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p> LISTENING TEST DESCRIPTION

The Listening Test lasts 40 minutes and generally contains four sections. You will hear the listen-
ing passages on a cassette tape. All instructions are also given on tape, not by the examiner in the
room.

The sections of the Listening Test are generally structured as follows. They contain either one
longer passage lasting about five minutes or a series of short, linked passages, each lasting about one
minute . Before each section, candidates are given 30 seconds to study the tasks in that section. Each
passage is played only once and candidates are required to write their answers while they are listening .
At the end of each section, candidates are given 30 seconds to check their answers. At the end of the
test, candidates are given ten minutes to check all their answers and write them up on a special answer

sheet .

GENERAL TRAINING MODULE
Candidates for the General Training Module take the same Listening Test as all other candidates .

P> ANTICIPATING WHAT YOU WILL HEAR

Many people believe that listening effectively simply means understanding all the words they hear .
They are therefore convinced that if they do not understand every word, they will not be able to answer
the test questions. This is incorrect.

Even when listening to our native languages, we do not always understand every word, for exam-
ple in a noisy room or on a bad telephone connection. In these situations, we instinctively use antici-
pating and guessing strategies to understand the message . Think about what you do, for example, when
you receive a telephone call. What kinds of things do you try to anticipate when the phone starts ring-
ing and then when the caller starts speaking?

Because of the increased difficulties you face when listening to a foreign language, it is important
to become conscious of the instinctive strategies you already use.

The key strategy in the IELTS Listening Test is to anticipate what you are going to hear. In your study
program, you need to anticipate the kinds of situations you are likely to hear and in the test itself you must
anticipate the information you need to get from the passages. Candidates who fail to do this (such as the



candidate quoted at the beginning of this unit) are unable to carry out the tasks and score badly.

ANTICIPATING IELTS LISTENING SITUATIONS
IELTS listening passages reflect common situations which you might experience when living and

studying in an English-speaking country .

& EXAMPLE:

meeting an English-speaking passenger on your flight towards your study destination
answering the questions of customs/passport officials at the airport
checking into a student residential college

asking a passer-by for directions to the nearest bank/post office, etc.
making an appointment to meet a friend

enrolling at the International Students’ Office

listening to the radio news/weather forecast

attending a library orientation talk

attending your first college or university class

All these situations can be divided into two types:

* social survival situations;

* study-related situations .

TASK 1

Extend the list of examples as much as you can by finding examples of both basic types of situa-
tion. To help you focus on the situations you might meet in the IELTS Listening section, think
about what you will do from the moment you arrive in the country where you will study to the
moment you leave your first class or lecture.

Suggestions :

If you are already living in an English-speaking country, include as many of the situations as
you can that you have already encountered. If you are not living in an English-speaking country,
try to talk to people from your own country who have already studied abroad. Ask them to re-
member as much as they can about their first few weeks after arrival.

Who did they speak to when travelling to their study destination?

How did they travel from the airport to the town or city where they were going to live?

How did they find accommodation?

How much contact did they have with native English speakers?




Did they have any difficulty in understanding their teachers?
Which listening situations did they find most difficult?

Contact the International Students’ Office of the institutions where you are interested in
studying. Ask them for information about what you are likely to encounnter when you arrive at
your destination.

Will you be met by a university official at the airport? (If so, will that person speak your
language? How will you travel from the airport to the city?)

Where will you stay when you arrive?

Is there an orientation week at your institution? If so, what is involved?

What bureaucratic procedures will you have to carry out? How, for example, do you get
medical assistance?

Is it possible to obtain work on/off campus?

Do you have to choose optional courses? If so, what information is available to help you

make your choice? Is there an academic adviser?

Contact the heads of departments of the institutions where you are considering studying. You
can write or, if you are already living in the same city, you can telephone to make an appoint-
ment to see them. This is a normal procedure in tertiary education and teachers are generally help-
ful and informative. Find out as much as you can about the kinds of listening situation you will
encounter. In some institutions, tapes of lectures may also be available for you to borrow. If you
are already living in the country where you plan to study, you can ask the institution if it is possi-
ble to attend lectures and tutorials before commencing your course .

LISTENING FOR INFORMATION

So far you have been concentrating on what you will be listening to — that is, the kinds of situa-
tions you might hear. You also need to make predictions about what you will be listening for — the
specific information you need to focus on as a listener. If you have a specific focus, then you do not
need to understand everything you hear. As in reading, this focus enables you to locate information

more efficiently .

& EXAMPLE:

Your supervisor is telling you what she requires in your next written assignment .

In this situation, you would probably listen for the following specific information: the topic and
purpose of the assignment, the required length, recommended reading, the date when the assignment
should be handed in.

£



TASK 2

1.

What information would you listen for in the following situations?

The Overseas Students’ Officer at your college is explaining arrangements for a coach trip into

the country which you would like to go on.

. A university lecture .
. The college librarian is introducing first-year students to the library.
. You have heard the news headlines on the radio. An oil tanker has sunk.

. You are listening to a telephone conversation between a student who wants to rent a flat and the

owner of the flat.

In the IELTS test, the questions themselves will determine what you have to listen for.

Remember: you listen to everything on the tape, but you only listen for specific points of infor-

mation.

D LISTENING TASK INSTRUCTIONS

tion.

tF

The basic format of test instructions is as follows:
At the beginning of each section, the speaker on the tape gives a brief introduction to the situa-

EXAMPLE:

“Ahmad , a student from Algeria, is arriving at the airport. Waiting for him are his hosts,
Mr and Mrs Johnson.”

The speaker then gives instructions.

EXAMPLE:

“ Read questions 7 to 13 . As you listen to the tape , write the correct answer in the spaces pro-
vided . You will hear the tape once only, so you should answer the questions as you listen. You

have 30 seconds to study the questions.”

During the 30 second you need to:

¢ study the questions and make sure you understand them
* decide what to listen for

* make sure you know where to write your answers

10



After 30 seconds the speaker repeats the numbers of the questions you have to answer. Then the pas-

sage begins.
P> LISTENING STRATEGIES

The following sample tasks introduce a range of strategies that will help you to respond to ques-

tions rapidly and effectively .

SAMPLE TASK 1: An example of picture-based task containing four short listening passages.

You hear the speaker say:
“ Liz is phoning Michael . She wants to arrange to meet him tonight . Decide which of the pictures
best fits what you hear on the tape , and circle the letter under that picture.”

On the test paper you see the following questions:
1. What do they decide to do?
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