest n, Jgip

stationer ['steifsna} e
B :

assistant [o'sistont] n,
ByE, By S

s‘ell (sold, sold) »t. 2, % »
% »~

] expeet [iks'pekt] wvé.
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envelope ['enviloup] =.
EE)

package ['p=kidz] n.

(Fh/NBL ) L 3%

note n. 4K

ghange [tfeindz] =n.
#Hk

catch (a) cold G, XE

day and night § B& &b

(-

Fix,

get out KUY

look up {5 EA&; (EisLr)
R

think over {FaN%i&

in surprise {§5Hh

come from 3k B; AT

shop assistant JE 5, Zib A,
B 5

sell out 52

come to F:it; HKH

in all &3k

" NOTES

1. a very bad cold BEH,

cold 7EiX 241, BBRGR",

BERTEM, FEY.

“BH", bad i

2. get some medicine for his cough %ﬁ(iﬁ)&#{ﬂ’))

%O

4rid for FEXBEERHR",

X s

books for children JL#ti%dy,

a ticket for today &R HE,
3. But the dictionary did not tell him how to pro-
nounce the word. R AN EGHA EFE e LS,

* I



°

Fz&4G1E how to pronounce the word ZEAH{E
HiEghia tell AHEBRIE. X

Could you tell me how to get to the station?
He remembered that it was pronounced [plaul. So
he thought that c-o-u-g-h must be pronounced
[kaul. fbigfdix4-id& [plaul, BEkftilA c-o-u-g-h
—xz%& [kau], | -

was pronounced 1 must be¢ pronounced #B;%imﬁ]
Rk BHIE S, LU Bk,
Had he heard him correctly? f&%ﬁ"f{bﬂg]ﬁﬂg?

47t he #5 the man in the shop, him # the
Frenchman,
I've a very bad cow in here. #XH (G5MER) F—%
b B 4",

ENMEEALRRERB R R Bk ARG E,
{BR 6 FHbi cough [kof AR T [kaul, AWkt

 Pbie MR ki (cow) T,

4)eh here R4, fEJriA in RHRIE,
Only then did the man in the shop understand. Xif
BABRABAT,

EAIFRIEFR S BE, EREFE

The man in the shop understood only then.

%% TMRIESIEAA only, never, often %if3|
AE R, A FRIEFRBESEE, Xin

Only in this way can you improve your English,



10.

11.

AR, B iR B D HKIEATE,

Never has he seen such a huge snake. fit MR
IRUREZ SN 0] N

Often have I told you to be careful about your
spelling. W BREIFREEZBHE,

At a Stationer’s e3¢ HJE,

a stationer’s = a stationer’s shop, ZE R~ K EHE
REAMGRKE, AANA LG ERNARE ¥ &%,
X 4

the tailor’s (shop) #h&sj.

my uncle’s (house) ANAAIK.

Tom’s (house) HMHIEK,

This kind is 15 fen and this kind is 20 fen. iXfjh—
ALy, XFF A,

FET& fen (), yuan GEILARERBI RN A
B Jin (7),mu (8%, LT BB MA,

The better ones are all sold out. AL (IR
EHRT.

sell out F5%. ‘

one ZEXBETERA, R LA notebook,
EARTUR AEMHEERER, REBER, 0L,
Ik 12 iy one [,

But we're expécting some in tomorrow or the day
after. g, MBI BRRFBREHE %K,

A9 in 2RI, fKiE some @ARIE,

: e 7



the day after (tomorrow) FR, HEEE SR to-

morrow, fFL) after 5 tomorrow 2B, AiXKA& the
day before yesterday,

12,

13.

14'

16,

Well, [’ll take a 20-fer one then, Iz, WYL —F
Vi fRTE,
take 7EIXHE buy MEE,
a 20-fen one=a 20-fern notebook —Zify(—
FIHEIRE, Xm:
two three-yuan pens HEX=ITTHME,
These are 15 fen a package, xR —AES—4L,
HPAERR a BR‘B—"HER, X
three times a cay— () K=%.
Anything clse?=Would you like anything else ? {i5E
B,
How much does it come to?—3t£/b8%e
how much ZEXH &£ H % F how much money,

“how much F1 how many ¥R ‘£ HEHE,

how much %3 “B”, FA ¥ 4id:% M, I How

- much water do you want? how many 3 “H”, 1

C W 4R EM, it How many people are there in

16,

L

your family? -

a one-yuan note—iK—THPE, Xin.
a two-yuan note —IKFHITHPE,
two five-pound notes B AEEHPE,
three ten-dollar notes =3k+% 5t M=,

[
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pound () F dollar (%) £ HHEHER
pounds 1 dollars, {A7EXFKa i EZH LR,

GRAMMAR
The Past Perfect Tense (I)
ik Z5E B (—)
WHEZERMFRRELZE AR —DEZHEBRE
BT A ERFERRE, W
Class had begun when I got to the school.
REFEEHDLERT,
“F ¥R R — Bt i R, , im“ B & EERE
T RBIER” 280, FLAE fld K5e R k%%,
—, A HRZRE R
W F ek B3 7 have it % M BR had +
FE AR 27 HR,
&R EER, BEA MR RARMT:

N # o R 5 2 R

We . _ »
:°“ had finished the work | had not (hadn’t) finished
(-]
she

It
They

by six o’clock, the work by six o’clock.




Had

’ I(we)

| you finished the work by six o'clock?
’ he(she, it)

they

=, b se p i Tk

1

s 10 o

FrdiFE-MHAzHC 2RO, X—T =N
[E1% FAri7 by, at, before $MRMIGIER TR, -

By the end of last month, they had built
three ships. )

How many English words had you learned by
the end of last term?

At the age of six, she had learned to play
the piane.

The train had left before then.
R EE—HEZHDBEROEE, €5 4404,
H— i E RIEMA7E when, before, after, until, as
soon as #EWSIS, MEMITEDARTHHERE
FUEEDARTODEZHRZEREM, KR h
RRAEMHEREHRERERR, H— AR —kd
HFRR,

When I got up, the snow had stopped.

After she had finished the composition, she
went out for a walk,



The hawks all flew away before we had
fired a shot.
We had learned some English before wo came
here, R
She didn’t go to bed until her mother had
come home, i
3. %T?‘Jﬂ%%“ﬁfﬂ%lh%*ﬂf?(ﬁﬁﬁ)a ﬁ ?ﬁ T
- ERER, ﬁ*#ﬁﬁm‘&ﬁﬂﬂ"ﬁ“aﬁgﬁ”g

HERIE.
He had been at the bus stop for twenty min-
utes before a bus finally came. ©o

She said she had worked in that factory for
over six years.

She had been all right up till that time. *

We had lived here for five 'years when they
told us to move. '

BRI — 8, AA RS NS FFESEY
#hid, tn live, work, study, stay, wait, be &4 & H
Fix—H¥%, :
4, there + be FyidK5zRRATRE there had been, {2
# 2 there had not been, #t:

They finished the work ahead of -time,though
(R, BSR) there had been many difficulties.

o-1F1 o~



EXERCISES

1. For each word or phrase in Column [ find a word
or phrase of similar meaning in Column I:

I I
repeat start
day and night think something will happen
November sort
begin the paper cover of a letter
kind say or do again
expect the 11th month of the year
envelope all the time

2. Fill in each of the blanks with one of the expres-
sions given, using its proper tense form:

© " look at look for - look forward to
look into look out look round
look up

1) Caa I use your dictionary for a minute? I want
to —— a word. ’ ; o
2) Tom can’t find his pen.. He —_ it in his room
now.
3) —! That pole might fall down any moment.
4) He ____ the room through the window and saw
.« 12



