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Book 1: Stories and Exercises
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1. Business 2
+ [M] A Hard-nosed Boss
% [D]The New President

2. Crime 3
< [E] Two Ghosts
< [E] Who Sent the Tickets?

3. Current Affairs 4
% [M]The Bet
% [D] Noah's Problems

4. Daily Life 5
% [E] A Park incident
@ [M]AWar with the Machines

5. Education 7
< [E] A Dollar Per Point
< [M]ATough Professor

6. Food and Drink 8
< [E] A Professional Gambler
% [M]A Drunk

7. Free-time Activities 9
% [M] Fishing
<% [D] Horseback Riding

8. Health and Body Care 10
% [E] AreYou OK2?

% [E] A Cure for Back Pains
9. History 11




10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

Home and Family

@
Jobs and Occupations

@
Money and Properly
People

&

&
Popular Science

&

>
Services

%

-
Shopping

<

S
Social Relations

%

<
Travel

Business

Crime

[M] The Olympic Games
[M]The United Nations
[M]The Nobel Prize

12
[E] Speeding
{M] Playing Daddy
[M] A Fast Learner

14
[M] A Job Interview
[D] Job Hunting

15
[E] Three Enveiopes
[D] A Real Beauty
[D] Three Friends

16
(E] How Did tt Happen?
{M] Faith in God
[M] A Heroic Pig

18
[M] An Experiment
M} A Game

19
[M] A Money-saving Telegram
M) s aviP

21
[E] A New Shop Assistant
[M] A Parking Lot Emergency

22
[E] Cigars for the Manager
[E] A Dead Hamster

23

[E]} Three Guys on the Road
[M] A Little Kiss

25
[M] Crocodile Shoes

25
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11.

12.

13.
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Current Affairs
3

e
L3

Daily Life

Education

Food and Drink

Free-time Activities

*
Health and Body Care
History
Home and Family
<
<
Jobs and Occupations
g
<
People
-
Places

K3
L3

[M] Who Was Telling the Truth?
[O] Murder in the Family
(D1 A Bank Holdup

[E] Banning Smoking
[E] Monthly Wage for Students

[€] What a Pity
[E} Whom to?

[E] College Graduates
[M] Free Lessons
[D] A Rabbit Writing a Thesis

[M] Yes, | Wil
(M1What Do | Do Now?

{E] Hobbies

[M] My Favorite Concert
[M] Birthday Parties

[D} Five Napkins

[M] Six Months to Live

[D] A Smart Prisoner

[E] A Suspecting Husband
[M] Workplace

[E]What Did | Do This Time?

[M] A Medical Doctor

[M] ATeacher

[M] A Businessman/woman

{M] What Am

[D] Whom Would You Push Overboard?

(M] An Island Fire

[E] Can | HelpYou?

28

29

30

33

37

38

43
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14. Services

15. Social Relations
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16. Talking About Yourself
&

<*

[(M] The Busy Hospital
[MI A Flat Tire
45
[E] Making Friends
[E]Your Best Friend
[E] People | Like Best
[E] People | Dislike
[M] People | Know
[M] A Cabin in the Mountains
{M] Two Strangers
51

[E] Something About Yourself
(M3 What | Think of Myself

o<
2. Current Affairs

<
3. Daily Life

*

&
4. Education

23
5. Food and Drink

[E] The Wrong Guy

108
[E] Equality

110
[D] Crime and Punishment
[D] A Bad Day

114
[M] Writing a Paper (1)
[M] Writing a Paper (2)

118

[M] A Priest and a Drunken Woman
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Free-time Activities
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Health and Body Care
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Holidays

Home and Family
o

<

Jobs and Occupations
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<
9,

<9

Money and Property

9,
L2

People
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Places

Popular Science

Services

Shopping

[E] Fishing

[M] Playing Golf
[M] Sharks

[M) Wrestling

[M] Tossing Peanuts
{M] ATraffic Accident
[M] Time to Lose Weight

[M] Valentine's Day
[M] Independence Day

[E] A Wishing Well
[M] A Considerate Husband

{E] Work or Prison?
[M] A Job with the Circus
(O] Many Years' Hard Work

[M] A Materialistic Man

[M] | See What the Problem Is
[M] An Eccentric in the Elevator (1)
[M] An Eccentric in the Elevator (2)

[D] Top Secret Airbase

[E] Revenge
(E1 Static Electricity
[E] A Lie Detector

[E] A Drunk on the Bus
[M] Gas Service

[M] The Hotel Lobby
[D] Parking

[M] Pranks in a Supermarket (1)
[D] Pranks in a Supermarket (2)

oy

120

128

134

138

142

148

150

156

158

164

172



17. Social Relations

18. Travel

19. Weather and Climate

[D] A Blind Date (1)
[D] A Blind Date (2)

[E] Unstuck
[E] Half-Fare

{D] Heavy Snow

Vocabulary
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176

180

184

209
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Book 1: Stories and Exercises

Section I: Stories

[M] A Hard-nosed Boss

Key Words and Expressions

K7
L%

.
0"

>
(2

R
0'0

¥,
0.0

o®
0.0

9,
0.0

o,
*

N7
0.0

®,
0.0

a hard-nosed boss who watched his employees like a hawk (uncompromising,
tough)

leaning against a pile of boxes

foreman (a person in charge of a group of workers)

stood off to the side and watched

stand around doing nothing

scratched his head

took out a nail file and began cleaning his nails (a metal tool that has rough
surfaces for reducing or smoothing metal, wood, etc.)

stepped from his hiding place

boom (to make a deep echoing sound)

parking lot (car park: an open area for cars to park in)

[D] The New President

Key Words and Expressions

D8
L3
o<
o3

R0
0"

the president who was stepping down met with him privately
open these if you run up against a problem

things went along pretty smoothly

sales took a downturn

catching a lot of heat (blame or criticism)

Levels of Difficulty:

[E] Easy [M] Moderately Difficult [D] Difficult

New words (boldfaced) are explained in parentheses.

020




Section I: Stories

< at his wits’ end (made too worried by difficulties to know what to do next)

< blame your predecessor (person who held a position before you)

% call a press conference (news conference: a meeting arranged by an important
person to which news reporters are invited to listen to a statement or to ask questions)

+» tactfully lay the blame at the feet of the previous president (having the ability
to do or say the right thing at the right time)

< sales began to pick up

¢ the problem was soon behind him

< the company was again experiencing a slight dip in sales (a moderate or temporary
decrease)

< the message read, “Reorganize”

< streamline the production process (to make a business more simple and more
efficient in working)

< lay off some employees

% the company quickly rebounded (to recover, to move quickly back to a former

level after falling)

« after several consecutive profitable months (following in a regular or unbroken
order)

% the company once again fell on difficult times

N RS e

e .‘I:h..._..‘..-\_w{»_«w-l.\ i

» < [E] Two Ghosts
Key Words and Expressions

9

< strike up a conversation (to begin)

“ how does it feel to freeze to death?

% get the shakes (the nervous shaking of your body)

« avery calm way to go

“ you kind of drift off (drift away: sleep slowly)

* had a heart attack (a medical condition in which your heart stops working,
causing you great pain)

«» find my house in a mess

*3.




Book 1: Stories and Exercises

the door to the back garden was bolted on the inside

burglar (someone who gets into houses, shops, etc. to steal things)

basement (a room or area that is under the level of the ground)

there was no sign of anyone there

attic (a space or room under the roof of a house often used for storing things)
if you had only stopped to look in the freezer

[E] Who Sent the Tickets?

Key Words and Expressions

9,
Log

9,
0’0

Y
o

o
*

2
'.0
(2
R
R

0.0

2,
<

went away on their honeymoon (a holiday taken by two people who have just
got married)

put away ali of the presents they received from friends and family

to be warmed by the gesture of the person

trying to identify the donor (a person who gives or donates)

failed in the effort

guess the identity of the unknown host (who or what a particular person or thing is)
found the house stripped of every article of value

a line was written in the same hand on it

on the enclosure with the tickets

[M] The Bet

Key Words and Expressions

9,
Q"

9,
4

(2
0'0

N
O‘Q

®,
.o

)
0.0

Q2
0'0

*,
°

offered a standing $1,000 bet (permanently agreed or arranged)

squeeze just one more drop of juice from a lemon

longshoreman (docker: someone whose job is to load and unload ships at a dock)
but to date none was able to win the bet (up to the present time; until now)

a polyester suit (a man-made material used to make cloth)

said in a tiny squeaky voice (making very high noises that are not loud)
I'd like to try the bet

the laughter had died down

o4




Section I: Stories

)
0'0

only the wrinkled remains of the lemon were left in his hand

%

o

laughter turning to silence

-,
o

clenched his fist around the lemon (to hold together tightly)

72
0'0

the crowd cheered

*

lumberjack (someone whose job is cutting down trees for wood)
the IRS (short for the “Internal Revenue Service”: a U.S. Federal agency responsible
for collecting taxes)

»
*

9.
0’0

@ <> [D] Noah’s Problems

Key Words and Expressions

o

% ordering you to build an ark (a large boat; Noah’s ark: the large boat which Noah
built, according to the Bible, to save his family and two of every type of animal
from a flood sent by God)

in a flash of lightning

3

*

.
0‘0

he delivered the specifications for the ark

9,
0.0

trembling with fear

>
0’0

fumble with the blueprints

>

R/
(d

the sky began to cloud up

-

9,
0.0

the rain began to fall in torrents

*,
0.0

a lightning bolt crashed into the ground
all the trees have been felled down

R
0’0

)
0'0

gathering up the animals

R
0.0

endangered species facing extinction

R
0.0

the sun began to shine
% arainbow arched across the sky

* the water began to recede (to move back or away; go further off)

S, AU [SPEING |
N IR § L

R it Wit

[E] A Park Incident
Key Words and Expressions

0,

* ripped off a board of the nearby fence (to tear quickly and violently)

-5.




