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1. THE RED ARMY MAN'S CAP

by Major Wang Teh-ching

The second year after I joined the Red Army, the Anti-
Japanese War broke out. At that time we, the 358th
Brigade of the 120th Division, were helping our companion
troops to fight the enemy invading Taivuan,

At the end of October, we got near Weitsun. One dark
night we were on our way to the vxllage along a small lane
at the south entrance. It was my first engagement with the
enemy and I felt much excited. I did not know what to
do. Sguad leader Hu Tung-sheng - told me to follow him

closely. He was a veteran fighter who had taken part in -

the Long March and everybody trusted him.

. “Rat-tat-tat!” An enemy machine-gun at the crossroad
was firing hard and bullets were flying all-round. By the
flash we could see a sort of shelter in fromt of us. Instead
of sheltering himself there the pquad leader pushed me into
it. The enemy machine-gun was {iring harder than before.

The squad leader kept shooting at the enemy. He wanted
to make them consume more bullets. As mornjng came, the

.enemy machine-gun became silent. Suddenly the squad leader

turned towards me amd said: “Little Wang, make ready to
charge!” Without waiting for my answer he rose to his feet
and ran forward. I followed him. As we got near the enemy
machine-gun, I thought I heard him shout: “Off with it!”
Then there came a loud explosion. At this moment, we be-
gan . to attack the enemy. The squad leader got hold of the
esemyv imachine-gun and pulled it over. Then he gave a
ferocious kick or two at the fellow, who gave a cry and
dropped motionless. At this moment, there was firing from’
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the left and the squad leader fell, still holding tightly the

" machine-gun. I ran up to him and lifted him against my

body, not knowing what to do. (By now, all our, troops had
rentered the village.) After a while, he raised his head with
a great effort and said, “Little Wang, dow’t be afraid...

‘Then a smile came onto his lips. With all his strength he :

took out an old worn cap and put it into my hand. He
tried hard to say something but ceuld not.
‘ ® * *

° Squad leader Hu Tung-sheng liked to tell us the story
about the cap.

He was a newly- enhsted fighter of 16 during the. Long
March. Usualiy he liked to tie a peasant towe! round his
head. He had a great fancy for the regulat cap worn by
the older comrades, and liked the visor and the red star
‘more. He felt that he must have one. What was a regular
‘Red Army man without a cap? So he often asked the po-
litical instructor for one. Although rather old and in bad
health, the pohtxca,l intrustor had a good temper. He looked
upon the. young fighter as a child, and whenever the latter
reminded him about a cap, he would laugh and say he
would give one to him later, Actually he could not keep

‘his promise, for they did not then have even a single piece

of cloth. How could he get a cap for him? -

The troops were marching on day and night, though
they didn’t have enough food and their health was bad.
One day. when the troops were about to climb across an-
-other snow-capped mountain, Hu Tung-sheng felt he couldn’t
move a step. He had travelled two days without eating
anything; he was hungry and weak. His shoes were worn

E out and his legs swollen. Sitting on the snow and looking

“at the mountain before him, ‘he panted and was unable to

rise. Thinking this was the end, he began crying suddenly.
At this moment the political instructor came. He look-

"ed much older since ‘che last few days. Hig face was thin
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and pale. As he walked, he panted. 1t was obvious that he -
was now at a very low ebb. But he always looked calm and
nappy. He stopped beside Hu Tung-sheng. ‘

“Oh, it’s you! Why are you crying?”

“Political instructor, I'm so hungry and I can’t walk.”

The political instructor sat down beside Little Hu, and
took out from his pocket the last piece of boiled ox-hide
apd gave it to him. At first Hu was determined not to take
it. He knew that the political instructor hadwt taken any-
thing during the past two days. But ag:in and again the.
political instructor asked him to take it, and he accepte(. 1t
at last. He was deeply moved.

Fating the ox-hide, Hu Tung-sheng listened to the polit-
ical instructor. “Omne must not sit here! If he does, he will
die. The revolution is hard, but it is for the happiness of
all the Chinese people, so we must make every effort to
play our part in it.” The political instructor said.

Now Hu. Tung-sheng felt warmer and str;rigth came -
back to him. The political instructor helped him to get up
on his feet and walked along with him.

Next day, it began to snow when night came. ‘Hu
Tung-sheng was trudging along laboriously. He puilled out
his legs, step by step, from the deep snow. His breathing
was difficult. “He really wanted to lie down and rest. Bat
he didn’t dare, remembering the political instructor’s w ords.
Then hesaw ahead of him a man lyi ng on the snow. As he came

2

. mear, he saw it was the political instructor! Hu ‘l‘una-sheng

hurried to him. The political instructor had just fallen. He

Jlookeéd deadly pale and was already at hls last ‘breath. The
* political instructor saw Little Hu 'md said brokenly: “Never
"mind me...go on...don’t fall out..

Hu Tung-sheng crouched sﬂenﬂy in front of him. The
latter took off his cap, " Tu'lg—sheng...” he sald so:ftIy, u the
Red Army cap...take it.. -

Noticing the worn-out shoes on Hu T ung-shengs feet,

7




"the political instructor pomted to Ins own and sag “Shoes...

mine...put them on...I am no more.’

The last words struck Tung-sheng deeply. He tried hard ,
to hold back his tears. He could not accept the cap, nor
the shoes. How could he take the shoes from the feet of
his leader and comrade-in-arms? Seeing that he would not

take the shoes, the pplitical instructor’ said: “Go on...go-
* on...go on...” That was alkhe could say. It sounded like a com-

mand. His voice beca.me weaker and weaker till it cou!d:n’t

be heard.

The "wind was blowing madly. When Hu Tung—sheng
came to himself, the political instructor’s, body was already
cold and stiff. Only then did he realize the full significance ,
of the political instructor’s words: he must.“go on!” He
stood up, broke some branches from a shrub at the side of
the path and placed them over the political instructor.
After that, he put the cap on his head, and carefully took
the cloth shoes from the political instructor’s feet and put
them on his own. He walked on ‘with a determined air and
braved the wind and the snow. Tears came down his face
in violent floods. :

. That was how, for the first time, Hu Tung-sheng had
put ‘on"his Red Army cap—the Very cap he just now
handed to me. : ‘

# 7 *

Squad leader Hu Tung-sheng died quietly after plating
‘the cap in my hands.  Although he didn’t sav much, T knew

all he wanted to say. More than once ! had seen the cap
and heéard its history. How unhappy he once was when
the Pasrty, for the sake of national soliderity in fighting
the Japanese invaders, asked our “fighters to toke off the'
Red Army caps and wear the KMT ones. Like the others,

.he had obeyed of course, but for a Idng time he had kept

it oarefully. He had wrapped the cap in ciled paper and
put it in his piliow. When a battle was on, he kept it in

8 .



o

-

ny

his pocket. He often took it out and looked . at it. He
often told us what the political instructor had said to him.
" S0 ! knew now what words he wanted to say. They

© were: Be with the revolution forever.  Don*t fall out; keep

on! Live and die for it, like the old political instructor. Be
ioy=l, as he had been, to the revolution; give all, !r\dudmtr

one’s iife if it is necessary, for the revolution.
Taithful to the words of his beloved old political in-

revelutionary.

© structor, our squad leader had proved in every way a true
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lane [lein] m. /W%
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' squad [skwod] #. [%] ¥
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to trust Ttrastl v. ¢, #HE
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flash [fleef] n. -z
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make ready to charge! ['meik
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.motionless ['moufonlis! adj. —
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tie [tai] ». 1%
towel ['tauol} n. =,
to have a great fancy for Tte
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regular ["regjule] adj. TE#1Y
visor ['vaizel n. WYy
political instructor pa’litikol
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latter ['lete] n. S5
to remind [to ri‘maind] v. {. #f2
actually ['ektjueli] adv. ik
single ['singl] adp., B—fy
swollen {'swoulen] adj. iF iy
unable ['an’eibl] adj.  REE -
obvious ["obvies] adj. ER@EHy -

to be at a very low ebb [t bi
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Rz E) shrub {jrab] n. #A
boiled ox-hide ["boild 'oks 'haid] air Tse] n. HE
AR to brave [breiv] ». . R

'to accept [ok’sept] v. L. %
trudge Ttradsy) v 7., v. {. gkip

R

‘violent floods ['vaielont 'fladz]

labouriously [la'borriasli] ' adv. By R
B B - for the sake of 'fa 5o 'seik av] .
breath(ing) [bri:8-ig] »n. 1¢g§ AT R '
at his last breath [ot hiz last solidarity [ soli'deeriti}] n. HJ#§ .
"breS £ B~ A 4T (i) B | 3
fall out [to:]l aut] {E to obey f{o'bei] v. £. BRM
crouch [kraut{] v. {. #F to wrap [rep! v. & @0, ¥
I am no more {ai am 'nou 'moa] oiled paper ["oild 'peipo] jh#k
CREATT, BBE pillow ['pilou] n. £Lk
to come to oneself [ts 'kam to faithful ["feioful] ady. HSCHY
wan'self] EEEHLR; WERE to prove [prouv] v. £, v. 5. FF
stiff fstifi ady. (%48 o8
- significance [sig'nifikons]n. & X .
QUESTIONS
1, What is the mame of the writer of this story? What
. is he? L ' :
2. When and where did this story take place?
3. Describe briefly how Squad Leader Hu fought against
- the Japanese invaders at Weitsun. 1
4. What did Squad Leader Hu give to Comrade Wang ’
4 Teh-ching be:ore he died?

5. What did Squad Leader Hu want to say before he
diedr * ‘
6. Say something about Squad Leader Hu when he first
" joined the Red Army ddring the Long March.
7. Say something about the old political instructor and
Hu Tung-sheng during the Long March. "
' 8. Who gave the cap to Comrade Hu Tung-sheng?

4
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9. What have you léarned from this story?
10. Do you like this story? Why:

2. FAMILY CONFERENCE

by Wang Fu-tsun

Recently, on a trip to a village on the outskirts of
Hanchung, Shensi Province, I called on a local’ peasant
named Ho Hsing-fu, When I arrived, he was presiding over
his “family conference”. With the permission of his family,
I sat thromgh the meeting and the following are the ‘brief
notes ‘1 made.

Time: A Sunday tn the suwmer of 1358.

Place: In the courtyard of Ho Hsing-fu’s house. The courbyard

s shaded by a dense grove of trees and surrounded by
blooming peonies. '

L
Hsmc—mr As you all know, the whole country is talking

about the “forward leap” nowadays. Now that we are
all together, let each one say a few words about his
own plan for the forward leap. Of course, our plans are
the concern of the place in which we work, but if we
talk about it here, each of us can give the other a bit
of help with his plan. Now, I shall talk about my own
first. Although I am getting on in vears, this year !
shall work 180 workdays, that is, 60 more than last
year. In addition, I shall, together with other members
of the co-op, do my best to finish the planting of rice
sprouts in 15 or 20 days. That will mean 10 or 15 days
less than “ast yeaxr.
Twnc-Lien (putting down hes sewine): 1 shall do the cooking
© without feil, tidy up the house three times a day and
wash all the hed.clathes twice o months ,

IimN—FANG and Sv-ran. (an choius;: COh, vor really have gone
. A

, 1



ton far, Mother! How can von manage all this when
yoi've got to look after the children, sew and wash
our clothes? A

Cru-yerr 1 think it will be enough if Mother washes the
bed-clothes once a month and tidies up the house twice
a day. )

Su-rrvac: Let’s all do our bit to help Mother... (Turning to
Haromne and Cuc-wver) Brother and  sister, what are
your plans for your motor repairing and assembly shop?

Har-crine: 1T am now a skilled worker, fifth class. I shall
bring up my level of work to that of a seventh-class
worker within five years and teach my apprentice so
that he may reach my present level.

Cuu-mer: In addition to my work as an accountant I shall
try my hand at statistical work. In this way 1 shall in-
crease my skiil.

Hsiv-¢r: I dow’t have much fo say about your plans as I
am not familiar with your work, but I think that since
you work in the same shop, you should always help =
cach other. , :

Har-vex: IYather knows my plan inside out as we work in
the same production team. This year I shall plough the fields
two or three inches deeper than last year. In addition
to working for 220 to 280 workdays I shall clear away
the weeds in .the fields and think about me@sures to
prevent the wheat from lodging..

Su-ranc: (Without waiting for him to fz?n.z'siz, she turns to
speak o Lien-ranc): Sister, what arc you thinking of?
Lizn-ranc: I was thinking whether 1 should go on studying
in the secondary school or not. The vear before lust,
when my first daughter arrived, I did my lessons easily.
Now with- the second*child I simply can't spar time
for my home-work. If I' continue Mother will have-to
do all the chozes, yei 1 just can’t bring mvself to leave

schpol.



Tvs-rien: Yow’d better go on as long as you have the in-
terest and energy to do so. You don’t have to worry -
about the chores — 1 can manage them on my own.
(Hai-ming, sitting beside his mother, is not in the least
interested in what goes on around him. He puts his
mother’s glasses on his nose aind makes grimaces at Su-

fang.)
Tinc-rien: What's this! You are getting more and more
naughty.

Hamvg-pr: Look at your hair! Isn’t it disgraceful to wear it
so long without having it cutr

Hasr-ven: He always fools around with the other children
and tramples the co-op’s wheut.

So-ranu: He never gives his whole attention to his lessons
and ofter gets bad marks in mathematics. (Hai-ming,
knowing himself to be in the wrong, is silent. Pursing
up his lips he lights the pipe for his father. This makes
everybody laugh.)

Cru-mer: Su-fang, are you still thinking of joining the ama-
teur theairical group? ',
Su-rams (blushing): Yes, I am. I wish to serve the people by

~ taking up some work as early as possible.

Har-cawe (laughing): Don't be hasty. You can still serve
the people after you have graduated from the school,
can’t your The fact is that you just want to show your-
self off by becoming an actress. Right?

Su-ranc: Well, if you object, I won't insizt. But I do pledge
that this year I shall get at least “4” for all my lessons
and work for “5s”,

Hsine-su: Chu-mei, what do you say to our raising two pigs,
two sheep and a few chickens this year?

Cuv-vpv It’s all right to raise pigs and chickens, but I am
afraid sheep will give us too much trouble. Better ®ave
them to the co-op.

- Huecave: I agree with Pa’s suggestion.

il s .
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Tinc-1ien: Ongce you raise sheep, Hai-ming will never do ‘his
home-work. Moreover, they make a terrible mess.
Har-ven, Lmn-rinvs and Su-rans (on chorus): We might have

- a go at raising one.

(All through the meeting, Big Baby has been babbling
in her aunt Chu-mei’s arms. She is happy for she knows
that whatever the grownups’ plan, Grandmother will
surely make something good for supper.) '
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