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The Story of the biee Sisters . °

There wgs an emperor of Persia named Khoonvelilaw.!
He often walked ¢n disguise? through the city, attended by
a trusty minister, when he met with many adventures. On
one of these dccasions, ag he was passing through a street in L
that part of .the town inhabited only by the meaner sort,3 he
heard some peovle talking very loud; and going close to the- C
- hodse whence the noise proceeded, perceived a light, and_
-three sisters siiting on a sofa, conversing toggther after™ . . .
.- supper, Bg what -ihe eldest said, he presently understood
~the subject of their conversation was wishes: +<For,"” said’_'
; -she, “‘since we have got upon wishes, mine shall be to have
the sultan’s baker for my husband, for then I shall eat my.
. fill of that bread which by way of excellonced is called the N
-~ @ sultan’s: let us see if your fasles® are as good as mine.” -
g _“For my part,”? replied the second “sister, I wish I was® .
- wife to the sultan’s chief cook, for then ‘I should-ea{ of® thes.
.most excellent dishes; and, as I am persuaded fhat the © -
_sultan's bread is common in the palace, I should not want B
.. - %, any of that; therefore you .see,” addressing herself to her
% i2pgldest sister, “that T have a better taste than you” . ©
R "The youngest sister, who was very beautiful, and had moie . .
© ~ charms and wit than the two elder, spoke su her fugnl®: «For =
- my part, sisters,” said she, T shall not Limit my desires to
9 such, trijles,* but ¥ake a higher flighi'2; and since’ we are pdn f’f
- wishing, T wish to be the emperot’s quesn consori.i® IT'would ~ . %
:  make hinr father of a prince, whose hair ‘should be gold on
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" you expressed last night, when you were all in so peasant @

" 12 . 13 nuptials r"m'p_fale GRS il 14 RS R,
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one side of his head, and silver on the other; when he cried,
the tears from his eyes shouild be pearl; and when he smiled,
his vermilion! lips should look like a rcse-bud frech blown.”

The three sisters’ wishes, particulatly that? of the
voungest, secmed so sizgzulard to the sultan, that he resolved to
gratify them in their desires; but wihlout communicaling his”™
design to his grand vizicrt, he charged kim only® to lake nolice
of the house,® and bring the three sisters bufore” him the
following day.

The grand vizier, in executing the emperor s ord;ers,f
would but just® give the sisters time to dress themselves to -
appear before him, without telling them the reason. He
brought thein to the palace and presented ithgm to the:
emperor, who said to them, “Do you remembed the wishes !

mood.t Speak the truth; I must know what they vsere?”

At these unexpected words of the emperor, the three.
sisters were much confoundedd. They cast down their eyes
and blushed. Modesty, and fear lest they might have offended
the emiperorl® by their conversation, kept them silent. The -

" emperor perceiving their confusion, said, to encourage them,

“TFear nothing, I did not send for you to distress you; and -

. since 1 sec that is the effect of the question I asked without

my intending it,1! as I know the wish of each, 1 will reléeve -
you from!® your fears. You,” added he, “who w1shed to b&
my wife shall have your desire this day; and you,” continned
‘he, addressing himseif to the two s,lder sisters, “sha.ll also be
married to my chief baker and cock.’

The nuptials®® were all celcbrated that day, as the_

. emperor ha.d resolved, but i a different manner. 1 The youn- - ° .
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gest sister's! were solemnised with all the rejoicings usual at
the marriages of the emperors of Persia; and those* of the*
other two sisters aceording to the quality and distinction of
their husbands;3 the one as the sultan’s chief baker,” and the
other as head cook. ‘ ,
The two elder felt strongly the disproportiont of their
marriages to that of their younger sister. This consideration
made them far from being conlent,5 though they were. arrived
at the utmost height of their late wishes,S and muck beyond
their hopes.m  They gave themselves up to® an excess of -
- jealousy, and frequently met together to consult how they
“iemight wevenge lhemselves on the queen. They ~ proposed "a
* great many ways,®® which they could not accomglish,!! but
. disssmulate® all the time to Aafter’3 the queen with every
demonstration of affection and respect.

. Some months after her marriage, the queen gave birth

to a young prince, as bright as the' day; but her sisters, to

- whom' the child was given at his birth, wrapped him up in
.o a basket and Aoatedl® it away on a canal that ran near the

" palace, and declared that the queen had given bigth to a

- little dog. " This made the emperor ~very angry. 7

= In the meantime, the baskei in which the little prince
was exposed!? was carried by the stream towards the garden |
-of the palace. By chance!® the intendant of the emperoy's”
gardens,® one of the principal and most considerable_officers®® .
“of the kingdom, was walking by the side of this canal, and.

perceiving a basket floating, called fo%! a gardener who .was

not far off, to bring it to shore - that he might see what it '

- -~ ”
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contuined. . The gardener, with « raker which he had in his
hand, (hew the basket to the side o} the canal, took it up,
and gave it to him.

The intendant of the gardens was extzemely surprised to

see in the basket a child, which, though he knew it could be

but just? born, had very fine fentures. This officer had been

marricd several years, but though he had always been desir-
ous of having children, Heaven had wnever blessed him with
any.8 . He made the gardener follow him with the child;
and when he came. to his own house, which was situated.at
the entrance into the gardens of the palace, went into his

_ wife’s apartment. ““Wife,”” said he, *‘as we have no chlld.ren

of our own, (rodi hath sent us one. P recommegzd4 him ‘to
you; provide him a nurse,b and take as much’ care of him as
if he were our own son; for, from this moment, I acknowlcdge
him as such.® The intendant’s wife received the child with
great joy. o B
The following year the queen censort was brought to bed

‘of? another prince, on Whom the wunnatural® sisters had 'no

mere compassion® than on his brother; but exposed him
likewise in a hasket, and set Aimn adrift0 in the canal, preténd-
ing this time that the sultaness was delivered of1! a cat.
It was happy also for this child that the intendant of the

gardens was walking by the canal side who had it carrieds

to his wife, and charged her to®® take as much care of it as

of the fotmer; which was as agreeable to her inclination as #

was to that of the intendant.*
The Emperor o6f Persia was more enraged this tlme

against the queen than before, and she had felt the effects of ‘
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his anger, if the grand vizier's remonsirances had not prevailed.!
The next year the queen gave birth to a princess, which
innocent* babe® underwent the same fate as the princes her
brothers; for the two sisters being determined. not fo desist
from their detestable schemest till they had seen the queen their
younger sister at least cast off,5 furned out, and Aumbled,?
exposed this infant also on the canal. But the princess, as
»well as the two princes her brothers, was preserved from death’
by the compassion and charity of the intendant of the gar-

dens. s 4 : )
To this inhumanity the two sisters added a lie and deceit,?

as before. Thew produced a piece of wood, of which they

.said the queen had besn delivered. _ -
" Khoonoo-shaw could 1o longer contain himselflo at this
third disappointment. He ordered a smali shed!! to be built near

the chief mosque, and the queen o be confined in it,2 so that

she might be subject 1o the scorn's of those who passed by, which
usage, as she did not deserve it, she bore with a patient

resignation's that excited the admiration as well as compassionl®

~of those who judged of things better than the vilgar.1?
_ The tyo princes and the princess were, in the meantime,
nursed and brought up by the intendant of the gardens and
his wife with all the tenderness of a father and mothar; and

as they advanced in age,'® they all showed marks of superior
dignity,’® by a cortain air®® which could only belong to exalted .

biyth.22 ALl this increased the affections of the intendant and
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his wife, who called the eldest prince Bakman,! and the sec-
ond Perviz,® both of them names of the most ancient em-
perors of Persia, and the princess Perie-zadeh,® which name
also had been borne by several queens and princesses of the
kingdon. ) : ’
" As soon as the two princes were old enough, the intendant
provided proper masters to teach them to read and wWrite;
and the princess their sister, who was often with them,
showing a great desire to learn, the intendant, pleased 'with
her quickness, employed the same master to teach her also.

Her emulation,* vivacity,® and wit made her in a little time -

as great a proficient® as her brothers. At the hours of recrea-
tion, the princess learned to sing and play upon all sorts of

* iffstruments; and when the princes were learning to ride, she - '
would not permit them to hdve that advantage over her," but -
went through all the exercises with them, learning to ride also, -

to bend the bow, and dart,® the reed® or javelin;® and often-
times outdid them in the race,!! and other contests of agility.12

The intendant of the gardens was so-overjoyed to find
his adopted children’® so well requited the expense he had been
at in thetr education,t that he resolved to be at a still greater;1s
for as he had till then been content only with his lodge at the
entrance of the garden, and kept no country house, he purchas-
ed a country seat's at a short distance from the city, surrounded
by a large tract'? of arable land,'® meadows, and woods, and
furnished it in the richest manner, and added gardens, according
to a plan drawn by himself, and a large park, stocked with

fallow deer,™ that the princes and princess might divert them-

selves with hunting?® when they chose.
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When this country seat was finished, the intendant of the
gardens went and cadt himself at the emperor’s feet, and after
represeating his long service and the z"jmmttes of age,l which -
he found grewing upen him, begged permission to resign Ais

. charge® and retire. The emperor gave him leave,® and asked

what he should do" to recompense him, “Sire,”” replied the
intendant of the gardens, “I have received so many obliga-"
tions from your majesty and the late emperor your father, of -
happy memorv,t that I desite no more than the honour of
being assured of your continued favour.”

He took his leave of the emperor, and retired with the
two princes and the princess to the country retreat he had -
built. His wife had been dead some years, and he himself had _
not lived in his new abode above six morths, when he was
surprised by so sudden a death® that he had not time to give-
them_ the least account of6. the manner in wh1ch he had saved
them from destruction, :

- The Princes Bahman and Perviz, and the Princess Perie- -
zadeh, who kuew no other father ihan the iniendant of the emperor’s

- gardens.” regrelied and bewailed him as such® ‘and paid all

the honours® in his fumeral obsequies’® which love and filial:
gratitudel! required of them. Satisfied with the plentiful for-
tune he had left them, they lived together in perfeet -union,

" free from'2 the ambition of distinguishing themselves at court, ¥

or aspiring to places of honour and dlgmty, which ,t.hey

might easily have obtained. .

One day when the two princes were hunting and the
princess -had remained at home, an old woman, a devotee,
came to the gate, and desired leave to g0 in to say her prayers,
it being then the hour. The servants asked the princess’ s
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permisson, who ordered them to show her into the oratory}
which the intendant of the emperor’s gardens had taken care ]
to fit 1p® in his house, for want of & mosque in' the neigh-
bourhood. After the good woinan had tinished her prayers, she
was brought before the princess, in the great hall, which in
beauty and richuess cxceeded all the other apartments. ’
As soon as the princess saw the devout® woman, she asked’
her many guestions upon the evercise of devotions which -

she practised, and how she lived: all which she answered with

great modesty. Talking of several things, at last she asked
her what she thought of the house and how she liked it?
“Madam,”'s answered the devout woman, “if you will give
me leave to speak my mind freely, I will fake the libertys to tell
you, that this house would be incomparable if it had three
things which are wanting to complete it. The first of these three
things is the speaking-bird, so singular a creature, that it draws
reund it all the singing-birds of the neighbourhood, which come
to accompany his song. The second is the singing-tree, the

leaves of which are so many mouths, which form- dn Aarmonious -

concert’ of different voices, and never cease. The third is the
yellow-water of a gold colour, a single drop of which being -
peured into a vessel properly prepared it ingreases so as to”
fill it immediately, and rises up in the middle like a fountain,
which continually plays, and yet the basin mever overflows.’'®
“Ah! my good mother,”” cried the prircess, ‘“how much
am I obliged to you for- the knowledge of these curiosities!

.They are surprising, and I never before heard there-were such

wonderful rarities in the world;, but as I am persuaded® that
you know, I expect that you should do me the favour10 to
inform me where they are to be found.”

~““Madam,” replied the good woman, “I am glad to tell
you, that these curiosities are all to be met with in the same

.
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spot on the confines of this kingdom,' towards India. The road :

lies before your house, and- whoever you send needs but follow

it for twenty days, and on the twentieth let him only ask the °

first person he meets where the speaking-bird, singing-tree, and
yellow-water are, and he will be informed.” After saying this
she rose from her seat,’took her leave, and went her way.
The Princess Perie-zadeh’s thoughts were so absorbed in
_“her desire fo obtain possession of? these three wonders, that her
brothers on their return from hunting, instead of finding her
" lively and gay, as she used to he, were amazed to see-her
pensive® and melancholy,* and weighed dowh by some trouble J

“Sister,” said Prince Bahman, ‘what has become of all

" your mirth and gaiely®? Are you not well? or has some misfor- -

. tune befallen you? Tell us that we may give you some- relief.”’7
The princess at first returned no answer to these inguiries;

but on being pressed by her brothers, thus replied, I always
believed that this house, which qur father built us, was so
complete that notking was wanting. But this day I have learned
that it wanis® three rarities, the speaking-bird, the singing-tree,
and the <yellow water, so that if it had these no country
- seat in the world could be compared with it."” Then she

informed them wherein consisted the excellency of these rarities,?

and requested her brothers to send some trustworthy. person
in search of these three curiosities.

““Sister,”” replied Prince Bahman, ““it is enough that. you

have an earnest desire for the things you mention fo -oblige?
us to try and obtain them. I will take that charge wpon myself;11
only tell me the place, and the way to it, and I will set out1
to-morrew. You, brother, shall stay at home- with our sister,
and I commend her to your care.”’ '
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Prince Bahman spent the remainder of the day in making -
preparations for his journev, and informing himself from the s
princess of the directions wlich the devout woman had left her.
The next morning he mountéd his horse, and Perviz and the
princess' embraced him, and wished him a good journey.
But in the midst of ‘their adieus,’ the princess recollected -
what she had not thought of before. ‘‘Brother,” said .she, *T )

 had quite forgatten the perils to which you may be exposed.

Who knows whether I shall ever see you again'? Alight,3 I bescecht
you, and give up this journey. I would rather- be depnvcd ‘
of the sight and paessession of the speaking-bird, smgmg-tree

) and velfow-wa.ter, than run the risk of never seeing you, more.'

«Sister,” replied Bahman; smiling at the sudden fears of the -
princess, ‘“my resolution is fixed,s and you must-aBow. me-to -
execute it. However, as events are uncertain, and I may fail
in'this undertaking; all I can do is tq leave you.this knife, It
has a peculiar praperty. # when you pull.it. out. of the
sheath it is'clean as it is now, it will be a sign that I am alive;"
but if you find it stained with blood,® then you may beheve

" me to be dead.”

‘The princess’could pre‘vazl nothing more with Bahman 7 He

_ bade adicu to her and Prince Perviz for the last time, undrode .- -
~ away. When he got into the road, he never turned to the .

right hand nor to the left, but:went directly forward towards
India. The twentieth day hé perceived on the road side a very
singular old man, who sat uuder 'a tree some_small distance
from-a thatched house,® which was his retreat from the weather ¥ -

His eyebrows were as white as snow,as_was also his beard
which was so long as~ 01 cover his meuth, while it reached

_down to his “feet. The nails of his hands and feet were grown -

t0 an immense length a flat broad wmbrellall covered His heag
He wore no clothes, but only a mat'? thrown round ‘his, body.
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This old man was a dervise,' for many years® retired from
. the world, and deocled to comtemplation,® so that at last he
became what we have described.

Prince Bahman, who had been all that morning expectmg
to meet some one who could give him information of¢ the place
he was in search of, stopped when he came near the dervise,
" alighted, én conformily to the divections® which the devout

woman had given the Princess Derie-zadeh, and leading his -
horse by the bridle, advanced towards him, and saluting him,

said, “God prolong your days, good father, and grant you t.he
accomplishment of your desires."’
The dervise returmed the prince’s salutatlon, but spoke S0

unintelligibly that he could not understand one word he said: -

Prince Bahman perceiving that this difficulty proceeded from
the dervise’s har® hanging over his mouth, and unwilling to

'go any farther without the instructions he wanted, pulled out’

a pair of scissors he had abow hsm,7 and having tied his horse
to a branch of the tree, said, “‘Good 'dervise, I want to have

some talk with ycu: but your Hair prevents my understanding °

what you say: and if you will consent, I will cut off some part
of it, and of your eyebrows, which. disft'gurea you so mdch
" that you look more like a b¢2r? than 2 man,

The dervise did not oppose the offer; and when the

prince had cut off as much hair as he thought fit, he perceiv- -
ed that the dervise had a good comfncxzcm,lf’ and that he did -

not seem so very old.
“Good dervise,”” said he, *if I had a glass I would show

you how young you looki.you afe now a man, but beforelt -

_nobody could tell “what you were.’
The kind behaviour of Prince Bahman made the dervxsh
e.mlle, and return his compliment. “Sir,” said he, *‘whoever you
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are, I am obliged by the good office you have performed,! and
am ready to show my gratitude by doing anything i% my
power® for you. Tell me wheresn I may serve you.”’s

«Good dervise,”” replied Prince Bahman, ‘I am in search
ot the speaking-bird, the singing-tree, and the vellow-water.
I know these three rarities are not far from hence, but cannot
tell exactly the place where they are to be found; if you know,’
I comjuret you to show me the way, that 1 may not lose sy
Labour® after so long a journey.”

The prince, while'he spoke, observed that the dervise . .

changed countenance,® held down his eyes, looked very serious,

and instead of making any reply, remained silent: which -
obliged - him to say to him again, “Good father, tell me -

whether you know what I ask you, that I may not lose iny
time, but inform myself somewhere else.”

At last the dervise broke silence.” <‘Sir,” said he, to Prince:
Bahman, “I know the way.you ask of me; but the danger

-you are going to expose yourself to is greater than you inay

suppose. A number of gentlemen of as much bravery and courage

as yourself have passed -this way, and asked me the same
question. I can. assure.you they have all perished, for I have
riot seen one come back. Therefore, if you have amy regard
for your life8 take my advice, go no farther, but return
home."” . ’ ’ ' ‘

“Noﬂxing," replied Prince Bahman to the dervise, ‘‘shall

make me change my intention: whoever attacks .me, I'am

. brave and well armed.”” <‘But they who will atfack you are

not to be seem,’’® said the dervise; ‘‘how will you defend your-
- self against invisible persons?’’ It is no matter,”’ answered the
’Prince, “all you can say shall not persuade me to forego
my purpose. Since you know the way, I once more conjure
you to jnform me.” .
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" . When the dervise found: he could not’ prevail uj)bql‘Pr-inbe
Bahman to .relinguish® his journey, he put his hand-into a
bag that lay by him and pulled out a bowl,2 which he present-

‘ed to him. “‘Since vou will not be led by my aduvice,”’t said he,

“stake this bowl; when you have mounted vour horse, throw it
befere you, and follow it to the foot of a mountain. There, as

" sooh as the bowl stops, ulight, leave your horse with the bridle
" over his neck, and he will stand in the same~ place till you

return. As you ascend- ‘you will see on. your right and left a
great number of large black stones, and will hear on alt sides
‘a confuswn of voices, which will utier a thousand snjurious
threats® to discourage you, and prevent your reaching-the sun-

ntit? of the mountath. Be- not afraid; but above dall things,® -

‘do not turn your head to eok behind you; for in that instant
you will be changed into such a black- stone as those you see,
which are all youths who have failed in this enterprise® If
you escape the danger of which I give you but a faint idea,1®
~.and get to the top of the mountain, ‘you will see a cage, afd
in- that cage is the bird you seek; ask him which are ‘the
_singing-tree and the yellow-water. and he will tell you. I have’
" nothing more to siy, except to beg you ‘dgain 1ot to expose
voux hfe, for the difficulty is almost fusuperable.”’tt = =

ter these words, the prince mounted his horse; tock
biis leave of the dervise with a respeutful salyte, a.nd threw

the bowl before him,

The bow! rolled away unreasmg]y, with as much swxfmeas\.
" as when Prince Bahmnan first Aurled!? it from his hand, which

- obliged him to pul lus horse to the gallop® to aveid losing sight
of it, and when it had reached the foot of the mountain itstop-

ped ‘The prmce alighted from his horse, laid the bridle on his
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