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The nobler and more perfect a thing is, the later and slower it is in

arriving at maturity . A man reaches the maturity of his reasoning powers
and mental faculties hardly before the age of twenty-eight; a woman at
eighteen. And then, too, in the case of woman, it is only reason of a
sort—very niggard in its dimen-sions. That is why women remain chil-
dren their whole life long; never seeing anything but what is quite close
to them, cleaving to the present moment, taking appearance for reality,
and preferring trifles to matters of the first importance. For it is by
virtue of his reasoning faculty that a man does not live in the present
only, like the brute,but looks about him and considers the past and the
future; and this is the origin of prudence, as well as of that care and
anxietv which so many people exhibit. Both the advantages and the dis-
advantages which this involves, are shared in by the woman to a smaller
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extent because of her weaker power of reasoning. She may, in fact, be
described as intellectually short-sighted, because her field of vision is
narrow and does not reach to what is remote; so that things which are
abseni, or past, or to come, have much less effect upon women than
upon men,

This is the reason why women are more inclined to be extrava-
gant, and sometimes carry their inclination to a length that borders upon
madness. In their hearts, women think it is men’ s business to eam
money and theirs to spend it—if possible during their husband’s life,
but at any rate, after his death.The very fact that their husband hands
them over his eamings for purposes of house-keeping strengthens them
in this belief.

However many disadvantages all this may involve, there is at least
this to be said in its favor: that the woman lives more in the present
than the man, and that if the present is at all tolerable, she enjoys it
more eagerly. This is the source of that cheerfulness which is peculiar to
women,, fitting her to amuse man in his hours of recreation, and, in case
of need, to console him when he is borne down by the weight of his
cares.

1. According to the author, the major difference between a man’s and a
woman intellect is that
A . men mature much later than women
B.men have a broader view of things
C. women are more cheerful than men
D.a man’s intellect is nobler than that of a woman
2.The cause of women’s frivolity and cheerfulness is that ____
A.men do not challenge their intellect
B. they are irresponsible by their very nature

C. they live more in the present
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D.they want to console men

3. The author is probably a .
A.. philosopher C. happily married man
B. gossip columnist D. biologist

BN REEE EREENE B FEDRNERE, B
HIe =R 8 B F R TES 207, B RER LA
R I ACLBREEERE L MEERANEL A RIEE
BULE, T AFE BRI, A o 2Rl ok, BRI B
Bt B ANEREE2E". FEEENE, M FX AL
PEBB B SO, 7EXS SCRE R B A TR AlEE , RO A5
HOTERNETEFERNRERESR,

B AFEREE Y, B AENRE =B 8 T A)TE “This is the
source of that cheerfulness which is peculiar to women” H [y 1X, 1]
“this "8 XN A . A1 $# 5" the woman lives more in the pre-
sent than the man”, this $5{CR9 RIRX A5 40 8 MIA A, H LT A0
CRIEBHEI,

B A [ RS 2 194 2 X IR SO P9 A AT SO IR R B
HARA S HFRA R ED D, RAXEN AR SHEBIEAE
BH KRR, IR B H " gossip” —1a1L F /™ F , B MFE & IR
REGBIESERE , bR IEH TR %M, 3 FER C,
RZLZHBANEG T AR ETHEERGSRCEF LEX
FHBARR, ERERRN A,

B2

One hundred and thirteen million Americans have at least one
bank-issued credit card. They give their owners automatic credit in
stores, restaurants, and hotels, at home, across the country, and even
abroad, and they make many banking services available as well. More
and more of these credit cards can be read automatically, making it
possible to withdraw or deposit money in scattered locations, whether or
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not the local branch bank is open. For many of us the “cashless soci-
ety is not on the horizon—it’ s already here.

While computers offer these conveniences to consumers, they have
many advantages for sellers too. Electronic cash registers can do much
more than simply ring up sales. They can keep a wide range of
records, including who sold what, when, and to whom. This informa-
tion allows businessmen to keep track of their list of goods by showing
which items are being sold and how fast they are moving. Decisions to
reorder or return goods to suppliers can then be made. At the same
lime tHese computers record which hours are busiest and which employ-
ees are the most efficient, allowing personnel and staffing assignments
to be made accordingly. And they also identify preferred customers for
promotional campaigns. Computers are relied on by manufacturers for
similar reasons. Computer-analyzed marketing reports can help to de-
cide which products to emphasize now, which to develop for the future,
and which to drop. Computers keep track of goods in stock, of raw ma-
terials on hand, and even of the production process itself.

Numerovus other commercial enterprises, from theaters to magazine
publishers, from gas and electric utilities to milk processors, bring bet-
ter and more efficient services to consumers through the use of comput-
ers.

I. According to the passage, the credit card enables its owner to

A. withdraw as much money from the bank as he wishes
B. obtain more convenient services than other people do
C. enjoy greater trust from the storekeeper

D. cash money where he wishes to

2. From the last sentence of the first paragraph we learn that
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A.in the {uture all the Americans will use credit cards

B.credit cards are mainly used in the United States today

C. nowadays many Americans do not pay in cash

D.it is now more convenient to use credit cards than before
3.The phrase“ring up sales” most probably means” "
A. make an order of goods

B. record sales on a cash register

C. call the sales manager
D. keep track of the goods in stock
4. What is this passage mainly about?
A. Approaches to the commercial use of computers
B. Conveniences brought about by computers in business
C. Significance of automation in commercial enterprises
D. Advantages of credit cards in business
BRI 4 A BE R —BOWN A BERRE L. &
—BOREEB U T E R R B A SRR Rl T, et
M4 E A RHRAEHRAITRE, W0, Bras i 4 -k f
B. obtain more convenient services than other people do B AYIEH,
5B A I BRI A A X BL R MR TR BEARAE 1.
—BURr— AR X T RATPHF 2 AR RA R B & fF
S A REBEHIRR— XMHECERIT. v
J.,C. nowadays many Americans do not pay in cash (W42 [H
ATRBEM RO RK T H —Blfa — Al Lo AL ERHR
B A W ABRR RIS R A8 R XY, 5 B s /)1 1 )
A B.ERNSREMFEEAREMEM" SHHEAFHEE
FYE. DB BIEME AME R LABTE 7 7, AN & B i )
FHIME. # AB.DIHAEALL.
A MR A AR BT SCHI A S T RE ).
ring up sales B EHESFICABRSIC R, FEIAA, X
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Policymakers must, of course, respond to changes in society that
reflect the needs and wishes of their constituents. In the United States,
one vehicle which brings about important changes in domestic policies
is the constitutional amendment. One of the greatest strengths of the U.
S. Constitution has been its flexibility; it was written to accommodate
change . But owing to the basic soundness of the original document and
constant clarifications by the judiciary, relatively few amendments have
been added to the Constitution since it was adopted almost 200 years
ago.

The framers of the Constitution made the amendment process a
long and difficult one. Those amendments which do survive the proce-
dure usually involve hard-fought issues thut have been debated exten-
sively in the U.S. Congress and in the state legislatures. Before an a-
mendment becomes law, legislators must have expressed strong argu-
mernls supporting its passage. Usually the amendment which does be-
come a law has a great impact on the American citizen.

The Constitution provides two methods of proposing an amend-

ment, One is by vote of two-thirds of the members present in both hous-
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es of Congress;the other is by a convention summoned by Congress at
the request of the legislatures of two-thirds of the states.Only the first
of these methods has ever been used.

One striking feature of the amendments that have been ratified, is
that the majority—18 out of 26—are devoted to protecting or extending
the rights of citizens. Most of the remaining amendments deal with the
mechanics of government, either correcting flaws that became evident
after the Constitution went into effect or changing some aspect of gov-
emment to respond to changing perceptions of govemment’s role.

Thomas Jefferson, writing in 1816 about a proposed change in the
constitution of the State of Virginia, epitomized the value of the amend-
ing process. His statement applies equally to the Constitution of the U-
nited States: “T am certainly not an advocate for frequent and untried
changes in laws and constitutions. I think moderate imperfections had
better be borne with. .. But I know also, that laws and constitutions
must go hand in hand with the progress of the human mind.”
1.1t can be inferred from the passage about the constitutional amend-

ments that

A. the amendments usually express the urgent needs and strong
wishes of the general public at the time when they become laws

B.it is fairly easy to amend the Constitution

C.every year there are amendments proposed

D. the Constitution was intentionally made with flaws and imperfec-
tions for future amendments

2. The author cited the remark of Thomas Jefferson in order to

A . strengthen his idea of this passage
B.demonstrate the importance of amending the Constitution
C.show that laws and Constitutions can not be perfect
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D. show that Jefferson was so conservative that he opposed the con-
stitutional amendments

55— [a] ) & “ What can you infer from the passage...” (RN
SCHPEEHENT I T2, BIEERRIRR , B R A KA Sk M) 3F
—i] ; “Policy makers must, of course, respond to changes in society
that reflect the needs and wishes of their constituents. In the United
States, one vehicle which brings about important changes in domestic
policies is the constitutional amendment.” (il X& BUH 9 A 4045 Xt 41
R RN . X AR B B T AT 32 B A SRR R B
HEER FENERAEERAEN - EERRRREEEE
EE.)

B EE RS G REERERERUEY AC KRR,
WHSHLERATLR, DBRAEEBET . 55, Bl
&, —CEFEEEN LT BEMEE. XAEE&RIH
A) B — 35 UL B /& Thomas Jefferson R IFHIEHE T B MM EE
P88 ]G U Jefferson RIERIBEIE I FREE KL, AET
KM ZREREEEREBEBEERN B, AREEREWH,
TR Jefferson B JRIEVE B4 o
Bl 4

In a popular TV show of the late 1970s, a human-looking visitor
from another planet was sent to observe earth culture. This visttor,
called Mork, made countless blunders in his interactions with earth-
lings . In one episode, Mork was told that because Americans value as-
sertiveness he should stop complying with every request made of him.
When a Girl Scout selling cookies came to the house shortly thereafter,
Mork screamed “No!” and abruptly slammed the door in her face. In
another episode , Mork violated social conventions by describing out loud
the nonverbal reactions expected of him. When siineone described a
serious personal problem Mork replied, “Choke! Gasp! Look of sin-
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rere empathy!”Needless to say, the listener was very put off.

When Mork practiced assertiveness by refusing to buy Girl Scout
cookies, he was working at adopting one of many American values. A
value is a general idea that people share about what is good or bad, de-
sirable or undesirable. Values go beyond any one particular situation. If
you value assertiveness, for example, you think it is appropriate in many
different social contexts. Mork s problem was that he generalized values
to absurd extremes. No value applies in every situation. There are al-
ways exccptions. Nevertheless, the values people hold tend to color their
overall way of life.

Values are reflected even in seemingly trivial day-to-day behav-
iors. Consider the games people play. The Tangu of New Guinea, for ex-
ample, play a game called taketak . It involves two groups of coconut
stakes that look like bowling pins and a toplike object made from a
dried fruit. The players divide into two teams, and the members of the
first ieam take tums throwirg the top at their group of stakes. Every
stake they hit is removed. Then the members of the second team toss
the top at their stakes. The object of the game, surprisingly, is not to
knock over as many stakes as possible. Rather, the game continues until
both teams have removed the same number of stakes.To Americans,
who value competition so highly, such a game seems senseless. But to
the Tangu, this game makes perfect sense. The Tangu value equiva-
lence, not competition . They are bothered by the idea of une group win-
ning and another losing, for they believe this situation caases ill will.
(Juestion : By showing the example that Mok slammed the door in the
face of a Girl Scout, the author tries to say _
A.Mork was quick in learning Americun vilue
R.it was foolish of Mork ti; show assertiveness i any situation

C.nu value can be applied to any situation
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