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KRAMER v KRAMER

! Z 1

KRAMER APT, BILLY’S ROOM. EVENING.

The room is dark, the only light coming from a night light.

A beautiful five-year-old boy Billy Kramer lies in bed, half

asleep. as the boy’s mother, Joanna Kramer leans over,

kisses the child.

Joanna: I love you, Billy.

Billy: I love you, too, Mommy.

Joanna: Good night. Sleep tight. Don’t let the bedbugs
bite!.

Billy . See you in the morning light.

Joanna: (Kisses Billy)1 love you.

< 2
- &

HALLWAY. EVENING.

On Joanna

the light is brighter. Joanna, elegantly
dressed, looks beautiful in her mid-thirties. It is clear from
her expression that she is terribly upset. Then, making up
her mind to leave the house, she takes out a suitcase from a

closet, carries it to the bedroom, lays it out on the bed and
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* KRAMER vo KRAMER

opens it. She grabs an armload of clothes from the closet

and then dumps them helter-skelter into the suitcase.

E*:: 3

OFFICE OF AN AMERICAN ADVERTISING CENTRE
IN NEW YORK’s MADISON AVENUE.

Ted:

I was going to meet Mr. Sinatra. My friend says,
‘You take your first money, you get yourself a
Burberry coat’. If you’ re going to be Madison
Avenue®, you’ve got to look Madison Avenue.’ 1
say all right. So Saturday afternoon 1 go out and
it’s pretty cold. I go to this place in the Fifties'
where they specialize in Burberrys and T go in there
and I say I wanna Burberry coat 37, short. So they
put it on. I look beautiful in it. It is a three-way
mirror. I take a look. 1 say all right. I’m going to
buy it. Right at that moment, I start 10 sweat. 1
take my check book out. 1 start to sign a check and my

hand shakes ’cause 1”m so scared of what 1’m doing.

Colleague: Good night, fellas’.

2nd Colleague: Where’re you going?

Colleague: Got to get home,

Ted:

Oh, Jesus, I got to go. All right. Let me finish.
So 1 sign it, right? And my hand starts
shaking. ...
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Ted and his boss Jim O’ Conner walk out from the office

building.
Ted:

O’ Conner:
Ted:

O’ Conner.

Taxi!

Hey, Ted! Come on, come on!

Hey, I can’t. 1 got to get home.

I want to talk to you about something impor-
tant. Listen, Ted, I’ m putting you in charge
of the Mid-Atlantic account®,

Me?

5& 5

Scene reverts to Kramer APT where Joanna is packing her

things. Then the scene shifts back to the street outside the

Office Building of the American Advertising Centre as Ted

and his boss O’ Conner walk along in no particular rush.

O’ Conner:
Ted:
O’ Conner:

Ted :
O’ Conner:
Ted:

Right?

Right.

If this campaign turns out the way I know it
will, they’re going to offer me a partnership.
You never told me that. That’s terrific]

I just want you to know I’m taking you on’.
Wow! Ha, ha! Wow®! That’s terrific!
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§ 6

Ted arrives home and knocks at door of his own apartment.

Ted:

Joanna. I’m home.

§ 7

Joanna opens the door. Ted Kramer, a big grin on his face.

He is so full of himself that he fails to notice anything is

wrong. He kisses her lightly and starts for the phone,.

Ted:

(turns to his wife) Hi, I’ ve forgoten my keys.
I’ ve just got to call the office before they go. Jo,

you’re going to be real proud of me. T got good

news,

Eiﬁ: 8

Ted hums happily and dials the phone.

Joanna:
Ted:

Joanna.

Ted.

(to Joanna) Yeah. Just one minute. You know
Jack, the accountant? He commirtted suicide.
(Turns back to the phone) Hi, Ted Kramer.
Listen, I got to get those photos retouched’ by
tomorrow morning. . . Okey?

I’m leaving you.
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