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I was happy to be absent from school. According to Mother, if the ache in my
stomach worsens, I'11 miss a few more days.of school. I couldn’t be happier but I
had to act as if I was sad and upset. Mother believed my act. An actual actor or ac-
tress couldn’t have achieved the level of acting I just did.

T actually didn’t have a problem with my stomach. I couldn’t go to school and
face Big Derek. Derek was two grades above me and stood about two feet over me. It
was an accident when he heard me say he had a lot of muscle but his mother forgot
to give him brains. He had more brains and muscles than I thought because he had
the ability to understand and throw me across the room. It became his daily activ-
ity. He would find me about school and hurt me. If I didn’t act fast and hide when
he came, I wouldn’t be able to tell you about my problems.

I was active in solving my problems. But I achlieved nothing and gained more
trouble. T hired Biff who was much larger than Derek to teach Derek a lesson. But
when Biff came to school yesterday, I discovered Biff and Big Derek were cousins.
Together, Biff and Big Derek wrote across the playground, “Charlie will die to-

morrow!” Because of what happened above, I can never go back to school. I have ac-

cepted the idea of moving abroad to America.
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a(an)(ei,a]([@n,on])
art.

ability[ o'biliti] .

able[ 'eibl] a.

about[ a'baut ] ad .

prep.
above[a'bav] prep.

ad.

a.
abroad[ o'brod] ad .
absent| '®bsont ] a.
accept[ok'sept Ju.
accident| 'eksidont ] nn.
according( o'koidin] ad .
ache[ eik ] n.
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L active[ 'ektiv]a.
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B A EES actor[ 'zkta]n.
A ,IAA] actress| 'zktris] n.
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add ~ African

It was midnight and I still hadn’t finished studying for my test. I repeated
to myself again and again, “Adjectives describe nouns. Adverbs describe verbs.” I
must have fallen asleep because when I woke up, it was time for school. I was
afraid of going to school. I couldn’t afford to fail another test. My teacher ad-
vised Mother to punish me if I didn’t do well. She said if I still did poorly, I
can’t advance into the next grade. Mother took the advice and bought a stick. The
stick only added to my problems at school.

The streets were empty and I didn’t see any of my classmates. I saw an adver-
tisement on the ground and picked it up. It read, “Looking for an adventure? Fly
on the most advanced aeroplane to Africa. See the Africans and the African style
of life.” I admit I admire adults. They get to do whatever they want to do. They
have the advantage of having money to afford these trips. I wish I was an adult,
then I wouldn’t have to take this test.

Advancing to the school gate, I noticed it was locked. I checked the name and
address of the school. I was at the right place. What’s going on? I'11 be in trou-
ble if T don’t take my test! I sat there and couldn’t stop my eyes fromwatering. A
man walked by and asked what was wrong. Crying, I told him my problem. “What a
strange affair,” he said,” I didn’t know students had class on Saturdays.”
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Words
add[=d] . ¥, adverb[ 'zdvob]n. A7)
address o'dres | n. AL, @ iRAL advertisement
adjective[ 'edziktiv] n. JEZH ;1E45E [od'vattisment ] . |-V
admire[od'maic] vz,  HH, 4K advice[ od'vais ] n. B B CREE)
admit[od'mit ] o . ik A, W, | advise[ od'vaiz]u. HeE BN AHEE
AN aeroplane( 'soropleinln.  [F] %A1
adult] '®dalt,o'dalt 1n. BAEA affair[ o'fea] n. Hif HYE,B5
a. FEN, BN afford{ o'fod ]t OEB/&E, HAE
advance[od'vans]vi.  BUHE, e SpEE
w. HESE;{(RHE Q4T , B4t
advanced[ad'vanst]a. FEi#kH, BRH afraid( o'freid] a. 9, FH(REXRE)
advantage[ od'vantids ] n A 21 ; L4, i 40 Africa[ '®friko] n. JEM
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after ~ alone 7 "
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My family is in the agriculture business. My father is a farmer, my father’s
father was a farmer, my father’s father’s father was a farmer. My father expects
me to become a farmer and join them all but I don’t agree with my father.

Three years ago, on a sunny afternoon, I followed Father to the alrport to
visit one of his friends. His friend owned a small airline with two small air-
crafts. It was the first time I had seen an airplane. After my father’'s frienddis-
covered I had never been in an airplane, he allowed me to fly with him.

When we took off, I felt alive. While we were in the air, I almost forgot I had
to return to the ground. All I could think of was £lying would be my Vaim in life and
how I wanted to fly again and again.

When I had time, my father’s friend would teach me how to fly. He even let me
fly alone once. I wanted to become a pilot but I would have to go against my fa-
ther.

At the age of 18, I had to tell my father what I wanted to do but I didn’ t want
to alarm him. As he walked ahead of me and I followed after, I didn’t know what I
could say to aid him in understanding my passion for flying.

“Pather, I have something to tell you and it may come as an alarm.”

“What is it, my son?”’

“I’m aimlng to go to college and become a pilot. I have talked to the schools
and they said I might be able to receive financial aid.”

I felt alone in his silence.

Then he spoke. “I was wondering when you would tell me. I have been saving mon-
ey for you to go to college.”
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after[ 'afto] prep.

cony .

ad.
afternoon[ afto'nun] n .
again[o'gein] ad.

against[ o'geinst ] prep .
age[ eidz] n.
ago[o'gu]ad.
agree(o'gri:] v.

agriculture[ 'segrikalt o)
n.
ahead[ o'hed] ad.
aid[ eid]n.
.
aim|{ eim ] n.

v.
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air(es]n.
aircraft] 'eokra:ft ] ra.

airline[ 'sslain | #.

airport( 'sopoit ] n.

alarm[o'lam]n. v
v.

alive[ o'laiv] q.

all[olla.
pron.
ad.

allow[s'lau]v.

almost[ 'slmoust ] ad.

alone[3'loun] a.
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along ~ anxious

A letter with American stamps came to the house and it announced the arrival
of my uncle. I didn’t know I had an uncle.

When Father and Uncle were young, they were always together and were one an-
other’s best friend. When it came time to get married, Uncle refused. He had the
ambition of leaving China and going to America. Father disagreed with this and
one night, Uncle was gone. Everyone asked where he went and six years later, the
answer came in a letter. He had become an American. My father was very angry. He
believed uncle betrayed the ancient tradition of staying home and taking care of
the old.

Altogether it has been 25 years since Uncle left. Although it has been so
long, the amount of anger Father had only grew. Among the family, only Father re-
fused to see him. Father said aloud, “Only animals leave their family!” According
to the letter, Uncle was already in China and he also brought his wife and chil-

dren along with him. I was worried Father would not see him. When I was walking a-
long the street with my mother, I asked her what would happen if Father did not see
Uncle. She answered, “Don’t worry about that. Your father tries to hide it but he
is the most anxious of us all to see your uncle.”
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Words

along| 5'logy] prep . BE
ad. fé) Hif

aloud[ 5'laud] ad. P b, KPS
already[ ol'redi] ad. B&
also[ 'alsou] ad . 40
although[ o1'dou] conj. B4R, R .
altogether( olto'gedo] ad . 5E44th, 3K, itk
always| 'alweiz]ad. BE,—H
ambition[ 2m'bifon]n. HE.Or s EFL
Americalo'meriko]n. FEEH;EW
American[ o'merikon]a. ZEE I ; £

n. EEA

among['amm;]]prep. EEPIﬂ(Z!é]),E
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amount[o'maunt ] n.
ancient[ 'einfont ] .
anger( 'eng ] n.
angry( 'engrila.
animal( '=nimol ] .

announce| a'nauns ] 2.

another| 'snado] ¢.
one another
answer| 'anss ] n.
ot

anxious( 'enkfos ] a.
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I left the army in April and arrived in this area around two months ago. I
would have stayed at home if there was anybody there worth staying for. Everyone
in my family had already passed away. Because of this, I felt I could go anywhere
to start a new life.

An 0ld friend arranged an apartment for me and that is how I came here. Upon my
arrival, I met my neighbors who were an elderly couple. They had been married for
over 50 yvears. Day after day, I could hear them arguing through the thin walls.
They would fight about anything and everything, and never had I ever heard them
apologize to each other. It would appear to anyone that they hated each other. All
the other people in the apartment could hear them arguing and said they didn’t un-
derstand why any couple like them would stay with each other. But I would often
see the wife buying apples because her husband loved eating apples. Any time I saw
both of them on the street, they would always be walking arm in arm. One time I was
in another part of the town and they appeared around the corner. I watched them
and saw the husband buy the wife flowers. Locking at her face, I could see she
deeply appreciated them.

Seeing them, I appreciate how they show their love for each other. When I see
any apples or flowers, I wish I had someone whom I could apply what I have learned
from the old couple to and argue with.
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Words
any['eni]a. O[&®En) . 5Efla] %% | apple['zpl]n.
a1 A4, —2 | apply[o'plailv.
O, F—8 appreciate[ o'prizfieit ] v.
pron.. o M

anyone[ 'eniwan] pron. R A[FHF B[R] . H
&R FRAEE) )

anybody/( 'enibodi] pron . B A TFEERIA] . B
) KA ]

anything{ 'enidig] pron. TWH A[KE .BFW],
Y

anywhere[ 'eniwes] ad.  TTIEHRE ; BEMEHFE

apartment{ o'patmont | n. — & /A B 5 (A]

apologize[ o'poladzaiz ] vi JH #K

appear(o'pio] vi. Oh#; 28
OfF, B8, 7RI
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April[ 'eipral] n.
area[ 'eorio ] n.
argue| 'agju:]v.
arm{ am]n.

army( 'ami]n.
around| s'raund] ad .

arrange[o'reindz Jv.
arrival[ o'raival | n.
arrive[ o'raiv]vi.
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