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study and on the basis of modern scientific and

An Analytical Study of Militar);

Strategy and Tactics of Sun Zi
(with annotations on the 13

original chapters)
By Pang Qi

o il\!’siract’,"Tﬁe extant 13 chapters of the -
Military Strategy and Tactics of Sun Zi, a
book on military science, deals with the ideo-
logical system of strategy that was formed

the ea‘.rliest' world's history of culture‘

and mxhtary ‘This book has been studied by
qu:te a few scholars both in China and in

:otfler countnes, and pra;sed as a masterpxece
v of orxental military science paralleled with
“that of occidental military smence-—-Og ng;'ﬂ

by Karl von Clausewitz. ’
The characteristics of the book are! 1) Break-
free from the conventional methods of

-



systematic analysis of military science, as well
as on-the research achievements made by ancient
and modern séholars, the author has made
a complete and comprehensive examination of
Sun's military thought and his work. By
integrating  historical  materials with  his
historfcal “Jiewpoint, the author has made
some imporiant comments on Sua Zi and how he
wrote the 13 famous chapters; 2) the author
has stuéied thq( theory of” Key Position”
and” §f ﬂ%gfo dv %xpounded in Sun's 13 chapters
espec;a]ly at the angle of military topogrraphy
and geograpﬁ‘y, and sorr;e of his viewpoints are
ortgmal ’a;ﬂ wox:thli{::)‘txce;;%)xn textual criticism,
the author thmks thaircmthere are some prob-
lems which have not been, d:scovered or discus-
sed before Take the Chayter J;u Di (,Nme Terra-
ins) for e‘xa&xﬁleﬁ im“ifle two sentence:”Don t
strive for tfie crxsscross “of the country; don't
prowde the power for ‘the country # The two
characters" ?ﬁ(don t)"shoul& be the character” 0 7
_(should). His reasoning is sound and worth dis-
cussing; 4) through the specific examples of
battle, Chinese or foreign, modern or ancient,
the author has made some sound arguments on

the stré'tegic thinking and tactics, which not

-
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_only henefit the, .petsons:. eggaggﬁlwgn gg&tgﬁx @f
;fau‘sa but. also, SEEYR 83.:49 impgg?@gﬁfﬂfggwe- ‘
or-thase, who yant, a,ka0y , e, o, conduet
themselyes j: socisty, dn husiagss ofrrin.eurecpsis-
(8835 ), ms‘,fo; the, wr,ttsqg styteb‘,.tlyg %is:
~Gharagterized by its., eAsy, and uqdqrstandable lan-
< &hage,, in whmh ‘the d1ff1cu1t militaty theory and
..5praé>;;qq,_!§s well as well as its historical signi-
ficgage, are. fully explained, thus enabling the
‘readers with cultural level of middle school stu-
dents, to, gat 8 better understanding of Sun's fa-
'A‘gpug',; military work in a short period of time.
Therefore it may be said tbat this book is a
.popylarized version of the a_ncignf Chinese  clas-
sie- ngiﬁa;y sqiénce ‘a book. acceptable to all
no matter- what they are, experts or begxnners
This book, with words totalhng about 130,
000, contains: 1) the influence and acadenuc
value of Sun Zi's Military Stratcgy and Tactxcs
‘bgth:in China and abroad; 2) the author of this o
military clasgic; 3) the Lognmon of. theoret;cpl o
value aof the 13 chapters; 4). the. hxstomcql bac,k-
ground, of the 13 chapters writing;5) the essent~ = :
ial viewpoints of Sun Wu on war (foresight, wgr ;
preparations, economy, foreign affairs); 6)1511,6
.exposition of military strategy and -tactics in the

9
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13 chapters (gﬁini‘ﬁg the Initiative by strﬁ:mg
'fxrst Mightisg a qiﬁck bittle to force a qmck
*(fecx’Ston, fle”x‘iﬁle §t&ie(7 atid tactics, surprising
attack); 7)) the statemibhty’ concerning the appli-
"cation of Sun'& miméry theéory to the modern
milifary topogt‘aphy and geography. Finally, for
the sake of‘“;bééinne'rs‘ conveniance, the notes
in verhaculdr are given to the 13 chapters in
com;‘:’&dé”ibn with the notes in classical Chinese.
, The authér of this book Comrade Pang Qi is
one of the veteranand well-noted scholar of mi-
litary scieénce in China, a professor and an ex-
pert in Sun 71 s work. In the early 6u's, he
gave Iectures ‘on Sun's Military Strategy and
'Tachcs at Nanjing Military Club and Beijing Mi-
litary ‘Ins_t:tute. In 1984 he was invited to do
‘research wotk at Military Institute. Retired from
military service, he is now a member of the
Standing Committee of People's Political Consul-
tative Conference of Shaanxi Province. [n ad-
dition to this Book, he has compiled An Antho-
logy of Poetic Works of Yu Vouren. The Pre-
face to this book is written by Gao Tigian,ex-
Deputy Dean of Military Academy of Beijing and
Guo Rugui, editor-in-chief of The History of
Milltary Science of China. This book is worth
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reading. \

This book is to circulate among the major
military areas, the teachers and students of mi-
litary schools and institutes, the military cadges
above companies, the. lovers for military history
and mil_ifary science, and the researchers of
cultural history.

The book is on sale in China and abroad.

The date to be off press is scheduled in 11,
1985.

Published by Shaanxi People's Printing
House.

(The abstract in Chinese is written by Jiang
Minsheng and translated by Mu Shaapei.)
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