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Unit 1

Pollution and Population

Since the beginning of man’s life on earth, human beings
have produced waste materials. When the world’s popula-
tion was small, this did not cause any problems. However, in
the last two centuries the population has increased rapidly,
and large numbers of people have moved into towns and cit-
ies to live. Also, technology has produced new materials
which nature alone cannot safely break down. The waste
materials of modern society have begun to pollute our earth
more and more each year, and the result is that pollution has

_ now become a serious problem in almost every country of

the world. _

The population explosion is the major cause of the diffi-
culties we face today. One third of all people who have ever
livgd on our earth are alive at this moment. In the early
1900’s only about 1,500 million people lived on the earth. It
is thought that by the 2000, the number will be more than
6,230 million. Developments in medical science are partly re-
sponsible for this sudden increase in population. Fewer ba-
bies die now, and people live lo;xger than they did in the past.
This is because doctors have leared more about infections
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and about the treatment of illnesses. \

To feed the growing population, farmers make use of
large amounts of artificial fertilizers. These are easy to use,
and contain rich food value for crops. However, fertilizer
which is not used by the crops goes into the ground and
eventually pollutes our rivers. Animal waste, which was once
used by farmers as fertilizer, is left on the ground and also
finds its way into our water supply. In some countries, 50%
of pollution comes as a result of farming.

To destroy modern materials such as plastics, it is neces-
sary to burn them. However, the burning process produces
dangerous gases which kill trees and plants and also poison
the air that we breathe.

One of the greatest problems is liquid waste from facto-
ries and homes. Large amounts of untreated human and in-
dustrial waste are put regularly into rivers, lakes and the sea.
The result of this is not only that fish die, but also that every
year hundreds of people die from eating poisoned fish.

Smoke from factories and homes-causes air pollution.
Buildings become dirty, plants and trees die and sometimes
food crops in the fields are destroyed.

Perhaps the most dangerous type of pollution is from
the gases which are produced by car engines. These gases
contain large amounts of lead. Doctors know that lead
causes brain damage, especially in young children. We know
today that one of the reasons for the fall of the great Roman
civilization was that drinking water went to houses through

— 2 J—

Sy



lead pipes. The polluted water damaged people’s brains and
bodies and eventually weakened the whole of Roman
society. In this way, a society which had ruled most of the
ancient world was destroyed by the effects of pollution. It is
important for modern man to learn from this lesson, and to
take serious steps to control pollution now.

Golssary
1. pollution [pa’tju:fon] n 5%
2. population [popjuteifan] n. AO
3. break down HEBR: BEIR, E@E
4. resposible [ris’ponsabl] a. HIEMW, ()R
W
5. infection [in'f ek fon] n.  AER, fEY
6. treatment [tri:tmant] n. RIT
7. artificial [a:ti'fifsl] a. A#H, ATH
8. fertilizer ['fa:tilaiza] n.  EEOLRLERE
%h
9. eventually [i’ventjuali] ad. %F, B
10. find its way into Bk, #A
11. poison ['psizn] n. W, B, Y
vt. HE, HihF
12. breathe {bri:a] vi.ve. TR
13. lead [led] no By EIE
14. civilization [sivilai'zeifon] n.  3CHA; ik
15. weaken ['wi:kon] ve. Hilg5; B
16. effect [i’fekt] n. Em
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Notes

1. Developments in medical science are partly re-
sponsible for this sudden increase in population.
BEERPE R R A DB IR I A B /.
be responsible for  RE(HER) - - R E, Xfe -
fF, #HRi
be responsible to sb. for sth.  RBIFHE AR K
€.g.
1) The heavy rain is responsible for the lean
harvest. ’
BRI KW, R
2) He is responsible for the success or failure of
the experiment.
fa % SC I £ AR 20 45 2K W £ BE.
3) She is responsible to the parents for the child’s
safety.

WM REAREEFHRSE.
Exercises

1. Comprehension:
1. . pollution was not a problem-+ -
A.when the world’s pollution was small.
B. when the world’s population was small.
C. after people began to move into the towns and
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cities. '
i D. when technology produced new types of materni-
-y als.

2. The world’s population has increased rapidly--- -+
A. since the beginning of man’s life on earth.
B. before large numbers of people have moved into
towns and cities to live.
C. since the production of new technology material.
D. only in about the last two hundred years.
3. One of the reasons for the population explosion is

A. new medical knowledge helps people to live
longer.

B. one third of all people who have lived on our
earth are alive at this moment.

C. most people now live in towns and cities.

D. the world’s population will be more than 6,000
million soon. '

4.In the past, farmers used animal waste as fertilizer---

A. which caused even more pollution.
B. which did not cause any pollution at all.
C. still some of the fertilizer polluted our water sup-
ply. ’
D. as a fesult, it was better than artificial fertilizer.
5. When plastic is burnt -+ -

A. it produces a lot of unneééssary smoke.
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B. it destroys modern materials.
C. it produces liquid waste.
D. dangerous gases are proudced.

6. Human and industrial waste pollute rivers and lakes

because--- -
A. the water of rivers or lakes does not running.
B. they are not treated before they are put there.
C. they come from both factories and homes.
D. they kill fish and also poison hundreds of people.
7. Air pollution is caused partly by-+ -
A. vapour.
B. dirty buildings.
C. food crops.
D. smoke.
8. Gases from car engines--- -
A. have large amounts of lead in them.
B. contain large amounts of rusting iron.
C. caused the fall of the great Roman civilization.
D. polluted the drinking water and weakened Ro-
man society.
1I. Translate the following passages into Chinese:

1. Smoking is harmful to the health of people. World
governments should conduct serious campaigns against it.
Restrictions on cigarette advertisements, plus health warning
on packages and bans on public smoking in certain places
such as theatres, cinemas and restaurants, are the most popu-
lar tools used by nations in support of nonsmokers or in
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curbing smoking. But world attention also is focusing on an-
other step which will make the smoker increasingly self—con-
scious and uncomfortable about his habit. Great efforts
should be made to inform young people especially of the
dreadful consequences of taking up the habit.

2. If population growth continues at its present pace, the
future balance between food demand and supply may be-
come dependent on new dietary patterns. Reduced consump-
tion of meat, increased use of new high—protein food made
from soybeans, and development of ocean resources for food
are some alternatives that must be considered.

I. Translate the following paragraphs into English:

, LT REZEMHFHERE—THFRLE, RS EAQ
REMKKES. BiILY, ETRAYHRITFTEIGMHR
FRAEKEE PR EENRE,

LARMERMKEERBR A EE, Attak, m
RAZETHOEN, BREBLOAOEZ S
7,000,000,000! B, X5 —ANFEMRE—4 BoH BELE B i ]
%,

IV. Translate the following sentences into English.

RAVLFRBARE AR ZI5Y,,

ERIF R B BB,

C ESISRAE N RS R .

- 20 HHABDIRERMA 038N T 15,

fURIRAER T £ AR PR AN R Z.

AOFBEREERS At R EE A —,

.O*.L"“’WN:-'



Unit 2

Noise

Do you think there is too much noise in our city? If you
live near the airport, you will be unhappy because only a jet
plane taking off makes a louder noise. The sound of planes
or heavy vehicles is likely to cause deafness if heard
continuously.

However, most people in our city do not seem to mind
noise. They like to énjoy music when they are doing dull
jobs. It is a new danger because “pop” music, when played
through powerful amplifiers, can reach 120 decibels at a dis-
tance of five feet. It is known that a continuous noise of over
85 decibels can cause deafness.

Recently it was discovered that many teenagers in
- America could hear no better than 65—year—old people.

" In the past we used to think that only workers in very
noisy places became deaf. For example, when newspapers
and books are being printed, the noise level is about 85
decibels, and some of the workers become deaf. Scientists be-
lieve that 10 percent of all workers in Britain are being deaf-
ened by the noise where they work.

 Moreover, noise of less than 85 decibels can make some
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people tired and anxious. We all know that too much noise
makes life difficult and unpleasant. It can damage health and
prevent people from working well. Workers in noisy offices
are not as efficient as workers in quiet offices. Noise makes
people less efficent. Can anything be done to reduce or con-
trol noise? v

In Britain the Government has recently made several
laws to reduce noise. Moreover the Government has spent a_
good deal of money on making airports and main roads qui-
eter. However, many people think that there are still not
enough laws. For example, there are no laws to control noise
by machines. In Japan, America and Norway there are such
laws. As a result, workers can claim compensation if they be-
come deaf.

To control noise is to demand much self—discipline
ﬂ(‘ann,oy,a‘hce arises often from lack of common courtesy ). a
sense«of proprotion ( there is usually a conflict of interest if a
noise is to be stopped ), the expenditure of money ( and it is
far more economical to do this early rather than late ), and,
finally, technical knowledge.
*  “Technical difficulties often arise from the subjective—ob-
jwiive nature of the problem. You can define the excessive
speed of a motor—car in terms of a pointer reading on a
speedometer. But can you define excessive noise in the same
way? You find that with any existing simple "noise—meter”,
vehicles which are judged to be equally noisy may show con-
siderable difference on the meter.

e



